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of our Nation. They will show that America
refused to shrink in the face of terror. They
will show that freedom prevailed.

Thank you for who you are. Thank you
for what you do. Yesterday, today, and to-
morrow, you are America’s Guard of
Honor. May God bless you, and may God
bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:54 a.m. In
his remarks, he referred to Maj. Gen. David
Rodriguez, USA, commander, Col. Victor
Petrenko, USA, chief of staff, and CSM

Thomas Capel, USA, command sergeant
major, 82d Airborne Division; Brig. Gen. Ar-
thur M. Bartell, USA, deputy commanding
general, XVIII Airborne Corps and Fort
Bragg; Gen. Dan K. McNeill, USA, com-
mander, NATO International Security Assist-
ance Force, Afghanistan; former leader
Raoul Cedras of Haiti; Gen. David H.
Petraeus, USA, commanding general, Multi-
National Force—Iraq; Usama bin Laden,
leader of the Al Qaida terrorist organization;
and Barbara Filik Walsh, mother of Sfc. Ben-
jamin L. Sebban, USA.

Remarks on World Trade Week
May 23, 2008

Thanks for coming. Please be seated.
Welcome to the White House and the
South Lawn. It’s a joy to welcome entre-
preneurs and business leaders and folks
who understand the importance of this
country being confident enough to work to
open up markets for our goods and prod-
ucts and services. I’m—obviously, some of
the exporters are pretty good sales men
and women. After all, they let you drive
a tractor here on the South Lawn. [Laugh-
ter] Imagine what the Secret Service was
saying.

I’m really pleased to welcome Members
of the Congress; Congressmen Petri and
Herger are here. Thanks for coming. Petri
is here because he’s a—he believes in—
the Harley-Davidson is a product that peo-
ple around the world ought to be able to
drive by making it more affordable—I sus-
pect that’s why you’re here—as well as
some other trucks made in your State.

I want to thank the members of the Cab-
inet. Thank you all for being such strong
advocates of free and fair trade. We’ve got
the Secretary of Agriculture here, Secretary
Schafer. His being here sends a message
that the American farmer and rancher ex-
pects us to work hard to open up markets

for the products they grow. So if you’re
a farmer out there in the heartland, it
seems like you’d want somebody working
on your behalf here in Washington to be
able to make it easier for you to sell your
crops. And that’s exactly what we’re doing
in this administration. Mr. Secretary, thanks
for coming.

Carlos Gutierrez is the Secretary of
Commerce. Trade means commerce. Elaine
Chao is here from the Department of
Labor. Madam Secretary, thank you. Your
presence here is clear recognition that the
more products we sell overseas, the more
likely it is somebody’s going to work.

And today I’m going to spend some time
so our fellow citizens understand the im-
portance of trade by connecting trade with
products with jobs. Good jobs policy is a
good trade policy.

I appreciate very much Sue Schwab
here. She’s the U.S. Trade Representative.
Her job is to open up markets. And I’m
going to talk about three trade agreements
that she’s worked hard to put in place that
open up markets for U.S. goods and serv-
ices. I really appreciate John Veroneau join-
ing us as well. He’s the deputy. His job
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is to also work with the Ambassador to
open up markets.

I want to thank Federico Humbert, the
Ambassador de Panama. I want to thank
Lee Tae-sik, Ambassador from South
Korea. I want to thank Mariana Pacheco,
who is the Deputy Chief of Mission for
the Embassy of Colombia. These are three
nations I’m going to be talking about. I
want to thank you all for coming. It’s a—
I really appreciate you giving me a chance
to talk about your countries in your pres-
ence, because I want your leaders to under-
stand the Bush administration and a lot
of Members of Congress believe it’s in our
national interest that we have free and fair
trade with your nations.

I thank the representatives of the compa-
nies whose products are here. I want to
thank the members of the business commu-
nity. And thanks for your caring about your
country.

