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NOTE: The President spoke at 10:11 a.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. In his

remarks, he referred to TV host and fisher-
man Charlie Pack.

Remarks Following Discussions With King Hamad bin Isa al-Khalifa of
Bahrain
March 25, 2008

President Bush. Your Majesty, welcome
back to Washington. It is such a pleasure
to see you. I still have such fond memories
of our trip to the Kingdom of Bahrain.
His Majesty and I were reminiscing about
the sword dance that you put on. It was
spectacular. And you’ve got a—not only do
you have a beautiful country, but you’ve
got a prosperous country and a country that
is a great friend of the United States. It’s
just such a honor to welcome you back
here.

We had a good discussion—and we’ll
continue our discussion over lunch—on a
variety of subjects. First, I do want to thank
the Kingdom for sending an ambassador
to Iraq. That’s a very strong move that indi-
cates a willingness to lead, as well as a
willingness to send a signal that when a
young democracy like Iraq is beginning to
make progress, that it is important for the
neighborhood to recognize that progress.
And I really do want to thank Your Majesty
for that.

We talked about security measures, the
need to work together on joint security op-
erations. I congratulated His Majesty on
Bahrain’s leadership of a joint task force
that’s—that is enabling nations to learn how
to work together in order to keep the
peace.

All in all, it’s been what you would ex-
pect: a visit that’s cordial and comfortable
and amongst friends. And so, Your Majesty,
welcome back, and thank you for coming.

King Hamad. Thank you. Thank you. I
would like to thank the President for his
kind invitation and his great support to
Bahrain and to the stability and prosperity
of our region.

And concerning sending back ambas-
sador—an ambassador to Iraq, Iraq is an
Arab state. Iraq is a founder of the Arab
League, so it deserves all the support that
it can get from other brother Arabs.

And the discussion today focused on bi-
lateral relations concerning the free trade
agreement, which we have signed, and con-
cerning the energy as well, which yesterday
was signed by the Secretary of State and
our Foreign Minister. And we talked about
security matters, which really are the most
important issue for maintaining the devel-
opment and the prosperity in our region.

And I came all the way to thank the
President for what he has done for Bahrain
and for our region and for the whole
world—stability and security in fighting ter-
rorism and extremism. And we hope we
achieve our common goals by having a sta-
ble world.

So thank you, Mr. President. Thank you.
President Bush. Thank you, Majesty.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:32 a.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. King
Hamad referred to Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs Khalid bin Ahmad al-Khalifa of Bahrain.
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Remarks at a Celebration of Greek Independence Day
March 25, 2008

Thank you. Your Eminence, thank you
very much. Welcome to the White House.
I’m always open for a few suggestions.
[Laughter] You’re an easy man to listen
to.

And I want to thank you all for coming.
Here we are to celebrate the 187th anni-
versary of Greek independence. And it’s an
interesting place to celebrate it, isn’t it?
You know, the White House is a great sym-
bol for independence and freedom and lib-
erty. And it’s a fitting place to celebrate
the independence of Greece.

Mr. Minister, thank you for coming. We
appreciate you coming all the way over for
this event, and we’re proud you’re here.
And thanks for bringing your son.

Mr. Ambassador, thanks for coming. Am-
bassador Mallias is with us today. Mr. Am-
bassador, there you are, right there, Ambas-
sador. Thank you. It’s good to see your
wife. Appreciate you all being here. Ambas-
sador Kakouris of—to Cyprus is with us—
from Cyprus to U.S. is with us.

Senator, thank you for coming. It’s good
to see you again. We miss you around these
parts. [Laughter] I don’t know if you’ve
missed these parts, but we miss you around
these parts. [Laughter]

Father Alex, good to see you again, sir.
Thanks. I appreciate very much my Greek
American—fellow Greek American citizens
coming, as well as those who wear the uni-
form. We’re proud to be in your presence.

Your Eminence, all free people stand on
the shoulders of Greece. In the ancient
world where political power usually came
from the sword, the people of Athens came
together around a radical and untried idea:
that men were fit to govern themselves.
It was this freedom that allowed them to
create one of the most vibrant societies in
history. And that society deeply influenced
America’s Founding Fathers when they

sought to establish a free state centuries
later.

Throughout their history, the people of
Greece have been committed to liberty.
They’ve also been committed to the impor-
tant principle that liberty only survives
when brave men and women are ready to
come to its defense.

In the years leading up to Greece’s war
for independence, one of the rallying cries
of the Greek people was that it was better
to be free for an hour than to be a slave
for 40 years. Those are the kind of folks
who had their priorities straight.

The United States was by Greece’s side
from the very beginning of the struggle for
independence. In those early days, some
Americans volunteered to serve in the
Greek army, and many more contributed
the funds that were necessary to keep the
fight alive. Former Presidents John Adams
and Thomas Jefferson and James Madison
all spoke in favor of the Greek people’s
right to self-determination. And after many
long years, Greece emerged victorious and
free. And that’s what we’re celebrating
today.

And from that time forward, the United
States and Greece have been strong allies
in the cause of freedom. Today, we con-
tinue to work to spread the hope of liberty.
Our countries are working together in Af-
ghanistan, where Greek troops are an im-
portant part of the NATO forces that are
restoring hope to that country. We’re also
partners in promoting stability in the Bal-
kans and in the Middle East, where Greece
provides peacekeepers in Bosnia and
Kosovo and Lebanon. Please thank your
Governments for this—strong signals that
liberty is universal and that liberty will
bring the peace we all hope.

Our Nation has been inspired by Greek
ideals, and we have been enriched by
Greek immigrants. Today, more than 1.3
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