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for them to recruit unless they find hope-
less situations. And there’s nothing more
hopeless for a mother to see a baby die
needlessly. And there’s nothing more hope-
less than a pandemic that sweeps through
a continent.

And so the initiative, the Malaria No
More initiative, first and foremost, is a part
of our efforts to make sure that peace pre-
vails in the long term. And it’s working;
it’s amazing. Admiral Ziemer is here. This
guy can get the job done. See, I—one of
the things that we pride ourselves on in
this administration is, we like to not only
be talkers; we like to be doers. We like
to set out an agenda and then see to it
that the agenda is accomplished.

And working on this malaria initiative,
we can measure. You can measure how
many nets have been purchased and dis-
tributed, how many pills have been distrib-
uted, how many countries have been af-
fected. When we were in Tanzania, we
were told that Zanzibar, which is a part
of Tanzania, went from having their babies
infected by malaria at the tune of 20 per-
cent to 1 percent in 18 months. And so
I am the kind of fellow that says, this is
in our interests, and I expect the monies
that we’re spending to be spent well and
to be spent wisely. And they are.

It’s also in our moral interest. Our Na-
tion is a better nation when we help people

save lives. The collective will of the Amer-
ican people to help somebody who suffers,
who they might not ever know, lifts our
national spirit. And so on our trip to Africa,
I tried to make sure that the people of
Africa understood this wasn’t a George
Bush initiative or a Laura Bush initiative
or a Condi Rice initiative; this was an initia-
tive of the most compassionate people on
the face of the Earth, the American people.

And you’re helping this initiative go for-
ward. And so I’ve taken a breather from
the movie to come by—[laughter]—to
thank you very much for standing strong
with the forces of goodness and light and
compassion. And the work you’re doing is
necessary, and it’s important, and it’s suc-
ceeding. And I hope you take great heart
in that.

Thanks for letting me come by to say
hi, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:22 p.m. at
the residence of the Ambassador of Kuwait
to the U.S. In his remarks, he referred to
Kuwait’s Ambassador to the U.S. Salim al-
Abdallah al-Jabir al-Sabah and his wife Rima
al-Sabah; Raymond G. Chambers, founder,
Malaria No More; musician and activist
Youssou N’Dour; and Rear Adm. R. Timothy
Ziemer, USN (Ret.), U.S. Malaria Coordi-
nator.

Remarks on Intelligence Reform Legislation
March 13, 2008

Last month, House leaders declared that
they needed 21 additional days to pass leg-
islation giving our intelligence professionals
the tools they need to protect America.
That deadline passed last Saturday without
any action from the House.

This week, House leaders are finally
bringing legislation to the floor. Unfortu-
nately, instead of holding a vote on the

good bipartisan bill that passed the United
States Senate, they introduced a partisan
bill that would undermine America’s secu-
rity. This bill is unwise. The House leaders
know that the Senate will not pass it. And
even if the Senate did pass it, they know
I will veto it.

Yesterday the Attorney General and the
Director of National Intelligence sent a

VerDate Mar 15 2010 13:23 Apr 17, 2012 Jkt 217557 PO 00000 Frm 00367 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\217557A.010 217557Aw
re

ie
r-

av
ile

s
on

D
S

K
5T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

w
ith

H
E

A
R

IN
G



368

Mar. 13 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008

leader to the Speaker explaining why the
bill is dangerous to our national security.
They cited a number of serious flaws in
the bill, including the following.

First, the House bill could reopen dan-
gerous intelligence gaps by putting in place
a cumbersome court approval process that
would make it harder to collect intelligence
on foreign terrorists. This is an approach
that Congress explicitly rejected last August
when bipartisan majorities in both Houses
passed the Protect America Act. And it is
an approach the Senate rejected last month
when it passed a new—new legislation to
extend and strengthen the Protect America
Act by an overwhelming vote of 68 to 29.

Now House leaders are proposing to un-
dermine this consensus. Their partisan leg-
islation would extend protections we enjoy
as Americans to foreign terrorists overseas.
It would cause us to lose vital intelligence
on terrorist threats, and this is a risk that
our country cannot afford to take.

