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like the dinners in 2005 and 2006, when
we had a couple of surprises up our
sleeves.
[A video was shown.]

We’ve had a lot of fun nights over the
years. Do you remember the year I men-
tioned Ozzy Osbourne, and he stood up
on a chair and blew me a kiss? [Laughter]
So few leaders get that kind of experience.
[Laughter] You know, I love the mixed
crowds here. It’s an interesting crowd. You
know, just think: Pamela Anderson and
Mitt Romney in the same room. [Laughter]
Isn’t that one of the signs of the apoca-
lypse? [Laughter]

Which brings me to Dick. [Laughter]
For 8 years as Vice President, Dick has
ridden shotgun. That’s probably not the
best analogy. [Laughter] But he is a dear
friend, and he’s been the greatest straight
man in the history of the world. [Laughter]
Dick, I don’t know what I would have done
for material without you. [Laughter]
[A video was shown.]

What I like best about these evenings
is the laughter and the chance to thank

you for the work you do for the country.
I also view this as a good chance to put
aside our differences for a few hours.

And one thing we all share, whether
we’re native citizens or new citizens like
Craig, is a tremendous appreciation for our
people in uniform, an appreciation symbol-
ized by the United States Marine Band,
which is celebrating its 210th anniversary
this year. I love the band, and so I’m going
to say my farewell to you by doing some-
thing I’ve always wanted to do. And I do
it in the spirit of our shared love for this
country.

[The remarks concluded as President Bush
conducted the United States Marine Band.]

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately
8 p.m. at the Washington Hilton Hotel. In
his remarks, he referred to entertainers Craig
Ferguson, Ozzy Osbourne, and Pamela An-
derson; and former Gov. W. Mitt Romney
of Massachusetts. The transcript was re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary
on April 28.

Remarks Following a Discussion With President Alvaro Colom Caballeros
of Guatemala
April 28, 2008

President Bush. It’s been my honor to
welcome to the Oval Office the President
and First Lady of a close friend of the
United States. Mr. President, thank you for
coming.

We’ve had a good discussion about a va-
riety of issues. We discussed bilateral rela-
tions between Guatemala and the United
States, which are very strong. We are
friends. We treat each other with respect.
Our objective is—with U.S. foreign pol-
icy—is to have a neighborhood that is
peaceful and prosperous, where social jus-

tice is important; want to achieve social jus-
tice through good health policy, good edu-
cation policy, and good judicial policy. The
United States is pleased to help this Gov-
ernment, as best as we possibly can, help
the average citizen get a good education
and have good health care.

We talked about how CAFTA is working.
Exports to the United States have in-
creased; exports from the United States
have increased. And that’s good.

We talked about security and the need
for the region—Mexico, the United States,
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and the countries of Central America—to
fight drug trafficking. I told the President
that we are working hard to reduce demand
for drugs here in America. And at the same
time, we want to work in conjunction with
strong leaders to make sure these drug traf-
fickers don’t get a stronghold. And that’s
why it’s very important for Congress to
fund the Merida project.

We talked about the reforms that the
Government is instituting inside of Guate-
mala, including tax reform and reform to
make sure that people who break the law
are held to account.

I was particularly pleased to note that
the Guatemalan Government and its lead-
ership is promoting laws to make sure
women are treated well and that violence
against women is prosecuted.

And so—and we’re going to talk a little
later on about the Millennium Challenge
Account. And by the way, we were talking
about blueberries, and—so that blueberries
are able to come off-season here to the
United States, which is a positive develop-
ment for Guatemalan farmers.

And finally of course, the President
brought up the issue of immigration. And
he wanted to urge me to think about
TPS—TPS for citizens, as well as com-
prehensive immigration reform. I assured
him that I will consider his request. And
I assured him that I believe comprehensive
immigration reform is in our Nation’s best
interests.

And so we’ve had a good discussion, and
right after this press availability, I’ll be tak-
ing he and the First Lady to lunch. And
I’m looking forward to serving them lunch,
and I bet you’re looking forward to eating
lunch. [Laughter] Thanks for coming.