But first of all, the—you know, it’s a
rough economic times. Small-business own-
ers know what I’m talking about; large-busi-
ness owners know what I’m talking about.
It’s a period of uncertainty. And one way
to deal with uncertainty in the economy
is to work from your strengths. One
strength, of course, is to trust the American
people. And the best way to trust them
is to keep your taxes low. I mean, we really
don’t need to be sending—[applause]. If
there’s uncertain times, there’s no worse
signal to send, that, you know, we may
be raising your taxes. That creates even
more uncertainty. There’s got to be consist-
ency in the Tax Code so people can plan,
so individuals can plan and small business
can plan and large businesses can plan.
Congress needs to make the tax relief we
passed permanent in order to deal with the
uncertainty in the economy.

Of course, they got a huge appetite for
spending your money, so it shouldn’t sur-
prise you that some up there really do want
to raise your taxes. And we’ll do everything
we can and—that we’re not going to let
them raise your taxes. But the best signal

that Congress could send, for the sake of
economic growth and vitality, is that we’re
going to keep your taxes low by making
the tax cuts permanent.

Another thing Congress can do is pass
trade agreements that open up markets.
You know, 40 percent of our growth last
year—during a time of economic uncer-
tainty, 40 percent of the growth came as
a result of exports. So when I say, play
to our strength, one of the strengths during
this period of time is to continue to export
products. If the growth that we had during
some quarters, recent quarters was as a
result of exports, it seems like we ought
to be working to create more exports to
be able to sell our goods and services into
more markets.

And we have an opportunity to do that
by opening up markets with Colombia,
Panama, and South Korea. You know, we
trust you to create jobs. The Government
ought to trust you by opening up more
markets, by making sure the playing field
is level for our producers. That’s all we
want. We just want to be treated fairly in
the world.

For some in Washington, trade is a good
political issue. In other words, people think
it makes good politics to say, ‘‘We’re not
going to let you trade.’’ But what they’ve
got to understand—those voices of pes-
simism and voices of protectionism must
understand that oftentimes, opening up
markets means the difference between giv-
ing employees a pay raise or a pay cut.
The politicians in Washington who use
trade as an issue to frighten voters must
understand that opening up markets can
mean the difference between expanding the
number of workers, as opposed to shrinking
the number of workers.

And our fellow citizens, I understand,
you know, have got concerns about trade.
And the reason why we’ve asked you to
bring some of your products here is to re-
mind people that that motorcycle is made
by American workers, and that if we’re able
to more likely sell those motorcycles into

VerDate Mar 15 2010 13:23 Apr 17, 2012 Jkt 217557 PO 00000 Frm 00720 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\217557A.020 217557Aw
re

ie
r-

av
ile

s
on

D
S

K
5T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

w
ith

H
E

A
R

IN
G



721

Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 / May 23

Colombia, for example, or Panama or South
Korea, that the worker who made that is
more likely to get a pay raise or have some-
body else join him or her on the floor.
That’s the practicality of trade.

The interesting thing about trade as an
issue, if you really study the issue of free
and fair trade, leaders from both parties
have been strong advocates for opening up
markets. They really have been. I mean,
generally this has been a—not nearly as
bitter an issue in the past as it is today.
You know, I remember reading about John
F. Kennedy’s stand on trade. He was a
strong believer in free and fair trade. My
predecessor, President Clinton, worked
hard to open up markets. It’s interesting
that a lot of the people that worked with
the President have been here to the White
House to, I guess, first, test my tempera-
ture to determine whether I really was will-
ing to strongly advocate opening up mar-
kets. And then when they realized that they
had a steady ally, were willing to go out
and declare publicly that they believed that
we ought to open up markets.

