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fixing to go up—which it is, unless Con-
gress acts; it will be going up in a couple
of years—it could change your behavior.
It could cause people to pull back and not
be confident about the future.

And I also called on them to stop this
business about putting special projects in
legislation without being voted on. That
doesn’t make any sense. I mean, our proc-
ess is one where there should be trans-
parency and—like, if a project is important
enough for a Member of Congress to slip
into what’s called a conference report, that
project ought to be important enough for
there to be a full vote—Members of Con-
gress get to look at it and see if it makes
any sense.

So I’ve got an agenda for Congress. I’m
looking forward to working with them on

how to stimulate the economy in the short
term, but make sure we remain a strong
economy in the long term. And I’m looking
forward to working with them. I like the
spirit I found up in the Halls of Congress.
There’s still a little politics in Washington,
DC, but that’s not to say we can’t work
for the common good.

And I appreciate you all giving me a
chance to come by and visit with you. I
hope you can tell I’m optimistic about the
future of the country, realistic about the
issues we face, and have—got a plan to
deal with them. God bless you. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:47 a.m. In
his remarks, he referred to Donald J. Hall,
Jr., president and chief executive officer,
Hallmark Cards, Inc.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report Relating to the
Interdiction of Aircraft Engaged in Illicit Drug Trafficking
January 31, 2008

Dear Madam Speaker: (Dear Mr.
President:)

Consistent with the authorities relating
to official immunity in the interdiction of
aircraft engaged in illicit drug trafficking
(Public Law 107–108, as amended, 22
U.S.C. 2291–4), and in order to keep the
Congress fully informed, I am providing a
report prepared by my Administration. This
report includes matters relating to the

interdiction of aircraft engaged in illicit
drug trafficking.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Nancy
Pelosi, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Richard B. Cheney, President of
the Senate. This letter was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on February
4.

Remarks Following a Cabinet Meeting
February 4, 2008

Thank you all for coming. I just met
with my Cabinet, where we discussed a
lot of issues. And one issue we discussed
was the budget. I submitted the budget

today to Congress. It’s on a laptop note-
book, an e-budget. It saves paper, saves
trees, saves money. I think it’s the first
budget submitted electronically.
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