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some point in time, the Palestinians who
agree that Israel ought to be—exist and
agree that a state ought to live side by
side with Israel in peace have something
to be for. They need to have a vision that’s
clearly defined that competes with the ter-
rorists and the killers who murder the inno-
cent people to stop the advance of democ-
racy.

Secondly, I intend to work with our Arab
friends and allies on this very issue, and
remind them about, one, the strategy; and
two, the obligations they have to help this
vision become a reality; and thirdly, remind
our friends and allies that the United States
is committed to security in the region.

One of the problems we have is that
the intelligence report on Iran sent a mixed
signal. And I’m going to remind them what
I said in that press conference when I sat
there and answered some of your questions:
Iran was a threat, Iran is a threat, and
Iran will continue to be a threat if they
are allowed to learn how to enrich uranium.

And so I’m looking forward to making
it clear that the United States of America
sees clearly the threats of this world, and
we intend to work with our friends and
allies to make the—that part of the world
more secure.

Thank you all very much. See you when
I get back.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:12 p.m. in
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Gen. David H.
Petraeus, USA, commanding general, Multi-
National Force—Iraq; Prime Minister Nuri
al-Maliki of Iraq; Kristin Hagerstrom, team
leader, Ramadi Embedded Provincial Re-
construction Team; John Jones, team leader,
Diyala Provincial Reconstruction Team; John
Smith, team leader, Embedded Provincial
Reconstruction Team, Baghdad 7; and Ri-
yadh Samarrai, leader of the Adhamiya
Awakening group, who was killed by a suicide
bomber in Baghdad on January 8.

Statement on Peace Efforts in Sudan
January 8, 2008

Tomorrow marks the third anniversary of
the signing of the comprehensive peace
agreement in Sudan, which ended 21 years
of civil war in that country. I am proud
of the role the United States played in
achieving that historic result. I remain com-
mitted to assisting both sides with the rig-
orous and complete implementation of all
aspects of the agreement. While much
progress has been made in forming a Gov-
ernment of National Unity, sharing wealth,
and respecting a cessation of hostilities,
many challenges remain to the agreement’s
full implementation. Every effort should be
made to ensure that a nationwide census
is immediately conducted to allow national
elections to be held on time next year. The
work of Sudan’s border commission also

must be reinvigorated, along with efforts
to redeploy troops away from disputed bor-
der areas to reduce the chances of a return
to violence. The comprehensive peace
agreement laid the groundwork for lasting
peace and unity for all of Sudan, and its
vigorous application will continue to under-
pin U.S. involvement across Sudan.

I have asked my new Special Envoy for
Sudan, Ambassador Richard Williamson, to
continue the United States strong involve-
ment on north-south issues to help find
solutions to these challenges. Ambassador
Williamson is also charged with advancing
efforts to end the violence in Darfur. I
am deeply troubled that innocent civilians
continue to fall victim to the scourge of
Government and rebel-led attacks in

VerDate Mar 15 2010 13:23 Apr 17, 2012 Jkt 217557 PO 00000 Frm 00046 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\217557A.001 217557Aw
re

ie
r-

av
ile

s
on

D
S

K
5T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

w
ith

H
E

A
R

IN
G



47

Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 / Jan. 9

Darfur. I remain firmly committed to the
rapid deployment of an effective peace-
keeping force, coupled with serious political

dialogue between the parties, to help end
the crisis and the suffering of the innocent
people of Darfur.

Remarks at a Welcoming Ceremony in Tel Aviv, Israel
January 9, 2008

President Peres and Prime Minister
Olmert, I thank you for your warm wel-
come. You know, it’s been nearly a decade
since I’ve been in Israel, and I’ve really
been looking forward to coming back.
Truth of the matter is, when I was here
last time, I really didn’t think I’d be coming
back as President of the United States. But
I knew I’d come back because Israel is
a special place. And it’s a great honor to
make my first visit as the President of the
United States. Thank you all for coming
out to welcome me.

My one regret is that my wife isn’t trav-
eling today. Laura is back home in Wash-
ington, but she sends her very best regards
to both of you all and to the people of
Israel.

The United States and Israel are strong
allies. The source of that strength is a
shared belief in the power of human free-
dom. Our people have built two great de-
mocracies under difficult circumstances.
We built free economies to unleash the
potential of our people. And the alliance
between our two nations helps guarantee
Israel’s security as a Jewish state.

Each of our nations must guard against
terror. We must firmly resist those who
murder the innocent to achieve their polit-
ical objectives. We must recognize that the
great ideology based upon liberty is hope-
ful. In working the lines here, one of the
religious leaders said, ‘‘Remember, Mr.
President, justice and love.’’ Justice and
love is based upon a society that welcomes
human rights and human dignity, a society
which recognizes the universality of free-
dom. And that’s what we stand for today.
We will do more than defend ourselves.
We seek lasting peace. We see a new op-
portunity for peace here in the Holy Land
and for freedom across the region.

I look forward to my meetings with
President Peres and Prime Minister
Olmert. We will discuss our deep desire
for security, for freedom, and for peace
throughout the Middle East. I want to
thank the people of Israel for their friend-
ship and hospitality, and I appreciate the
opportunity to visit your beautiful country
once again. God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:23 p.m. at
Ben Gurion International Airport.

Remarks Following a Meeting With President Shimon Peres of Israel in
Jerusalem, Israel
January 9, 2008

President Peres. Mr. President, distin-
guished guests: As the President of the
state, I am delighted to speak on behalf

of our people. I want to tell you in simple
language, you came to a land and a people
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