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remarks, he referred to John K. Mara, presi-
dent and chief executive officer, Steven
Tisch, co-owner, Lawrence Tynes, kicker,
and Plaxico Burress, wide receiver, New York
Giants; E. Archibald Manning III, father,
and Peyton Manning, brother, of Eli Man-

ning, quarterback, New York Giants; and en-
tertainer Jessica Simpson. The transcript re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary
also included the remarks of New York Gi-
ants head coach Tom Coughlin.

Statement on North Korea Freedom Week
April 30, 2008

Laura and I send greetings to all those
observing North Korea Freedom Week. I
am deeply concerned about the grave
human rights conditions in North Korea,
especially the denial of universal freedoms
of speech, press, religion, assembly, and as-
sociation and restrictions on freedom of
movement and workers’ rights. I have met
in the Oval Office with some of the brave
individuals who have escaped from that
country. I am deeply concerned by the sto-
ries of divided families, harsh conditions,

and suffering. The United States stands
with the North Korean people in their call
for freedom. We believe it is every person’s
basic right to live in freedom and dignity.
We will continue to support the North Ko-
rean people as they strive to achieve the
rights and freedoms to which they are enti-
tled as human beings. We look forward to
the moment when we can celebrate the
blessings of liberty with the North Korean
people.

Message to the Congress Reporting on Blocking Property and Prohibiting
Certain Transactions Related to Burma
April 30, 2008

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to the International Emergency

Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et
seq.) (IEEPA), I hereby report that I have
issued an Executive Order (the ‘‘order’’)
that takes additional steps with respect to
the national emergency declared in Execu-
tive Order 13047 of May 20, 1997, and
expanded in Executive Order 13448 of Oc-
tober 18, 2007.

In 1997, the United States put in place
a prohibition on new investment in Burma
in response to the Government of Burma’s
large scale repression of the democratic op-
position in that country. On July 28, 2003,
those sanctions were expanded by steps

taken in Executive Order 13310, which
contained prohibitions implementing sec-
tions 3 and 4 of the Burmese Freedom
and Democracy Act of 2003 (Public Law
108–61) (the ‘‘Act’’) and supplemented that
Act with additional restrictions. On October
18, 2007, I determined that the Govern-
ment of Burma’s continued repression of
the democratic opposition in Burma, mani-
fested at the time in the violent response
to peaceful demonstrations, the commission
of human rights abuses related to political
repression, and engagement in public cor-
ruption, including by diverting or misusing
Burmese public assets or by misusing pub-
lic authority, warranted an expansion of the
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