Second, the House bill fails to provide
liability protection to companies believed
to have assisted in protecting our Nation
after the 9/11 attacks. Instead, the House
bill would make matters even worse by al-
lowing litigation to continue for years. In
fact, House leaders simply adopted the po-
sition that class-action trial lawyers are tak-
ing in the multibillion-dollar lawsuits they
have filed. This litigation would undermine
the private sector’s willingness to cooperate
with the intelligence community, coopera-
tion that is absolutely essential to protecting
our country from harm. This litigation
would require the disclosure of state secrets
that could lead to the public release of
highly classified information that our en-
emies could use against us. And this litiga-
tion would be unfair because any compa-
nies that assisted us after 9/11 were assured
by our Government that their cooperation
was legal and necessary.

Companies that may have helped us save
lives should be thanked for their patriotic
service, not subjected to billion-dollar law-

suits that will make them less willing to
help in the future. The House bill may
be good for class-action trial lawyers, but
it would be terrible for the United States.

Third, the House bill would establish yet
another commission to examine past intel-
ligence activities. This would be a redun-
dant and partisan exercise that would waste
our intelligence officials’ time and tax-
payers’ money.

The bipartisan House and Senate intel-
ligence and judiciary committees have al-
ready held numerous oversight hearings on
the Government’s intelligence activities. It
seems that House leaders are more inter-
ested in investigating our intelligence pro-
fessionals than in giving them the tools they
need to protect us. Congress should stop
playing politics with the past and focus on
helping us prevent terrorist attacks in the
future.

Members of the House should not be
deceived into thinking that voting for this
unacceptable legislation would somehow
move the process along. Voting for this bill
does not move the process along. Instead,
voting for this bill would make our country
less safe because it would move us further
away from passing the good bipartisan Sen-
ate bill that is needed to protect America.

The American people understand the
stakes in this struggle. They want their chil-
dren to be safe from terror. Congress has
done little in the 3 weeks since the last
recess, and they should not leave for their
Easter recess without getting the Senate
bill to my desk.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:20 a.m. on
the South Lawn at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Attorney General Mi-
chael B. Mukasey. He also referred to H.R.
3773.
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Remarks Following a Briefing By Provincial Reconstruction Team Leaders
and Brigade Combat Commanders
March 13, 2008

As you can see here on the screen in
front of me, we’ve got assembled in Af-
ghanistan—thanks to Ambassador Wood—
PRTs, which is Provincial Reconstruction
Teams, made up of military and civilian
personnel, all aiming to help the Afghans
recover from unbelievable brutality of the
Taliban and have a society that’s capable
of meeting the needs of its people. We’ve
also got two members of the PRT here
present with us.

Our strategy in Afghanistan is, one, to
provide enough security so civil society can
move forward. Any counter—effective
counterinsurgency strategy will require
more than just military action; it requires
a military-civilian interface. And so if you
look on the screen, you see brave and cou-
rageous Americans in uniform and not in
uniform, because they’re a part of this strat-
egy to help Afghans, one, understand the
blessings of good governance. In other
words, the folks are attempting to fight cor-
ruption at the local level so that the local
citizens are able to have a positive outlook
about their government. We’re also working
to educate people, build roads, provide
good health care. And our fellow citizens
are there on the ground, in some difficult

circumstances, all aiming to help this young
democracy survive and thrive. And there
are difficulties, but we’re also making
progress.

And the best thing we got going for us—
not only do we have brave and compas-
sionate citizens willing to serve, but we’ve
also got an ideology based upon liberty,
which stands in stark contrast to the ide-
ology of the thugs and murderers called
the Taliban. And the job of hand is to
help these folks recover, help the Afghans
realize there’s a better future for them.
And it’s hard work, but it’s necessary work
for the security of our country.

And so it’s been a great pleasure for
senior members of my administration to
hear the stories and to hear the issues that
they face. I’m enriched by the experience,
and I do want to thank you very much
for serving our country. And as I men-
tioned to you earlier, please thank your
families for them standing by you during
these—during your time of service.

God bless you all, and thank you for
your time.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:27 a.m. in
the Roosevelt Room at the White House.

Statement on Farm Legislation
March 13, 2008

The Congress has agreed on legislation
to extend current farm programs to April
18, 2008. I will sign this legislation to avoid
serious disruptions that might result if the
current law is allowed to expire without
a responsible farm bill enacted in its place.
Farmers and ranchers deserve to know the
structure of policies that affect their day-

to-day business activities, and right now
they face uncertainty.

Throughout this process, my goal has
been and remains to sign a good farm bill.
Over 1 year ago, following listening sessions
across the Nation, the Department of Agri-
culture unveiled a reform-minded and fis-
cally responsible approach to supporting
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