
520

Apr. 17 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008

reminder of the danger our diplomats, mili-
tary personnel, and locally employed staff
bear in their service to the United States.

Since the Beirut attack, we and citizens
of many countries have suffered more at-
tacks at the hands of Hizballah and other
terrorists backed by the regimes in Tehran
and Damascus, which use terror and vio-
lence against innocent civilians. All nations
should condemn such brutal attacks and
recognize that the purposeful targeting of
civilians is immoral and unjustifiable.

The people of Lebanon have spent the
better part of three decades living under
the threat of violence, assassinations, and

other forms of intimidation. Despite this,
they and their leaders continue to work
for a peaceful and democratic future, even
as Syria, Iran, and their Lebanese proxies
seek to undermine Lebanese democracy
and institutions. The United States will con-
tinue to stand with the Lebanese Govern-
ment and the Lebanese people as they
struggle to preserve their hard-won sov-
ereignty and independence, endeavor to
provide justice for victims of terrorism and
political violence, and continue to seek the
election of a president committed to these
principles.

Message to the Congress on Extending Generalized System of Preferences
Benefits to the Solomon Islands
April 17, 2008

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with section 502(f)(1)(B)

of the Trade Act of 1974, as amended (the
‘‘Act’’), I am providing notification of my
intent to add the Solomon Islands to the
list of least-developed beneficiary devel-
oping countries under the Generalized Sys-
tem of Preferences (GSP) program. In Ex-
ecutive Order 12302 of April 1, 1981, the
Solomon Islands was designated as a bene-
ficiary developing country for purposes of

the GSP program. After considering the
criteria set forth in sections 501 and 502
of the Act, I have determined that it is
appropriate to extend least-developed bene-
ficiary developing country benefits to the
Solomon Islands.

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House,
April 17, 2008.

Remarks at the National Catholic Prayer Breakfast
April 18, 2008

Thank you very much. Good morning.
Thank you. Please be seated. Thank you
for the gracious welcome. Austin, thanks
for your kind introduction. Thanks for giv-
ing me this unusual speaking opportunity.
I understand that this program builds up
to another speech. [Laughter] It’s not every
day you get to be the warmup act to the

Holy Father. [Laughter] I am honored to
be here. I do thank Austin for his leader-
ship for the Catholic Prayer Breakfast. I
thank the board of directors for having me.
I thank Archbishop Gomez—Tejano—for
being here. And I want to thank our—
Bishop Finn, members of the clergy. Thank
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