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Jan. 7 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008

Azcoitia, principal, Horace Greeley Elemen-
tary School; Mayor Richard M. Daley of Chi-
cago, IL; Rufus Williams, president, Chicago

Board of Education; and Arne Duncan, chief
executive officer, Chicago Public Schools.

Remarks Following a Meeting With the Chicago 2016 Bid Committee and
United States Olympic Committee Members in Chicago
January 7, 2008

I want to thank the members of the 2016
Chicago bid to get the Olympics. Listen,
Mr. Mayor, you and your committee have
put together a great plan. It’s a plan that
will make America proud.

They say that the Olympics will come
to Chicago if we’re fortunate enough to
be selected, but really it’s coming to Amer-
ica. And I can’t think of a better city to
represent the United States than Chicago.

This is a well-thought-out venue. There
will be—the athletes will be taken care of.
People who will be coming from around

the world will find that this good city has
got fantastic accommodations and great res-
taurants. It will be safe.

And so I—this country supports your bid
strongly. And our hope is that the judges
will take a good look at Chicago and select
Chicago for the 2016 Olympics.

Thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:35 a.m. at
the Union League Club of Chicago. In his
remarks, he referred to Mayor Richard M.
Daley of Chicago, IL.

Remarks on the National Economy in Chicago
January 7, 2008

Thank you all. Thank you all very much.
Thanks for coming. I’m glad to be here
with the members of the Illinois Chamber.
Mr. Mayor, thank you very much. You’ve
given me a lot to do today. [Laughter]

First thing is, the mayor runs the school
system. And I went by Horace Greeley Ele-
mentary, and the reason I did is because
Horace Greeley is a blue ribbon school.
I remember awhile back, everybody was a
blue ribbon school. But that’s not the way
it is these days because we’re judicious in
who gets awarded a blue ribbon school.
A blue ribbon school is one which sets high
standards and measures and achieves re-
sults.

Mr. Mayor, you’re a reformer when it
comes to education because you understand

when we find mediocrity, when we find
schools that aren’t teaching, we’re going to
have to do something about it if the United
States wants to remain competitive in the
21st century.

Then the mayor had me briefed by the
2016 Olympic committee bid team, and you
got a good bid. I’m absolutely convinced
that Chicago will represent the entire coun-
try the right way if the Olympics are here
in 2016. Mr. Mayor, you’ve put together
an outstanding team, and I just want to—
[applause]—I just want the judges to un-
derstand that the United States of America
stands squarely behind Chicago’s bid.

I am really pleased to be here at the
Union League Club. I did a little research
into the history, and it turns out, Winston
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