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thoughts with us. As you know, we’re par-
ents of young professional women. We’re
interested to know what’s on your mind.
And if you’ve got any questions of me, I’ll
be glad to answer them.

What’s on my mind is peace. I hope
someday that everybody will be able to co-
exist and respect each other’s religions and
work together for harmony. And I believe
it’s possible. And I know it’s going to hap-
pen when young people put a—get their
minds together and say, ‘‘Listen, let’s make
this work.’’

So I’m interested in your thoughts, and
so is Laura. And we’re pleased to be joined
by Condoleezza.

And perhaps you’d like to say something
to begin with?

Participant. Mr. President, Mrs. Bush,
thank you so much for choosing to spend
this time with us. This is an amazing oppor-
tunity, and I’m very honored and glad to
be here. Congratulations, mazel tov for
your daughter’s wedding. [Laughter]

I think this museum comes to show how
unique this land and this region is. It’s so
rich with history, the Cradle of Civilization.
While on the other hand, we see that Israel
is such a new, vibrant country, only 60
years old. And we’re still building our coun-
try; nothing is for certain here. And we—
I, my friends, we want peace; we want to
see the world like—live in peace, especially
in this region. And I do hope—and I guar-
antee that myself as, hopefully, a future
leader will do the best I can, the best of
my abilities in order to make it happen.

I think that it’s for now. [Laughter]
The President. Thank you. You want to

share some thoughts?
[At this point, another participant made
brief remarks.]

The President. Thanks.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:30 a.m. at
the Bible Lands Museum Jerusalem. In his
remarks, he referred to Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Burma
May 16, 2008

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a national
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits
to the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect beyond
the anniversary date. I have sent the en-
closed notice to the Federal Register for
publication, stating that the Burma emer-
gency is to continue beyond May 20, 2008.

The crisis between the United States and
Burma arising from the actions and policies
of the Government of Burma, including its

engaging in large-scale repression of the
democratic opposition in Burma, that led
to the declaration of a national emergency
on May 20, 1997, and its expansion on Oc-
tober 18, 2007, and April 30, 2008, has
not been resolved. These actions and poli-
cies are hostile to U.S. interests and pose
a continuing unusual and extraordinary
threat to the national security and foreign
policy of the United States. For this reason,
I have determined that it is necessary to
continue the national emergency with re-
spect to Burma and maintain in force the
sanctions against Burma to respond to this
threat. This action does not inhibit any ef-
forts on the part of the United States to
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provide humanitarian assistance to the peo-
ple of Burma in the aftermath of Cyclone
Nargis.

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House,

May 16, 2008.

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 17. The
notice is listed in Appendix D at the end of
this volume.

Remarks Following a Meeting With President Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan
and an Exchange With Reporters in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt
May 17, 2008

President Bush. Mr. President, good to
see you. Thanks. President Karzai and I
have had a lot of meetings together, and
this was a very upbeat meeting. And I want
to thank you for coming. I appreciate your
courage. Appreciate you taking on a very
tough assignment, which is helping your
young democracy survive amidst the threats
from the radicals and extremists.

I really appreciate the briefing you gave
me on how you’re going to approach the
Paris donors’ meeting. This is a great op-
portunity for the world to help Afghanistan
grow and prosper. His strategy is a smart
strategy. And part of his strategy is to—
is for the world to help Afghanistan’s agri-
cultural community grow and prosper, so
that they can not only become self-suffi-
cient in food but become net exporters of
crops that people need in order to be able
to eat and survive.

And so I thought it was a smart ap-
proach. I hope the world rallies to your
behalf. We’ll certainly help. I appreciate
you being here.

President Karzai. Thank you very much.
President Bush. Yes, sir.
President Karzai. Thank you very much.

Well, Mr. President, thank you very much
for this very good meeting once again. We
have always had very good meetings with
you in the past. This one was one more
of such meetings. And thank you very much
once again, Mr. President, for the help that

you have given us in the past 6 years—
61⁄2 years in Afghanistan.

I told you about a story earlier, that we,
for the first time after 30 years, were able
to give diplomas to the graduates of Af-
ghanistan’s universities, the medical col-
leges, economics, law, and all that. That
would have not been possible without your
help and the help of the rest of the world.

And thank you very much for the support
on Paris. We’ll be going to Paris to ask
for more help for Afghanistan’s agriculture,
so that Afghanistan can become self-suffi-
cient in agriculture and also be an exporter
to the rest of the world. And we’ll be ask-
ing for help on energy resources in Afghan-
istan and the—better irrigation and hydro
projects.

Afghanistan once again thanks the people
of the United States. Mr. President, thank
you very much, and please convey that
gratitude to the American people. And
please do visit us very, very soon. The Af-
ghan people want to be there to greet you
and to express their gratitude for your lead-
ership and help.

President Bush. Thank you, sir. Thank
you. I’ll take two questions. Terry [Terence
Hunt, Associated Press].

Middle East Peace Process
Q. Mr. President, Egypt’s state-owned

media says that you have tilted too far to-
ward Israel. One of them, the newspaper,
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