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The establishment of the state of Pal-
estine is long overdue. The Palestinian peo-
ple deserve it, and it will enhance the sta-
bility of the region, and it will contribute
to the security of the people of Israel. The
peace agreement should happen and can
happen by the end of this year. I know
each leader shares that important goal, and

I am committed to doing all I can to
achieve it.
Thank you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 5:27 p.m. at
the King David Hotel. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Prime Minister Ehud Olmert of
Israel; and President Mahmoud Abbas of the
Palestinian Authority.

Remarks During a Visit to Yad Vashem in Jerusalem

January 11, 2008

Mr. President and Mr. Prime Minister,
thank you for your wonderful hospitality.
I would hope as many people in the world
would come to this place, it would be a
sobering reminder that evil exists and a call
that when we find evil, we must resist it.
It also is a—I guess I came away with
this impression, that I was most impressed
that people, in the face of horror and evil,
would not forsake their God, that in the
face of unspeakable crimes against human-

ity, brave souls, young and old, stood strong
for what they believe.

It’s an honor to be here. It is a moving
experience, and it is a living memory that
is important. Thank you, sir.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 9:43 a.m. In
his remarks, he referred to President Shimon
Peres and Prime Minister Ehud Olmert of
Israel; and Avner Shalev, chairman, Yad
Vashem Directorate.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Senior Administration Officials and an
Exchange With Reporters at Camp Arifjan, Kuwait

January 12, 2008

Good morning. I just had a really good
meeting with Ambassador Crocker, General
Petraeus, Secretary Rice, and members of
my national security team. We discussed
the situation in Iraq. We discussed the
progress that’s being made, the challenges
that lie ahead, and we discussed the fact
that what happens in Iraq impacts every-
thing else in this vital region.

I really appreciate you all coming over,
but more importantly, I appreciate your
service to the country.

One year ago, I addressed the American
people to announce a new way forward in
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Iraq. At that time, Iraq was riven by sec-
tarian violence. The violence had increased
over the course of 2006, and it threatened
the collapse of the political process. Eco-
nomic activity was languishing. Al Qaida
was strengthening its grip in critical parts
of Iraq, including parts of the capital city
of Baghdad. Shi'a extremist groups, some
with the backing from Iran, were increasing
their attacks on coalition and Iraqi forces.

Our strategy simply wasn’t working, and
the world was watching. Our friends and
foes had the same question: Would we turn
our back on our friends and allow Iraq
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