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most innovative, creative, and dynamic
country on Earth. It is also among the most
religious. In our Nation, faith and reason
coexist in harmony. This is one of our
country’s greatest strengths and one of the
reasons that our land remains a beacon of
hope and opportunity for millions across
the world.

Most of all, Holy Father, you will find
in America people whose hearts are open
to your message of hope. And America and
the world need this message.

In a world where some invoke the name
of God to justify acts of terror and murder
and hate, we need your message that God
is love. And embracing this love is the sur-
est way to save men from falling prey to
the teaching of fanaticism and terrorism.

In a world where some treat life as
something to be debased and discarded, we
need your message that all human life is
sacred and that ‘‘each of us is willed, each
of us is loved’’—[applause]—and your mes-
sage that ‘‘each of us is willed, each of
us is loved, [and] each of us is necessary.’’

In a world where some no longer believe
that we can distinguish between simple
right and wrong, we need your message
to reject this dictatorship of relativism and
embrace a culture of justice and truth.

In a world where some see freedom as
simply the right to do as they wish, we
need your message that true liberty re-
quires us to live our freedom not just for
ourselves but in a spirit of mutual support.

Holy Father, thank you for making this
journey to America. Our Nation welcomes
you. We appreciate the example you set
for the world, and we ask that you always
keep us in your prayers.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:38 a.m. on
the South Lawn at the White House. The
transcript released by the Office of the Press
Secretary also included the remarks of Pope
Benedict XVI. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of these remarks.

Joint Statement by the United States of America and the Holy See
April 16, 2008

His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI and
President George W. Bush met today in
the Oval Office of the White House.

President Bush, on behalf of all Ameri-
cans, welcomed the Holy Father, wished
him a happy birthday, and thanked him
for the spiritual and moral guidance, which
he offers to the whole human family. The
President wished the Pope every success
in his Apostolic Journey and in his address
at the United Nations, and expressed ap-
preciation for the Pope’s upcoming visit to
‘‘Ground Zero’’ in New York.

During their meeting, the Holy Father
and the President discussed a number of
topics of common interest to the Holy See

and the United States of America, including
moral and religious considerations to which
both parties are committed: the respect of
the dignity of the human person; the de-
fense and promotion of life, matrimony and
the family; the education of future genera-
tions; human rights and religious freedom;
sustainable development and the struggle
against poverty and pandemics, especially
in Africa. In regard to the latter, the Holy
Father welcomed the United States’ sub-
stantial financial contributions in this area.
The two reaffirmed their total rejection of
terrorism as well as the manipulation of
religion to justify immoral and violent acts
against innocents. They further touched on
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the need to confront terrorism with appro-
priate means that respect the human per-
son and his or her rights.

The Holy Father and the President de-
voted considerable time in their discussions
to the Middle East, in particular resolving
the Israel-Palestinian conflict in line with
the vision of two states living side-by-side
in peace and security, their mutual support
for the sovereignty and independence of
Lebanon, and their common concern for
the situation in Iraq and particularly the
precarious state of Christian communities
there and elsewhere in the region. The
Holy Father and the President expressed
hope for an end to violence and for a

prompt and comprehensive solution to the
crises which afflict the region.

The Holy Father and the President also
considered the situation in Latin America
with reference, among other matters, to im-
migrants, and the need for a coordinated
policy regarding immigration, especially
their humane treatment and the well being
of their families.

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language version of this
joint statement. An original was not available
for verification of the content of this joint
statement.

Remarks on Energy and Climate Change
April 16, 2008

Thank you. Welcome. I thank you all
for coming. I particularly want to thank
members of my Cabinet for joining me
here today in the Rose Garden.

Tomorrow represents—representatives of
the world’s major economies will gather in
Paris to discuss climate change. Here in
Washington, the debate about climate
change is intensifying. Today I’ll share
some views on this important issue to ad-
vance discussions both at home and abroad.

Climate change involves complicated
science and generates vigorous debate.
Many are concerned about the effect of
climate change on our environment. Many
are concerned about the effect of climate
change policies on our economy. I share
these concerns, and I believe they can be
sensibly reconciled.

Over the past 7 years, my administration
has taken a rational, balanced approach to
these serious challenges. We believe we
need to protect our environment. We be-
lieve we need to strengthen our energy se-
curity. We believe we need to grow our
economy. And we believe the only way to

achieve these goals is through continued
advances in technology. So we’ve pursued
a series of policies aimed at encouraging
the rise of innovation, as well as more cost-
effective clean energy technologies that can
help America and developing nations re-
duce greenhouse gases, reduce our depend-
ence on oil, and keep our economies vi-
brant and strong for the decades to come.

I’ve put our Nation on a path to slow,
stop, and eventually reverse the growth of
our greenhouse gas emissions. In 2002, I
announced our first step: to reduce Amer-
ica’s greenhouse gas intensity by 18 percent
through 2012. I’m pleased to say that we
remain on track to meet this goal even
as our economy has grown 17 percent.

As we take these steps here at home,
we’re also working internationally on a ra-
tional path to addressing global climate
change. When I took office 7 years ago,
we faced a problem. A number of nations
around the world were preparing to imple-
ment the flawed approach of Kyoto Pro-
tocol. In 1997, the United States Senate
took a look at the Kyoto approach and
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