President Colom Caballeros. I want to
thank President Bush for his hospitality.
We’ve spent a couple of days working here,
and we are very happy to hold this meeting
in which we have discussed strengthening
our relationship with an—already a strong
relationship, in fact.

We discussed, as the President men-
tioned, the fight against drug trafficking.
We are doing everything necessary to elimi-
nate drug trafficking and drug traffickers
from our territory.

We discussed the issue of social invest-
ment. We have received support from
USAID. We—our two countries have com-
mon aims in this regard.

We also discussed the issue of our mi-
grants. We brought up TPS with the Presi-
dent. We will be awaiting a response on
that.

We described our recent tax reform to
the President. That is something we’re
starting in Guatemala because we need to
ensure that we have the public funds to
be able to carry out the reforms in the
areas of social justice and others that we
have discussed.

We want to express our appreciation for
the support that we have received from
the United States to combat drug traf-
ficking. Recently, we received four heli-
copters. This has been extremely helpful
to us. We’ve also achieved good success
on this front with the recent cocaine sei-
zures. In fact, an operation was just carried
out last night, a very large one, very suc-
cessful. And on that, we are working not
just with the United States but also with
Mexico and the entire neighborhood in
Central America, because all of us must
be involved, as President Bush said, in
order to combat that scourge at all levels.

And so we are very happy to be here
and very happy to be moving forward.
Thank you.

President Bush. Gracias, senor.
President Colom Caballeros. Si. Gracias.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:41 a.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Sandra Torres de
Colom, wife of President Colom Caballeros.
President Colom Caballeros spoke in Span-
ish, and his remarks were translated by an
interpreter. The Office of the Press Secretary
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also released a Spanish language transcript
of these remarks.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With United States-Brazil CEO Forum
Officials
April 28, 2008

It is my honor to welcome the U.S.-
Brazil CEO Forum here to Washington.
First of all, I want to thank my friend
President Lula for encouraging this forum
to go forward. It’s an indication of the im-
portance that we both place on our bilateral
relations. Brazil is a very powerful, very
important country in our neighborhood.
And it’s really important for this administra-
tion and future administrations to work
closely with the Brazilian Government, like
it is important for our respective business
communities to work closely together.

I do want to thank you all very much
for putting forward a list of recommenda-
tions. I’m looking forward to our discussion.
As I understand, the list of recommenda-
tions includes a successful Doha round as
well as a bilateral tax treaty and a bilateral
investment treaty. One of the things I will

share with the Brazilian CEOs is that I
strongly support a successful Doha round,
and our Government will work closely with
Brazil to get that done. And secondly, in
terms of our bilateral policy, I also strongly,
as does my administration, support a bilat-
eral tax treaty and a bilateral investment
treaty.

I’m—relations between our two countries
are very positive, and they’re very impor-
tant. And so thank you all for coming.
Please give my best regards to President
Lula. Thank you for being here.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:57 p.m. in
Room 350 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Ex-
ecutive Office Building. In his remarks, he
referred to President Luiz Inacio Lula da
Silva of Brazil.

The President’s News Conference
April 29, 2008

The President. Thank you. Good morn-
ing. This is a tough time for our economy.
Across our country, many Americans are
understandably anxious about issues affect-
ing their pocketbook, from gas and food
prices to mortgage and tuition bills. They’re
looking to their elected leaders in Congress
for action. Unfortunately, on many of these
issues, all they’re getting is delay.

Americans are concerned about energy
prices, and I can understand why. I think
the last time I visited with you it was like—

I said it was like a tax increase on the
working people. The past 18 months, gas
prices have gone up by $1.40 per gallon.
Electricity prices for small business and
families are rising as well.

I’ve repeatedly submitted proposals to
help address these problems, yet time after
time, Congress chose to block them. One
of the main reasons for high gas prices
is that global oil production is not keeping
up with growing demand. Members of
Congress have been vocal about foreign
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