And yet today, there’s just a different
attitude, evidently. But I want to thank you
for helping to try to change that attitude
by bringing a practical—some practical
thoughts to this debate, kind of fight
through all the rhetoric and remind our
fellow citizens that—of some of the facts.
One, our economy grows better when we
export; two, there are jobs. When we talk
about trade, we’re talking about helping
people keep work. And it turns out, if
you’re working for a company that exports
goods and services, you make better money.
Isn’t that an interesting fact? If you’re
working for a company that sells goods and
services overseas, you’re going to make
more money than your neighbor in a com-
parable industry.

If you’re a farmer—we got some prod-
ucts here, grown right here in the United
States of America. If you’re a farmer, it
seems like you want people to work hard
to make it easier for you to sell that orange

somewhere else. Increased demand means
it’s more likely you’ll be able to sell your
crop.

Trade is in the interests of the working
people here in America, pure and simple.
Trade is in the interests of small-business
owners and farmers and ranchers, pure and
simple. And that’s why I’m a strong be-
liever that the United States Congress
needs to pass trade agreements with Co-
lombia, Panama, and South Korea.

Now, let me give you some of the prac-
tical lessons of why. Take dairy products:
There’s a 20-percent tariff on dairy prod-
ucts from the United States into Colombia;
36 percent into Korea. That means that
the cost of that dairy product—chunk of
cheese—you know something about cheese,
Petri, in Wisconsin—a chunk of cheese is
going to be 20 percent more expensive,
which makes it harder to sell that product.

When you say, level the playing field,
what I’m talking about is reducing tariffs
on goods and services, which makes it easi-
er to sell product. In other words, it’s less
expensive. The quality is the same. We’re
really good at what we make and what we
grow. The quality is the same, but the price
is less, which makes it more likely some-
thing is going to be purchased.

Fruits, oranges—these oranges right here
are taxed at 15 percent going into Colom-
bia—they’re 15 percent more expensive, 30
percent more in South Korea, and 15 per-
cent more in Panama. Broccoli, they got
a really high tariff on broccoli at my father’s
house. [Laughter] But there also happens
to be one: 15 percent in Colombia, 27 per-
cent in South Korea, and 15 percent in
Panama.

So those are percentages, but you need
to think about the percentage in terms of,
it’s that much more expensive to buy. And
sometimes if you’re shopping for an orange,
that 15-percent differential means you’re
not going to buy it. Motorcycle—that mo-
torcycle right there is 20 percent more ex-
pensive in Colombia, 8 percent more in
Korea, and 15 percent more in Panama.
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And so the purpose of a trade agreement
is to reduce those tariffs, is to make the
products less expensive. So if we get the
deal done with Colombia, that motorcycle
will be $4,000 less expensive. The great
quality of Harley will be the same. There
will be no diminution of how cool one is
when they drive a Harley. [Laughter] But
it’s going to be easier for somebody to buy
it.

This Case tractor—by the way, manufac-
tured in Fargo, North Dakota—called a
Case IH, will be $15,500 cheaper in Co-
lombia. That could be a significant dif-
ference when it comes to somebody buying
that tractor. And I hope the Case workers
hear me loud and clear: The cheaper that
is for somebody to buy in Colombia, the
more work you’re going to have.

The reason I brought these products
here is, it means somebody is making them
today and is going to be able to make them
tomorrow if we’d level that playing field.
And let me tell you why I talk about lev-
eling the playing field. The first vote com-
ing up is Colombia. I say, the first vote
coming up is Colombia—you might remem-
ber, the vote has never been allowed to
come up. The Speaker of the House pulled
a parliamentary maneuver that sent a bad
signal, and so it hasn’t come up yet.

Our job is to say, let the people vote,
let the Members of Congress vote. I like
our chances if they let the Members of
Congress vote. Congress has a way of sort-
ing through all the noise and all the pes-
simism and oftentimes reaches the right
conclusion.

