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King Abdullah. Yes—[inaudible].
President Bush. Here’s a great—ask this

lady here; she’s good.

Iraqi Refugees/Lebanon/Syria
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Apart from

the Palestinian issue, did you also discuss
Lebanon and Iraq and whether there’s a
common position between you and Jordan
regarding the crisis in Lebanon and the
situation in Iraq?

President Bush. Yes, thank you. We did.
His Majesty—and he, of course, can answer
as well—but His Majesty made it very clear
to me that stability in Iraq is important
for Jordan. He also pointed out something
which I knew, but I wasn’t exactly sure
how it was affecting his country, that there
are roughly three-quarters of a million Iraqi
citizens who have moved to Jordan. And
we talked about a common strategy about
how to make sure that those citizens ended
up, hopefully, going home to Iraq as the
security situation improved, but also, while
they’re in Jordan, not create terrible issues
for the Government.

And of course, we talked about Lebanon.
We strongly—I strongly support Prime
Minister Siniora and the March 14th coali-
tion. I strongly condemn a Syrian inter-
ference in the Lebanese political process.

It is—I am extremely disappointed that the
Syrian leader continues to make it hard for
the Siniora Government to succeed, and
I really don’t appreciate the fact that
they’ve made it hard for this Government
to elect a President. We had diplomatic
success in the past, when the U.N. Security
Council passed a resolution seeing to it that
Syria left this young democracy to be able
to grow on its own. And now here they
are once again interfering inside the politics
of this country.

And so yes, we discussed the subject.
King Abdullah. And all I can add to that,

on the issue of Lebanon, is how we dis-
cussed the role of Arab countries and how
we can be effective in supporting the proc-
ess in Lebanon, so that as quickly as pos-
sible a government is formed which will
be able them—to take them to the future.

President Bush. Thank you all very much.
We’ve got to go have lunch with our wives.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:47 a.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Prime Minister Ehud
Olmert of Israel; President Mahmoud Abbas
of the Palestinian Authority; Prime Minister
Fuad Siniora of Lebanon; and President
Bashar al-Asad of Syria.

Remarks on the Situation in Colombia
March 4, 2008

This morning I spoke to President Uribe
of Colombia. He updated me on the situa-
tion in his country, including the continuing
assault by narcoterrorists as well as the pro-
vocative maneuvers by the regime in Ven-
ezuela.

I told the President that America fully
supports Colombia’s democracy and that we
firmly oppose any acts of aggression that
could destabilize the region. I told him that
America will continue to stand with Colom-

bia as it confronts violence and terror and
fights drug traffickers.

President Uribe told me that one of the
most important ways America can dem-
onstrate its support for Colombia is by
moving forward with a free trade agree-
ment that we negotiated. The free trade
agreement will show the Colombian people
that democracy and free enterprise lead to
a better life. It will help President Uribe
counter the radical vision of those who are

VerDate Mar 15 2010 13:23 Apr 17, 2012 Jkt 217557 PO 00000 Frm 00315 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\217557A.009 217557Aw
re

ie
r-

av
ile

s
on

D
S

K
5T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

w
ith

H
E

A
R

IN
G



316

Mar. 4 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008

seeking to undermine democracy and cre-
ate divisions within our hemisphere.

Our country’s message to President
Uribe and the people of Colombia is that
we stand with our democratic ally. My mes-
sage to the United States Congress is that
this trade agreement is more than a matter
of smart economics; it is a matter of na-
tional security. If we fail to approve this
agreement, we will let down our close ally,
we will damage our credibility in the re-
gion, and we will embolden the dema-
gogues in our hemisphere.

The President told me that the people
across the region are watching to see what

the United States will do. So Republicans
and Democrats in Congress need to come
together and approve this agreement. By
acting at this critical moment, we can show
the Colombian people and millions across
the region that they can count on America
to keep its word and that freedom is the
surest path to prosperity and peace.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:05 p.m. on
the South Lawn at the White House. The
Office of the Press Secretary also released
a Spanish language transcript of these re-
marks.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Zimbabwe
March 4, 2008

To the Congress of the United States:
The crisis constituted by the actions and

policies of certain members of the Govern-
ment of Zimbabwe and other persons to
undermine Zimbabwe’s democratic proc-
esses or institutions has not been resolved.
These actions and policies pose a con-
tinuing unusual and extraordinary threat to
the foreign policy of the United States. For
these reasons, I have determined that it
is necessary to continue this national emer-
gency and to maintain in force the sanc-
tions to respond to this threat.

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a national
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits

to the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect beyond
the anniversary date. In accordance with
this provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice to the Federal Register for publication,
stating that the national emergency with re-
spect to the actions and policies of certain
members of the Government of Zimbabwe
and other persons to undermine
Zimbabwe’s democratic processes or institu-
tions is to continue in effect beyond March
6, 2008.

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House,
March 4, 2008.

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D
at the end of this volume.
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