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needs to provide our intelligence profes-
sionals with the tools and flexibility they
need to protect America from attack. In
August, Congress passed a bill that
strengthened our ability to monitor terrorist
communications. The problem is that Con-
gress set this law to expire on February
1st. That is next Friday. If this law expires,
it will become harder to figure out what
our enemies are doing to infiltrate our
country, harder for us to uncover terrorist
plots, and harder to prevent attacks on the
American people.

Congress is now considering a bipartisan
bill that will allow our professionals to
maintain the vital flow of intelligence on
terrorist threats. It would protect the free-
doms of Americans while making sure we
do not extend those same protections to
terrorists overseas. It would provide liability
protection to companies now facing billion-
dollar lawsuits because they are believed
to have assisted in efforts to defend our
Nation following the 9/11 attacks. I call on

Congress to pass this legislation quickly.
We need to know who our enemies are
and what they are plotting. And we cannot
afford to wait until after an attack to put
the pieces together.

When I go before Congress on Monday,
I will speak more about how we can keep
our economy strong and our people safe.
I am confident that we can work together
to meet our responsibilities in these areas
and leave our children a stronger and more
prosperous America.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m.
on January 25 in the Cabinet Room at the
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on
January 26. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
January 25, but was embargoed for release
until the broadcast. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.

Statement on the Situation in Lebanon
January 26, 2008

I strongly condemn the terrorist bombing
in Beirut that killed Lebanese Internal Se-
curity Forces Captain Wissam Eid and
many other Lebanese. I extend condolences
to the families of the innocent Lebanese
killed in this brutal attack and hope for
a rapid recovery for all those wounded.

This bombing, the latest in a series of
terrorist attacks targeting those who are
working to secure Lebanon’s independence
and sovereignty, is a part of the continuing
assault on Lebanon’s institutions. We will
not falter in our support for the democrat-
ically elected Lebanese Government. We
renew our call for the immediate selection
of a new President in accordance with Leb-

anon’s Constitution. We demand that Syria,
Iran, and their allies end their interference
in and obstruction of Lebanon’s political
process.

The Lebanese people should be able to
enjoy security and liberty without the threat
of terrorism, violence, and foreign intimida-
tion. I appreciate the U.N.’s efforts to rap-
idly stand up the Special Tribunal for Leb-
anon, which will hold accountable those
who are responsible for this systematic
campaign of murder and intimidation. I
urge Lebanon’s friends and allies to commit
immediately the remaining funds required
for the tribunal to commence its work.
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Statement on the International Day of Commemoration in Memory of the
Victims of the Holocaust
January 27, 2008

On the third International Day of Com-
memoration, we remember and mourn the
victims of the Holocaust.

I was deeply moved by my recent visit
to Yad Vashem, Israel’s Holocaust museum.
Sixty-three years after the liberation of
Auschwitz, we must continue to educate
ourselves about the lessons of the Holo-
caust and honor those whose lives were
taken as a result of a totalitarian ideology
that embraced a national policy of violent
hatred, bigotry, and extermination. It is also
our responsibility to honor the survivors
and those courageous souls who refused to
be bystanders and instead risked their own

lives to try to save the Nazis’ intended vic-
tims.

Remembering the victims, heroes, and
lessons of the Holocaust remains important
today. We must continue to condemn the
resurgence of anti-Semitism, that same vir-
ulent intolerance that led to the Holocaust,
and we must combat bigotry and hatred
in all forms in America and abroad. Today
provides a sobering reminder that evil exists
and a call that when we find evil, we must
resist it.

May God bless the memory of the vic-
tims of the Holocaust, and may we never
forget.

Statement on the Death of Gordon B. Hinckley
January 28, 2008

Laura and I are deeply saddened by the
death of our friend Gordon B. Hinckley.
While serving for over seven decades in
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints, Gordon demonstrated the heart of
a servant and the wisdom of a leader. He
was a tireless worker and a talented com-
municator who was respected in his com-
munity and beloved by his congregation.
As president of his church, he traveled to
more than 60 countries to spread a message
of love and optimism to the millions of
people around the world who shared his
faith.

A Mayflower descendent and the grand-
son of Mormon pioneers, Gordon was a
deeply patriotic man. His leadership and

service strengthened the board of trustees
of Brigham Young University, the Boy
Scouts of America, and the 2002 Winter
Olympic games in Salt Lake City. In 2004,
I was honored to present him with the
Medal of Freedom, our Nation’s highest
civil award, in recognition of his lifelong
public service.

Laura and I will miss Gordon’s friendship
and wisdom. Our thoughts and prayers are
with his five children and the rest of the
Hinckley family.

NOTE: The statement referred to Kathleen
Barnes Walker, Virginia Pearce, Jane Dud-
ley, Richard Hinckley, and Clark Hinckley,
children of Mr. Hinckley.
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