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seeking to undermine democracy and cre-
ate divisions within our hemisphere.

Our country’s message to President
Uribe and the people of Colombia is that
we stand with our democratic ally. My mes-
sage to the United States Congress is that
this trade agreement is more than a matter
of smart economics; it is a matter of na-
tional security. If we fail to approve this
agreement, we will let down our close ally,
we will damage our credibility in the re-
gion, and we will embolden the dema-
gogues in our hemisphere.

The President told me that the people
across the region are watching to see what

the United States will do. So Republicans
and Democrats in Congress need to come
together and approve this agreement. By
acting at this critical moment, we can show
the Colombian people and millions across
the region that they can count on America
to keep its word and that freedom is the
surest path to prosperity and peace.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:05 p.m. on
the South Lawn at the White House. The
Office of the Press Secretary also released
a Spanish language transcript of these re-
marks.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Zimbabwe
March 4, 2008

To the Congress of the United States:
The crisis constituted by the actions and

policies of certain members of the Govern-
ment of Zimbabwe and other persons to
undermine Zimbabwe’s democratic proc-
esses or institutions has not been resolved.
These actions and policies pose a con-
tinuing unusual and extraordinary threat to
the foreign policy of the United States. For
these reasons, I have determined that it
is necessary to continue this national emer-
gency and to maintain in force the sanc-
tions to respond to this threat.

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a national
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits

to the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect beyond
the anniversary date. In accordance with
this provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice to the Federal Register for publication,
stating that the national emergency with re-
spect to the actions and policies of certain
members of the Government of Zimbabwe
and other persons to undermine
Zimbabwe’s democratic processes or institu-
tions is to continue in effect beyond March
6, 2008.

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House,
March 4, 2008.

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D
at the end of this volume.
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Remarks at the Washington International Renewable Energy Conference
March 5, 2008

Thank you all. Thank you for the warm
welcome. Thanks for coming. It’s my honor
to be here. I’m proud to address the Wash-
ington International Renewable Energy
Conference. Thankfully, you only left it for
five words. [Laughter.] I appreciate your
commitment to renewable energy. I prob-
ably didn’t help today when I rode over
in a 20-car motorcade. [Laughter.]

I appreciate the fact that—I hope you
understand that you’re pioneers on the
frontiers of change; that I fully suspect that
this conference will seem unbelievably out-
dated within a decade; that people will
marvel about how far technology has
helped change our habits and change the
world. And I hope you take great pride
in being a part of this constructive change.
And so thanks for coming to America. We
welcome you here.

To my fellow citizens, thanks for being
entrepreneurs and forward thinkers. To
members of my administration, like Sam
Bodman, who just introduced me, or Ed
Schafer, the head of the Agriculture De-
partment, or Steve Johnson, EPA, thank
you all for serving our country. Thanks for
your kind words, Sam. I appreciate all the
others who are here from my administra-
tion.

Mike Eckhart is the president of the
American Council on Renewable Energy.
He and I went to Harvard together. I don’t
know if he is—has had to spend time over-
coming that, but I certainly have and—
[laughter]—particularly in Texas politics.
But it’s good to be with my friend Mike.
I can assure you that when we were at
Harvard Business School together, he never
envisioned that we would be in our respec-
tive positions, like we are today. As a mat-
ter of fact, I know in 1975, he never even
thought about the word ‘‘renewable fuel,’’
much less ‘‘President George W. Bush.’’

I welcome the Ambassadors who are
here. I welcome—listen, let me start first
by telling you that America has got to
change its habits. We’ve got to get off oil.
And the reason why is, first, oil is—depend-
ency on oil presents a real challenge to
our economy. As economies grow—and we
want all our economies to grow; we want
people to be prosperous. We want people
who are living in poverty to be able to
grow out of poverty. We want there to be
general prosperity. But as economies grow,
until we change our habits, there is going
to be more dependency on oil.

My job, as the President of the country,
is to put progrowth policies in place. But
we’re dependent upon oil, and so as our
economy grows, it’s going to create more
demand for oil—same with China, same
with India, same with other growing coun-
tries. And it should be obvious to you all
that the demand is outstripping supply,
which causes prices to go up. And it’s mak-
ing it harder here in America for working
families to save and for farmers to be pros-
perous and for small businesses to grow.

The dependency upon oil also puts us
at the mercy of terrorists. If there’s tight
supply and demand, all it requires is one
terrorist disruption of oil and that price
goes even higher. It’s in our interests to
end our dependency on oil because it—
that dependency presents a challenge to
our national security. In 1985, 20 percent
of America’s oil came from abroad. Today,
that number is nearly 60 percent.

Now, all the countries we import from
are friendly, stable countries, but some
countries we get oil from don’t particularly
like us. They don’t like the form of govern-
ment that we embrace. They don’t believe
in the same freedoms we believe in. And
that’s a problem from a national security
perspective for the United States and any
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