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• Ensures that a reformed and aligned
investigative system maximizes the po-
tential for common ground in the adju-
dication of those programs whose secu-
rity and suitability determinations are
simultaneous; and,

• Ensures that all resulting decisions are
in the national interest, protect na-
tional security, and provide the Fed-
eral Government with an effective
workforce.

Under Executive Order 13381, I assigned
to the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget responsibility for improv-
ing the process for determining eligibility
for access to classified national security in-
formation. Under Executive Orders 10450
and 10577, as amended, and related statu-
tory authorities, the Office of Personnel
Management is assigned various respon-
sibilities related to personnel security inves-
tigations and suitability. These and all other
current executive orders remain in force.
However, recommendations may be made
to align or otherwise alter policies and pro-
cedures to ensure the effective, efficient,
and timely investigation and adjudication of
security clearances and suitability for em-
ployment for all personnel performing work
for or on behalf of the Federal Govern-
ment.

I hereby direct the Director of the Office
of Management and Budget, the Director
of the Office of Personnel Management,

the Assistant to the President for National
Security Affairs, the Director of National
Intelligence, and the Secretary of Defense,
to submit to the President an initial reform
proposal not later than April 30, 2008, that
includes, as necessary, proposed executive
and legislative actions to achieve the goals
of reform described above. This proposal
should be followed promptly by any addi-
tional proposals this group believes nec-
essary to fulfill its mission.

Nothing in this memorandum alters or
impedes the ability to carry out the authori-
ties of the executive departments and agen-
cies to perform their responsibilities under
existing law, including, but not limited to,
the authority of the Director of the Office
of Personnel Management under 5 U.S.C.
1103(a)(7) to recommend executive orders
amending the civil service rules governing
suitability for employment in the competi-
tive service and the excepted service of the
United States, and the authority of the As-
sistant Attorney General, Office of Legal
Counsel, Department of Justice, under 28
C.F.R. 0.25(b) to draft, revise, and advise
as to the form and legality all executive
orders prior to submission to the President.

The heads of executive departments and
agencies are directed to provide all infor-
mation and assistance requested by the Di-
rector of the Office of Management and
Budget in this important endeavor.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National
Emergency Blocking Property of Certain Persons Contributing to the
Conflict in Cote d’Ivoire
February 5, 2008

Dear Madam Speaker: (Dear Mr.
President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a national

emergency unless, prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits
to the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect beyond
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the anniversary date. In accordance with
this provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice to the Federal Register for publication,
stating that the national emergency and re-
lated measures blocking the property of
certain persons contributing to the conflict
in Cote d’Ivoire are to continue in effect
beyond February 7, 2008.

In March 2007, the Ougadougou Political
Agreement was signed by the two primary
protagonists in Cote d’Ivoire’s conflict. Al-
though considerable progress has been
made in implementing this agreement, the
situation in or in relation to Cote d’Ivoire
poses a continuing unusual and extraor-

dinary threat to the national security and
foreign policy of the United States.

For these reasons, I have determined
that it is necessary to continue the national
emergency and related measures blocking
the property of certain persons contributing
to the conflict in Cote d’Ivoire.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Nancy
Pelosi, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Richard B. Cheney, President of
the Senate. The notice is listed in Appendix
D at the end of this volume.

Remarks at a Swearing-In Ceremony for Edward T. Schafer as Secretary
of Agriculture
February 6, 2008

Thanks for the warm welcome. Before
we begin the ceremony today, we turn our
thoughts to those suffering from yesterday’s
tornadoes.

This was a bad storm that affected a
lot of people in a variety of States. Our
administration is reaching out to State offi-
cials. I just called the Governors of the
affected States. I wanted them to know that
this Government will help them. But more
importantly, I wanted them to be able to
tell the people in their States that the
American people hold them up and—hold
those who suffer up in prayer. Loss of life,
a lot of loss of property—prayers can help,
and so can the Government. And so today,
before we begin this important ceremony,
I do want the people in those States to
know the American people are standing
with them.

It’s good to be back here at the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. I am—I first want to
say how much I appreciate the hard and
good work the people in this Department
do on behalf of the American people.

I’m also pleased to witness the swearing-
in of an outstanding public servant, the new
leader for this Department, Secretary Ed
Schafer. I welcome Ed’s wife Nancy and
all their family members. [Laughter] They
got four children and eight grandchildren,
which means he’s got valuable experience
when it comes to the food supply. [Laugh-
ter] I know Ed’s family is proud of him,
as am I, and I congratulate him on taking
his place as America’s 29th Secretary of
Agriculture.

I appreciate the members of my Cabinet
who have joined us. Thanks for coming.
I very much appreciate the Members of
the Senate and the House who are here,
and I know the Secretary does as well: Sen-
ator Harkin, Senator Chambliss. These men
happen to be the ranking member of the—
chairman and ranking member of the agri-
cultural committee in the Senate. I appre-
ciate Collin Peterson, chairman of the
House Agriculture Committee, and I want
to thank the other Members here as well.
I appreciate very much the fact that John
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