Most of the goods coming from Colom-
bia enter America duty free—isn’t that in-
teresting?—as a result of actions of Con-
gress in the past. Most goods that Colombia
makes comes to our country without any
tax. And I’ve just described to you, the
goods and services we send to Colombia
are taxed. And that frankly doesn’t seem
very fair to me. It didn’t seem fair to the
Colombian Government either. They all—

they agree with me: Let’s just treat each
other fairly.

Their goods are not taxed; our goods are.
It seems unfair to me. And people of Con-
gress should understand how unfair it is
to the workers in their districts or the farm-
ers in their districts or the people who are
working hard for a living in their districts
that count upon selling goods overseas.

So the agreement we reached basically
says that those oranges will go in duty free.
Some of the products will go in duty free
immediately; some of them will be phased
in over time; but nevertheless, the playing
field will be level. So here you hear, free
and fair trade; that’s the definition of free
and fair trade. Colombia treats us just like
we treat them. That’s fair.

Secondly, the Colombia free trade vote,
like these other free trade votes, have got
national security implications. Colombia has
got a very bold leader named President
Uribe, who is a reformist. Panama has got
a strong leader, who, by the way, went to
Texas A&M University. He’s a reformist.
I had the honor of meeting the South Ko-
rean President at Camp David—first South
Korean President to have come to Camp
David—and I did so for a reason. Because
I wanted to send a strong signal about our
friendship with the people of South Korea.
He’s a strong, strong leader. All these lead-
ers have got a clear vision about enhanced
prosperity in their country. They care deep-
ly about their people.

President Uribe has got a unique chal-
lenge in Colombia. He’s facing a group of
narcotraffickers who are violent, who use
force to achieve political objectives, who
are supported by some of the countries in
the neighborhood. They’re a threat to
peace inside Colombia, and they provide
a threat to the United States, in the sense
that they—to the extent that they facilitate
drug trafficking. It makes it here. And yet
the President has stood strong in dealing
with these folks. He is a clear example of
a leader who has set the—an agenda that
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is bold, and he’s following through with
that agenda.

If we were to turn our back on Colombia
by rejecting the free trade agreement, it
would send a terrible signal to leaders will-
ing to be courageous. It would send a bad
signal to our friends. And in the case of
Colombia, it would send a bad signal to
the voices of false populism in South Amer-
ica. It’s in our economic interest that we
pass trade agreements. Oh, I know there’s
great debate about that. But I hope that
people listen to the facts and understand
the practical consequences of opening up
markets for the products made here in the
United States. Then they’ll understand why
all of us are so passionate about making
sure we’re treated fairly.

There’s also a significant national security
concern when it comes to America turning
its back on friends. The region needs de-
mocracy; the region needs rule of law; the
region needs stability; and the region needs
strong leaders like President Uribe. And
a rejection of the free trade agreement with
Colombia will undermine that which the
leader—the region needs.

It’s interesting, I’ve been—you know, I
constantly talk to fellow leaders on the tele-
phone, and as you know, I’ve been traveling
as well. And the—I’ve been asked quite
frequently, ‘‘Why is it that your Congress
won’t pass a free trade agreement with Co-
lombia, for starters?’’ And they ask that
question first with amazement. They can’t
believe the great United States of America
is not confident enough or wise enough
to level the playing field when it comes
to U.S. goods and services.

And once the tone of amazement passes,
then there’s this serious tone of concern—
concerned about the United States becom-
ing protectionist, concerned about the
United States losing its confidence when
it comes to the entrepreneurial spirit that

has made us great, concerned that we really
don’t seem to care about the plight of oth-
ers. Because trade helps lift people out of
poverty, trade is a powerful engine for
change.

And all I can tell them is, is that politics
is too strong right now. But I also tell
them, I haven’t given up hope. I haven’t
given up hope that that Colombia free
trade agreement is going to make it to the
floor of the Congress, and with your help,
I hope you get it there. I haven’t given
up hope that the people will recognize that
obstructionism is not leadership, that ob-
structing an important piece of legislation,
not even allowing it to come to the floor
for a vote, is not what the people expect.

