
609

Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 / May 1

remarks, he referred to John K. Mara, presi-
dent and chief executive officer, Steven
Tisch, co-owner, Lawrence Tynes, kicker,
and Plaxico Burress, wide receiver, New York
Giants; E. Archibald Manning III, father,
and Peyton Manning, brother, of Eli Man-

ning, quarterback, New York Giants; and en-
tertainer Jessica Simpson. The transcript re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary
also included the remarks of New York Gi-
ants head coach Tom Coughlin.

Statement on North Korea Freedom Week
April 30, 2008

Laura and I send greetings to all those
observing North Korea Freedom Week. I
am deeply concerned about the grave
human rights conditions in North Korea,
especially the denial of universal freedoms
of speech, press, religion, assembly, and as-
sociation and restrictions on freedom of
movement and workers’ rights. I have met
in the Oval Office with some of the brave
individuals who have escaped from that
country. I am deeply concerned by the sto-
ries of divided families, harsh conditions,

and suffering. The United States stands
with the North Korean people in their call
for freedom. We believe it is every person’s
basic right to live in freedom and dignity.
We will continue to support the North Ko-
rean people as they strive to achieve the
rights and freedoms to which they are enti-
tled as human beings. We look forward to
the moment when we can celebrate the
blessings of liberty with the North Korean
people.

Message to the Congress Reporting on Blocking Property and Prohibiting
Certain Transactions Related to Burma
April 30, 2008

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to the International Emergency

Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et
seq.) (IEEPA), I hereby report that I have
issued an Executive Order (the ‘‘order’’)
that takes additional steps with respect to
the national emergency declared in Execu-
tive Order 13047 of May 20, 1997, and
expanded in Executive Order 13448 of Oc-
tober 18, 2007.

In 1997, the United States put in place
a prohibition on new investment in Burma
in response to the Government of Burma’s
large scale repression of the democratic op-
position in that country. On July 28, 2003,
those sanctions were expanded by steps

taken in Executive Order 13310, which
contained prohibitions implementing sec-
tions 3 and 4 of the Burmese Freedom
and Democracy Act of 2003 (Public Law
108–61) (the ‘‘Act’’) and supplemented that
Act with additional restrictions. On October
18, 2007, I determined that the Govern-
ment of Burma’s continued repression of
the democratic opposition in Burma, mani-
fested at the time in the violent response
to peaceful demonstrations, the commission
of human rights abuses related to political
repression, and engagement in public cor-
ruption, including by diverting or misusing
Burmese public assets or by misusing pub-
lic authority, warranted an expansion of the
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then-existing sanctions. Executive Order
13448, issued on that date, incorporated ex-
isting designation criteria set forth in Exec-
utive Order 13310, blocked the property
and interests in property of persons listed
in the Annex to that Executive Order, and
provided additional criteria for designations
of certain other persons.

The order supplements the existing des-
ignation criteria set forth in Executive
Order 13310, as incorporated in and ex-
panded by Executive Order 13448. The
order blocks the property and interests in
property in the United States of persons
listed in the Annex to the order and pro-
vides additional criteria for designations of
persons determined by the Secretary of the
Treasury, after consultation with the Sec-
retary of State, to be owned or controlled
by, directly or indirectly, the Government
of Burma or an official or officials of the
Government of Burma; to have materially
assisted, sponsored, or provided financial,
material, logistical, or technical support for,
or goods or services in support of, the Gov-
ernment of Burma, the State Peace and
Development Council of Burma, the Union
Solidarity and Development Association of
Burma, any successor entity to any of the
foregoing, any senior official of any of the
foregoing, or any person whose property
and interests in property are blocked pursu-
ant to Executive Order 13310, Executive
Order 13448, or the order; or to be owned

or controlled by, or to have acted or pur-
ported to act for or on behalf of, directly
or indirectly, any person whose property
and interests in property are blocked pursu-
ant to Executive Order 13310, Executive
Order 13448, or the order.

The order leaves in place the existing
prohibitions on new investment, the expor-
tation or reexportation to Burma of finan-
cial services, and the importation of any
article that is a product of Burma, which
were put into effect in Executive Order
13047 and Executive Order 13310.

The order authorizes the Secretary of the
Treasury, after consultation with the Sec-
retary of State, to take such actions, includ-
ing the promulgation of rules and regula-
tions, and to employ all powers granted
to the President by IEEPA and section 4
of the Burmese Freedom and Democracy
Act of 2003 as may be necessary to carry
out the purposes of the order.

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive
Order I have issued.

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House,
April 30, 2008.

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 1. The
related Executive order is listed in Appendix
D at the end of this volume.

Remarks on the National Day of Prayer
May 1, 2008

Good morning. Welcome to the White
House. And I am honored to join you for
the National Day of Prayer. I’m sorry
Laura’s not here. She’s out selling her
book. [Laughter]

Shirley, thank you very much for being
the chairman of the National Day of Pray-
er. Glad you brought old Jim with you.

[Laughter] Dr. Zacharias, thank you for
being the honorary chairman. I appreciate
the members of my Cabinet who are here
today. Thank you all for coming. It’s good
to see Members of the United States Sen-
ate and the House of Representatives. Ap-
preciate you all taking time out of your
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