
712

May 21 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008

they have signed, instead of making a
mockery of them. The day will come when
Cubans can speak their dissent and change
their jobs and leave their country and re-
turn to it. And the day will come when
they can worship the God Almighty without
fear. The day will come when all political
prisoners are offered unconditional release.
And these developments will bring another
great day, the day when Cubans choose
their own leaders by voting in free and
fair elections.

Today, 113 years after Jose Marti left
us, a new postpatriot expresses the hopes
of the Cuban people. With us this morning
is songwriter Willy Chirino. Willy will per-
form a song that is on the Cuban people’s
lips and in their hearts. And here are some
of the lyrics: Nuestro dia ya viene llegando.

As I mentioned, today my words are
being broadcast directly to the Cuban peo-
ple. I say to all those listening on the island

today: Your day is coming. As surely as
the waves beat against the Malecon, the
tide of freedom will reach Cuba’s shores.
Until it does, know that you are in our
prayers. And know that the Author of Lib-
erty hears those prayers, y que, con su
ayuda, veremos a Cuba libre. Gracias, y
que Dios los bendiga.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:28 a.m. in
the East Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to former President
Fidel Castro Ruz and President Raul Castro
Ruz of Cuba; and former Cuban political
prisoners Jorge Luis Garcia Perez and
Miguel Sigler Amaya. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of these remarks. The related proc-
lamation of May 20, A Day of Solidarity With
the Cuban People, is listed in Appendix D
at the end of this volume.

Remarks on Signing the Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act of
2008
May 21, 2008

I want to thank the Members of Con-
gress who’ve joined us as I sign the Genetic
Information Nondiscrimination Act. It’s a
piece of legislation which prohibits health
insurers and employers from discriminating
on the basis of genetic information. In
other words, it protects our citizens from
having genetic information misused. And
this bill does so without undermining the
basic premise of the insurance industry.

I also want to pay homage today to—
and not only to Members of the Congress
who are behind me but also to Senator
Ted Kennedy, who has worked for over
a decade to get this piece of legislation

to a President’s desk. All of us are so
pleased that Senator Kennedy has gone
home, and our thoughts and prayers are
with him and his family.

Now it’s my honor to sign the Genetic
Information Nondiscrimination Act.

[At this point, the President signed the bill.]

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:05 p.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. H.R.
493, approved May 21, was assigned Public
Law No. 110–233.
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Statement on the Death of W. Hamilton M. Jordan
May 21, 2008

Laura and I are saddened by the death
of Hamilton Jordan. Hamilton Jordan was
a man whose love for American politics and
his country took him at a young age from
the State capitol in Georgia to the White
House. As President Carter’s close adviser,
Hamilton played an important role in shap-
ing our Nation’s policies. We value his serv-
ice to our country.

Hamilton Jordan was also a great com-
munity leader, using lessons learned during

his personal struggle against cancer to en-
courage other cancer survivors to remain
optimistic and embrace the blessings of
each day. Through their work with Camp
Sunshine, he and his wife Dorothy have
helped thousands of children enjoy life as
they cope with the challenges of cancer.

Our thoughts and prayers are with the
Jordan family.

Message to the House of Representatives Returning Without Approval the
‘‘Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008’’
May 21, 2008

To the House of Representatives:
I am returning herewith without my ap-

proval H.R. 2419, the ‘‘Food, Conservation,
and Energy Act of 2008.’’

For a year and a half, I have consistently
asked that the Congress pass a good farm
bill that I can sign. Regrettably, the Con-
gress has failed to do so. At a time of
high food prices and record farm income,
this bill lacks program reform and fiscal
discipline. It continues subsidies for the
wealthy and increases farm bill spending
by more than $20 billion, while using budg-
et gimmicks to hide much of the increase.
It is inconsistent with our objectives in
international trade negotiations, which in-
clude securing greater market access for
American farmers and ranchers. It would
needlessly expand the size and scope of
government. Americans sent us to Wash-
ington to achieve results and be good stew-
ards of their hard-earned taxpayer dollars.
This bill violates that fundamental commit-
ment.

In January 2007, my Administration put
forward a fiscally responsible farm bill pro-

posal that would improve the safety net
for farmers and move current programs to-
ward more market-oriented policies. The
bill before me today fails to achieve these
important goals.

At a time when net farm income is pro-
jected to increase by more than $28 billion
in 1 year, the American taxpayer should
not be forced to subsidize that group of
farmers who have adjusted gross incomes
of up to $1.5 million. When commodity
prices are at record highs, it is irresponsible
to increase government subsidy rates for
15 crops, subsidize additional crops, and
provide payments that further distort mar-
kets. Instead of better targeting farm pro-
grams, this bill eliminates the existing pay-
ment limit on marketing loan subsidies.

Now is also not the time to create a
new uncapped revenue guarantee that
could cost billions of dollars more than ad-
vertised. This is on top of a farm bill that
is anticipated to cost more than $600 billion
over 10 years. In addition, this bill would
force many businesses to prepay their taxes
in order to finance the additional spending.
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