And so my call on the leadership in the
House is to let this trade agreement get
to the floor; let the representatives of the
people decide; let there be an open and
honest debate about the merits of this
piece of legislation, the merits from an eco-
nomic perspective and the merits from a
national security perspective. And then
when you pass a Colombia free trade bill,
we go to South Korea and Panama and
get those bills passed. And then we can
go to the people who are making these
products here and say, we did the job you
expected us to do.

Thank you all for coming. May God bless
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:54 a.m. on
the South Lawn at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to President Martin
Torrijos Espino of Panama; and President
Lee Myung-bak of South Korea. The Office
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish
language transcript of these remarks. The
World Trade Week proclamation of May 15
is listed in Appendix D at the end of this
volume.
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The President’s Radio Address
May 24, 2008

Good morning. This Memorial Day
weekend, kids will be out of school, moms
and dads will be firing up the grill, and
families across our country will mark the
unofficial beginning of summer. But as we
do, we should all remember the true pur-
pose of this holiday: to honor the sacrifices
that make our freedom possible.

On Monday, I will commemorate Memo-
rial Day by visiting Arlington National
Cemetery, where I will lay a wreath at the
Tomb of the Unknowns. The tomb is the
final resting place of three brave American
soldiers who lost their lives in combat. The
names of these veterans of World War I,
World War II, and the Korean war are
known only to God, but their valor is
known to us all.

Throughout American history, this valor
has preserved our way of life and our sa-
cred freedoms. It was this valor that won
our independence. It was this valor that
removed the stain of slavery from our Na-
tion. And it was this valor that defeated
the great totalitarian threats of the last cen-
tury.

Today, the men and women of our mili-
tary are facing a new totalitarian threat to
our freedom. In Iraq, Afghanistan, and
other fronts around the world, they con-
tinue the proud legacy of those who came
before them. They bear their responsibil-
ities with quiet dignity and honor. And
some have made the ultimate sacrifice in
defense of their country.

One such hero was Sergeant First Class
Benjamin Sebban of the Army’s 82d Air-
borne Division. As the senior medic in his
squadron, Ben made sacrifice a way of life.
When younger medics were learning how
to insert IVs, he would offer his own arm
for practice. And when the time came, Ben
did not hesitate to offer his fellow soldiers
far more.

On March 17, 2007, in Iraq’s Diyala
Province, Ben saw a truck filled with explo-
sives racing toward his team of para-
troopers. He ran into the open to warn
them, exposing himself to the blast. Ben
received severe wounds, but this good
medic never bothered to check his own
injuries. Instead, he devoted his final mo-
ments on this Earth to treating others. Ear-
lier this week, in a ceremony at Fort Bragg,
North Carolina, I had the honor of pre-
senting Sergeant Sebban’s mom with the
Silver Star that he earned.

No words are adequate to console those
who have lost a loved one serving our Na-
tion. We can only offer our prayers and
join in their grief. We grieve for the mother
who hears the sound of her child’s 21-gun
salute. We grieve for the husband or wife
who receives a folded flag. We grieve for
a young son or daughter who only knows
dad from a photograph.

One holiday is not enough to commemo-
rate all of the sacrifices that have been
made by America’s men and women in uni-
form. No group has ever done more to
defend liberty than the men and women
of the United States Armed Forces. Their
bravery has done more than simply win
battles; it has done more than win wars;
it has secured a way of life for our entire
country. These heroes and their families
should be in our thoughts and prayers on
a daily basis, and they should receive our
loving thanks at every possible opportunity.

This Memorial Day, I ask all Americans
to honor the sacrifices of those who have
served you and our country. One way to
do so is by joining in a moment of remem-
brance that will be marked across our coun-
try at 3 p.m. local time. At that moment,
Major League Baseball games will pause,
the National Memorial Day Parade will
halt, Amtrak trains will blow their whistles,
and buglers in military cemeteries will play
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