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it falls short of the administration’s con-
servation proposals. By increasing trade-dis-
torting subsidies, the bill undermines our
ability to open foreign markets to American
agricultural goods. The bill creates an egre-
gious new sugar subsidy program that will
keep sugar prices high for domestic con-
sumers, while making taxpayers subsidize
a handful of sugar growers. These are just
a few of the reasons why I cannot support

this bill.

In the absence of a good farm bill, I
call on Congress to extend current law for
at least 1 year. The administration’s reform-
minded proposal would be preferable to
current law, but in light of the bill pro-
duced by conferees, an extension is now
the better policy for American agriculture
and American taxpayers. It is a far superior
option than supporting a bill that increases
farm subsidy rates, spends too much, and
fails to reform farm programs for the fu-
ture.

Remarks at a Welcoming Ceremony in Tel Aviv, Israel

May 14, 2008

Mr. President and Mr. Prime Minister,
Mrs. Olmert, thank you very much for your
warm welcome. It'’s good to be back again.
We're proud to reaffirm the friendship of
our peoples, and were delighted to join
you in celebrating the 60th anniversary of
the State of Israel.

Our two nations both faced great chal-
lenges when they were founded, and our
two nations have both relied on the same
principles to help us succeed. We've built
strong democracies to protect the freedoms
given to us by an Almighty God. We've
welcomed immigrants who've helped wus
thrive. We've built prosperous economies
by rewarding innovation and risk-taking and
trade. And we’ve built an enduring alliance
to confront terrorists and tyrants.

Americans and Israelis can be proud of
our past, and the best way to honor our
founders is to continue the work they start-
ed. Tomorrow I'm going to address the
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members of the Knesset and the people
of Israel. I look forward to discussing how
I believe our two nations can continue to
advance our ideals and approach our next
60 years of partnership with confidence and
with hope.

Laura and I appreciate your invitation,
your kind invitation to share these days of
celebration with you. We consider the Holy
Land a very special place, and we consider
the Israeli people our close friends.

Shalom.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:32 a.m. at
Ben Gurion International Airport. In his re-
marks, he referred to President Shimon
Peres and Prime Minister Ehud Olmert of
Israel; and Aliza Olmert, wife of Prime Min-
ister Olmert. The transcript released by the
Office of the Press Secretary also included
the remarks of President Peres and Prime
Minister Olmert.
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Remarks During a Meeting With President Shimon Peres of Israel in
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President Peres. Mr. President, Secretary
of State, distinguished delegation: I got per-
mission from the Americans to be a—and
Miss Tzipi Livni, our Foreign Minister—
I got permission to be, all my life, an opti-
mist. And you bring with you optimism,
so I feel a sort of competition. [Laughter]
But let me say that I know you have elec-
tions sometimes, by the end of this year,
and maybe there will be a change of ad-
ministration, a change of guards. I think
before you will leave office, you will see
a change of guards here in the Middle
East.

President Bush. Yes.

President Peres. What looks today so
gloomy may be the last effort by some very
extremist group to remain alive. Because
it’s concentrated, it becomes sharp and
clear, particularly in two places. In Leb-
anon, Hizballah is simply destroying Leb-
anon. It’s a matter that concerns not only
the United States or Israel; it concerns the
Arab world. For them, the destruction of
Lebanon is the destruction of statehood in
many other places. And it’s a protest with-
out a message. And the second goes to
Gaza, where Hamas is responding to the
establishment of a Palestinian state. I think
you, and may I say the Secretary of State,
invested so much effort to enable the Pal-
estinians to correct the historic mistakes
in—from 1947, because would they then
accept an Arab state, we wouldn’t have all
these troubles. But never the mind, we can-
not change the past.

But today, the real obstacle, when I con-
sider everything else for—before creation
of—the—/[inaudible]—recreation of a Pales-
tinian state, is Hamas. And talking with the
Palestinians, I know that’s their view. We
are not their enemies, as we are not en-
emies of Lebanon. On the contrary, I think
we would like to see a united, integrated

Lebanon living in peace, who don’t have
any ambitions neither to their water, nor
to their land, nor to their politics. We
would like to see the Palestinians living to-
gether. They suffered a great deal of their
life. The separation is a tragedy for them
and for the rest of us.

Now the Arab world will have to take
a stand, not about the conflict between us
and them, but about their own destiny,
where are they moving. And that will affect
us.

Your 8 years were very moving years for
all of us.

President Bush. Thank you.

President Peres. [Inaudible]—that you
can really watch a friendship without any
bad mood. And I know that we are not
the—[inaudible]—half the time. But you
never interrupted your understanding, your
support

President Bush. Thank you.

President Peres. and really trying to
do whatever you, your administration, and
the lady who is on the State Department
really did then to help us negotiate a dif-
ficult time.

So for us, it’s a celebration not only be-
cause we're a little bit older—60 years, it’s
not too much—but also because we feel
that our efforts are not in vain. And it
is in this optimistic view that I welcome
you here.

President Bush. Thank you, sir.

President Peres. Thank you.

President Bush. Mr. President, it's great
to be with you. Youre known as a wise
soul, and your comments reflect your wis-
dom. I am delighted to be here for the
60th birthday party. As a person who is
61 years old, it doesnt seem that old.
[Laughter]

But I suspect if you looked back 60 years
ago and tried to guess where Israel would
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