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George when he said that Russia and the
United States no longer consider each other
as enemies. At a minimum, they look at
each other as partners, and I believe this
is very important.

Of course, a lot of outstanding issues re-
main. It is true that we do have disagree-
ments on some sensitive areas of our co-
operation, but at the same time, we do
have enough strength to search for solu-
tions. And as our meeting today has shown,
we are capable of achieving positive re-
sults—that is, on the whole—in counterter-
rorism, in fighting proliferation of weapons
of mass destruction and missile technology,
of fighting the drug threat. All of these
create a reliable platform for cooperation,
not only between Russia and the United
States but a platform that contributes to
ensuring international security.

If we mention on top of that our eco-
nomic cooperation, we can state that in the

past 8 years, we have been able to improve
the relations between our two countries and
in the world as a whole.

President Bush. Yes, I agree with that
answer. And secondly, I spent—I told
President-elect that I would see him in
Japan at the G–8, and that’s the only sched-
uling matters that we discussed. And I’m
going to finish out my term—my time with
Vladimir, and then I’ll turn my attention
to the President when he gets to be the
President. But the first time I suspect we’ll
meet will be in the scheduled meeting in
Japan.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President’s news conference
began at 12:07 p.m. in the Press Center at
the Bocharov Ruchei. President Putin and
some reporters spoke in Russian, and their
remarks were translated by an interpreter.

Statement on the Death of Charlton Heston
April 6, 2008

Laura and I are saddened by the death
of our friend Charlton Heston. Charlton
Heston was one of the most successful ac-
tors in movie history and a strong advocate
for liberty.

Widely acclaimed for his long, award-
winning film career, he also had a profound
impact off the screen. He served his coun-
try during World War II, marched in the
civil rights movement, led a labor union,

and vigorously defended Americans’ second
amendment rights. He was a man of char-
acter and integrity, with a big heart. For
all these reasons, in 2003, I was proud to
award Charlton Heston the Presidential
Medal of Freedom, the Nations’s highest
civil honor.

Our prayers are with his wife Lydia and
the entire Heston family during this dif-
ficult time.

Remarks on the Colombia Free Trade Agreement
April 7, 2008

Thank you. Please be seated. I want to
thank the members of my Cabinet for join-
ing me here today. Madam Ambassador,
thank you for coming. I appreciate those

who support free trade and fair trade for
joining us on this important occasion.

In a few minutes, I will sign a letter
to Congress that will transmit legislation
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