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like the food problems, like the energy
problems.

And the common problem—and that is
the biggest threat to the world—is ter-
rorism and extremism. And our Govern-
ment is committed to fight for terrorism
and extremism. It is against the humanity;
it’s against the world. And I have lost my
own great leader, Benazir Bhutto, because
of terrorism. Therefore, I pledge and I
stand by the world to fight against extre-
mism and terrorism.

I appreciate the support of Mr. President
for our concerns on both social sectors:
economic sectors, energy sectors. And we

want to work together on all these issues.
And I once again thank Mr. President for
extending this opportunity.

President Bush. Yes, sir, Mr. Prime Min-
ister. Thank you, Mr. Prime Minister.

Prime Minister Gilani. Thank you so
much.

President Bush. Thank you very much.
I appreciate it.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9 a.m. at the
Hyatt Regency Sharm El Sheikh. In his re-
marks, he referred to President Hamid
Karzai of Afghanistan.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Iraqi Leaders in Sharm el-Sheikh
May 18, 2008

President Bush. I just had a discussion
with the Vice President, the Deputy Prime
Minister, Foreign Minister of the sovereign
nation of Iraq. I told them that I’m im-
pressed by the progress that’s taking place,
the security progress. We talked about
Basra and the success of the Iraqi Govern-
ment in Basra in dealing with Shi’a extrem-
ists.

We talked about the economic progress
that is being made. We also talked about
the fact that there’s—more work needs to
be done, that this is—you know, there’s
still problems. But the good news is, is
that these three leaders recognize the prob-
lems, and they have got solutions to deal
with the problems.

And finally, we talked about the need
for the people in the Middle East to under-
stand the importance of a successful Iraq.
And these three men are courageous men.
They’re smart, capable people who are—
who represent the Iraqi people with a lot
of dignity.

And I welcome you here, Mr. Vice Presi-
dent. Thank you for coming.

Vice President Abd Al-Mahdi. Thank you,
Mr. President. We had a very good meeting
with President Bush, who always supported
Iraq. And we assessed the progress that
we did on all levels: security, politics, even
economical progress. It’s a regular relation-
ship, and international community progress
has been marked all of the—on those lev-
els.

We also assessed the future, what we
should do in the future, the long-term rela-
tionship, other issues of economic kind, and
also the regional issue.

So we are working together, really, Iraq
with the United States. And we were always
optimistic, even in the worst days. And we
now—today, we realize how—the impor-
tance of our work, of the cooperation be-
tween the United States and Iraq, and we’ll
continue that.

President Bush. Thank you all.
Vice President Abd Al-Mahdi. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:43 p.m. at
the Hyatt Regency Sharm El Sheikh. Partici-
pating in the meeting were Vice President
Adil Abd Al-Mahdi, Deputy Prime Minister
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Barham Salih, and Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs Hoshyar Mahmud Zebari of Iraq.

Remarks to the World Economic Forum in Sharm el-Sheikh
May 18, 2008

Klaus, thank you very much. Thanks for
inviting me. Klaus said, ‘‘It’s about time
you showed up.’’ Proud to be here. Laura
and I are so honored that, Klaus, you gave
us a chance to come. I do want to thank
President Mubarak and Mrs. Mubarak for
their wonderful hospitality. I want to thank
the Members of Congress who are here.
I appreciate the heads of state who’ve
joined us. I thank the foreign ministers who
are here, including my own, Secretary of
State Condoleezza Rice. And I want to
thank the members of the diplomatic corps.

Laura and I are delighted to be in Egypt,
and we bring the warm wishes of the
American people. We’re proud of our long
friendship with your citizens. We respect
your remarkable history. And we’re hum-
bled to walk in the ancient land of phar-
aohs, where a great civilization took root
and wrote some of the first chapters in
the epic story of humanity.

America is a much younger nation, but
we’ve made our mark by advancing ideals
as old as the pyramids. Those ideals of lib-
erty and justice have sparked a revolution
across much of the world. This hopeful
movement made its way to places where
dictators once reigned and peaceful democ-
racies seemed unimaginable, places like
Chile and Indonesia and Poland and the
Philippines and South Korea.

These nations have different histories
and different traditions, yet each made the
same democratic transition, and they did
it on their own terms. In these countries,
millions every year are rising from poverty.
Women are realizing overdue opportunities.
And people of faith are finding the blessing
of worshiping God in peace.

All these changes took place in the sec-
ond half of the 20th century. I strongly
believe that if leaders, like those of you
in this room, act with vision and resolve,
the first half of the 21st century can be
the time when similar advances reach the
Middle East. This region is home to ener-
getic people, a powerful spirit of enterprise,
and tremendous resources. It is capable of
a very bright future, a future in which the
Middle East is a place of innovation and
discovery driven by free men and women.

In recent years, we’ve seen hopeful be-
ginnings toward this vision. Turkey, a na-
tion with a majority Muslim population, is
a prosperous, modern democracy. Afghani-
stan, under the leadership of President
Karzai, is overcoming the Taliban and
building a free society. Iraq, under the
leadership of Prime Minister Maliki, is es-
tablishing a multiethnic democracy. We’ve
seen the stirrings of reform from Morocco
and Algeria to Jordan and the Gulf States.
And isolation from the outside world is
being overcome by the most democratic of
innovations: the cell phone and the Inter-
net. America appreciates the challenges fac-
ing the Middle East, yet the light of liberty
is beginning to shine.

There’s much to do to build on this mo-
mentum. From diversifying your economies
to investing in your people to extending
the reach of freedom, nations across the
region have an opportunity to move for-
ward with bold and confident reforms and
to lead the Middle East to its rightful place
as a center of progress and achievement.

Taking your place as a center of progress
and achievement requires economic reform.
This is a time of strength for many of your
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