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time, to help somebody in need. As you
said, the doctor from Wyoming benefited
just as much as the woman in Guatemala
did. And that’s the beauty of giving.

And so I thank you all for joining today.
Our panelists did a magnificent job, like
I knew they would. I thank you all very
much for your interest in coming. To my
fellow citizens, I appreciate you taking
time. I appreciate you being involved.
Thank you for caring about the plight of
our fellow human beings in the neighbor-
hood in which we live. For those of you
from other countries, welcome to America.
You'll find this to be a loving country, full

of decent, caring, fine people. And it is
an honor to be the President of such a
country.

Que Dios les bendiga. May God bless
you. Thank you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 10:30 a.m. at
the Hyatt Regency Crystal City at Reagan
National Airport. In his remarks, he referred
to Mariano Canu, cofounder, Labradores
Mayas; and President Luiz Inacio Lula da
Silva of Brazil. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of these remarks.
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Good, thanks. I'm proud to be with you
all. It's great to be at GrafTech here in
Cleveland. I've come to Cleveland to high-
light a couple of important issues. First,
energy independence is an important part
of our Nation’s future. And one way to
achieve energy independence is to promote
technologies that will enable us to drive
our economy without the use of Middle
Eastern oil, for example. And one such
technology is hydrogen fuel cells. And
GrafTech is on the leading edge of devel-
oping a technology that will work, that will
be competitive with other forms of energy,
and that will enable us, on the one hand,
to be less dependent on oil and better
stewards on—of the environment.

And so I'm glad to be with these entre-
preneurs, these scientists, these thinkers.
We've—as part of the hydrogen fuel cell
initiative that I proposed to the Congress,
this company got a grant. And I think it’s
a wise use of taxpayers’ money to help the
people in this company develop this new
technology. This forklift right here is pow-
ered by a hydrogen fuel cell. Doesn't re-

quire any oil or products derived from oil,
and the exhaust from this is water.

And so we're going to continue to pro-
mote these kinds of technologies. And so
I want to thank you all for having me.
I'm about to go to a—after lunch, go to
a hospital to talk about the need for a
health care system that is patient-driven.
I will resist the idea of the Federal Govern-
ment running the health care system. And
I'm going to spend some time talking dur-
ing a town hall meeting about the kinds
of reforms that we ought to be promoting
out of Washington that encourage there to
be a consumer-driven health care system.
I mean, we'll take care of the poor, and
we'll help the elderly. But we believe
health care is best run in the private sector,
not by the government.

And finally, I'm going to spend some
time talking about the war on terror and
our need to succeed in Iraq. And I'm going
to remind the people in the audience today
that troop levels will be decided by our
commanders on the ground, not by political
figures in Washington, DC, and that we've
got a plan to lead to victory. And I fully
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understand that this is a difficult war, and
it's hard on the American people. But I
will once again explain the consequences
of failure to the American people, and T'll
explain the consequences of success as well.

And so I thank the people of Cleveland
for welcoming me here. IT'm glad to be
in your city. Looking forward to a full day.

Thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:59 a.m.
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The President. Thank you, sir. Thank
you, Fred. Thanks for having me. Thank
you, Fred. Thanks for coming. Thanks for
having me. It’s a smart marketing tool, you
know, all the cameras. [Laughter] I thought
for sure the largest chamber of commerce
was in Texas, but I guess not. [Laughter]

I'm thrilled to be back in Cleveland. I've
had a fascinating day. I went to a small
business that is on the cutting edge of
changing the way we're going to consume
energy. I just came from the Cleveland
Clinic, which is one of the most fabulous
hospitals in America.

I do want to spend a little time talking
about our economy, talking about health
care and energy policy that will be an inte-
gral part of making sure the economy con-
tinues to grow. I'd like to spend a little
time talking about the war against extrem-
ists and radicals. And I'd like to answer
some of your questions, if you have any.

Before I do, I want to tell you, Laura
sends her best. She’s arguably the most pa-
tient woman in America. [Laughter] She’s
a fabulous First Lady and a great mom.
I love her dearly, and she told me to say
hi to you all, so, hi. [Laughter]

I appreciate Joe Roman, who works with
Fred. Thanks for setting this deal up. Ap-
preciate the chance to come and visit with
fellow citizens here in Cleveland. I'm the
Commander in Chief; I'm also the educator
in chief. Part of my job is to explain the
philosophy behind the decisions that I have
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made. I'm honored you'd give me a chance
to do so.

I'm traveling with a good man, the Con-
gressman from this area—one of the Con-
gressmen from this area, Steve LaTourette.
Proud to be with you, Congressman. Thank
you for your time. State Auditor Mary
Taylor is here. Thanks for being here,
Mary. I met the mayor of Cleveland across
the street at the hospital. I was proud to
be with him. I thank him for his time,
for taking time out of his day. I thank Toby
Cosgrove of—doc, thank you for being
here—from the hospital there across the
street. I thank the docs, by the way, for
taking time to show me some amazing tech-
nology.

Let me first talk about our economy.
It's—our economy is changing, and it’s
strong. I remember back to—early on in
my administration when we were con-
fronted with some very difficult times.
There was a recession; the economy had
gotten overheated, and it was correcting.
And then we got hit by an enemy that
killed nearly 3,000 of our citizens which—
such an attack obviously would have an ef-
fect on the economy. Then there were
some corporate scandals that had a psycho-
logical effect on our economy. I mean, peo-
ple were beginning to worry about the sys-
tem where people were not upholding the
law, taking advantage of the situation, tak-
ing advantage of shareholders.
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