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1083 would be viewed with alarm by the
international community and would invite
reciprocal action against United States as-
sets abroad.

The adjournment of the Congress has
prevented my return of H.R. 1585 within
the meaning of Article I, section 7, clause
2 of the Constitution. Accordingly, my with-
holding of approval from the bill precludes
its becoming law. The Pocket Veto Case,
279 U.S. 655 (1929). In addition to with-
holding my signature and thereby invoking
my constitutional power to “pocket veto”
bills during an adjournment of the Con-
gress, I am also sending H.R. 1585 to the
Clerk of the House of Representatives,
along with this memorandum setting forth
my objections, to avoid unnecessary litiga-
tion about the non-enactment of the bill
that results from my withholding approval
and to leave no doubt that the bill is being
vetoed.

This legislation contains important au-
thorities for the Department of Defense,
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Good morning. New Year’s Day will soon
be upon us, and with it will come New
Year’s resolutions. This weekend is a good
time to give thanks for our blessings and
to resolve to do better in the coming year.

One of our greatest blessings as Ameri-
cans is that we live in a country with a
growing economy, where people can pursue
their dreams, turn ideas into enterprises,
and provide for their families. It is a meas-
ure of our economy’s resilience that even
with high oil prices and softness in the
housing market, we're still growing. In No-
vember, our economy added jobs for the
51st straight month, making this the longest
period of uninterrupted job growth on
record. Unemployment is a low 4.7 percent.
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including authority to provide certain addi-
tional pay and bonuses to servicemembers.
Although I continue to have serious objec-
tions to other provisions of this bill, includ-
ing section 1079 relating to intelligence
matters, I urge the Congress to address
the flaw in section 1083 as quickly as pos-
sible so I may sign into law the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2008, as modified. I also urge the Congress
to ensure that any provisions affecting serv-
icemember pay and bonuses, as well as pro-
visions extending expiring authorities, are
retroactive to January 1, 2008.

GEORGE W. BusH

The White House,
December 28, 2007.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this memo-
randum.

Exports are up. And the fundamentals of
our economy are strong.

Economic statistics are important indica-
tors. Yet it is more important to remember
that behind all these numbers are real peo-
ple. These people include the entre-
preneurs who live their dreams by starting
up new businesses. These people include
small-business owners who create most of
the new jobs in our economy. And most
of all, these people include the tens of mil-
lions of working moms and dads whose jobs
provide for their families.

I know that even in this growing econ-
omy, some of you have real concerns. Some
of you worry about your ability to afford
health care coverage for your families.
Some of you are concerned about meeting



Administration of George W. Bush, 2007 / Dec. 31

your monthly mortgage payments. Some of
you worry about the impact of rising energy
costs on fueling your cars and heating your
homes. You expect your elected leaders in
Washington to address these pressures on
our economy and give you more options
to help you deal with them. And I have
put forth several proposals to do so.

In the last month, Congress has re-
sponded to some of my initiatives. They
passed a good energy bill, they passed a
temporary patch to protect middle class
families from the burden of the Alternative
Minimum Tax, and they passed a law that
will help protect families from higher taxes
when their lenders reduce their mortgage
debt. But this is only a start. Congress
needs to do more to decrease America’s
dependence on oil. Congress needs to pass
legislation that will help make health care
coverage more affordable for small busi-
nesses and workers who buy their own poli-
cies. And Congress needs to act quickly
on the rest of my proposals to help families
struggling with rising mortgage payments
keep their homes.

Most of all, we need to set a good exam-
ple in Washington by being careful with
your money. I'm disappointed that leaders
in Congress sent me a massive spending
bill that includes about 9,800 earmarks.
Earmarks are special interest items that are
slipped into big spending bills like this one,
often at the last hour, without discussion
or debate. Among the earmarks Congress

approved was one for a prison museum and
another for a sailing school. In the last elec-
tion, congressional leaders ran on a promise
that they would reform earmarks. They
made some progress, but not nearly
enough. So my administration is reviewing
options to address wasteful earmark spend-
ing.

As we address earmarks, we also must
restrain spending, keep taxes low, and con-
tinue on a path towards a balanced budget.
And that is what the budget I submit in
February will do. You work hard for your
money and to live within your means. As
you provide for your families, the last thing
you need is wasteful spending that will lead
to a tax hike. My resolution for the New
Year is this: to work with Congress to keep
our economy growing, to keep your tax bur-
den low, and to ensure that the money
you send to Washington is spent wisely or
not at all.

Thank you for listening, and happy New
Year.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 8:20 a.m.
on December 28 at the Bush Ranch in
Crawford, TX, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on
December 29. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
December 28, but was embargoed for release
until the broadcast. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.

Statement on the Appointment of Representative Roger F. Wicker as

United States Senator for Mississippi
December 31, 2007

Today Mississippi  Governor  Haley
Barbour announced the appointment of
Representative Roger Wicker to serve as
United States Senator for the State of Mis-
sissippi, succeeding Senator Trent Lott.

I welcome Representative Wicker’s ap-
pointment and commend  Governor
Barbour for the selection. Representative
Wicker’s leadership has earned the respect
of his constituents and his colleagues in
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