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enormous costs for future generations of
Americans.

We'll work with the Congress, but the
idea of a huge spending bill fueled by
taxes—increases—isn’t the right way to pro-
ceed. And the right way for Congress to
proceed on taxes in general is to send a
clear message that these tax relief we
passed need to be made permanent.

Thank you for your interest. Thank you
for your concern about our fellow citizens.

God bless you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 11 a.m. in
Room 450 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Ex-
ecutive Office Building. In his remarks, he
referred to Lawrence B. Lindsey, president
and chief executive officer, the Lindsey
Group; Robert Carroll, vice president for
economic policy, the Tax Foundation; John
Rutledge, chairman, Rutledge Capital; and
Martin A. Regalia, vice president for eco-
nomic and tax policy and chief economist,
U.S. Chamber of Commerce.

Statement on the Situation in Zimbabwe

June 2, 2008

The continued use of Government-spon-
sored violence in Zimbabwe, including un-
warranted arrests and intimidation of oppo-
sition figures, to prevent the Movement for
Democratic Change from campaigning
freely ahead of the June 27 Presidential
runoff election is deplorable. We call on
the regime to immediately halt all attacks
and to permit freedom of assembly, free-
dom of speech, and access to the media.
We urge the Southern African Develop-
ment Community, the African Union, the
United Nations, and other international or-
ganizations to blanket the country with
election and human rights monitors imme-

diately.

We also are concerned by reports that
misguided Government policies are pro-
jected to result in one of the worst crop
harvests in Zimbabwean history. While
Robert Mugabe makes political statements
in Rome, his people continue to face empty
markets at home. The United States cur-
rently feeds more than 1 million
Zimbabweans and spent more than $170
million on food assistance in Zimbabwe last
year. We will continue these efforts to pre-
vent Government-induced starvation in
Zimbabwe.

NOTE: The statement referred to President
Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe.

Remarks Honoring the 2008 NCAA Men’s Basketball Champion University

of Kansas Jayhawks
June 3, 2008

The President. Please sit down. Welcome.
It's an honor to welcome the 2008 NCAA
men’s  basketball champs, the Kansas
Jayhawks. So when Kansas fans come to
the Rose Garden, they don’t come to ad-
mire the flowers—[laughter]—they come to

“wave the wheat.” T just wish Big Jay and
Baby Jay could have come with you. Barney
was looking forward to meeting them.
[Laughter]

I want to congratulate this team. You
brought new glory to one of our Nation’s
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