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Jan. 13 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:50 p.m. at
the Emirates Palace Hotel. In his remarks,
he referred to Aida Abdullah Al-Azdi, execu-
tive director, Emirates Center for Strategic

Studies and Research; President Mahmoud
Abbas of the Palestinian Authority; Nobel
Prize winner and economist Gary S. Becker;
and Prime Minister Ehud Olmert of Israel.

Remarks During a Tour of an Alternative Fuel Sources Exhibit in Abu
Dhabi
January 14, 2008

It’s amazing, isn’t it? This country has
gotten its wealth from the ground and is
now reinvesting in alternative forms of en-
ergy, sometimes joint venturing with U.S.
institutions, like MIT.
[At this point, the tour continued, and no
transcript was provided. The remarks con-
tinued as follows.]

It’s a modern society that is using its
wealth not only to educate its people but
to stay on the leading edge of technological
change.

And, Your Highness, it’s been an amaz-
ing experience for me. And I don’t think
most Americans understand the UAE. And
I don’t think most Americans understand
that your education systems are modern
and that you’re thinking about the future
in constructive ways. I appreciate the
chance to learn about you.
[The tour continued, and no transcript was
provided. The remarks later concluded as
follows.]

My hope is my visit shines a spotlight
on the Middle East, the opportunities to
work constructively with our friends and
allies, and shows people the truth about
what life is like here in the UAE. This
is a remarkable place. The architecture is
beautiful, but the can-do spirit is amazing.

And we just heard a briefing about how
they’re going to construct a city based en-
tirely upon renewable energy. It is—it will
be an opportunity to see what works, what
won’t work, and an opportunity to share
that technology with others.

And I appreciate the commitment to
conservation and to the environment that
the leadership has shown here. This has
been a very interesting experience. I can’t
thank you enough for your hospitality.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:37 a.m. at
the Emirates Palace Hotel. In his remarks,
he referred to Crown Prince Muhammad bin
Zayid Al Nuhayyan of Abu Dhabi.

Remarks Prior to a Discussion With Young Arab Leaders in Dubai, United
Arab Emirates
January 14, 2008

President Bush. Thank you, sir. I’m
proud to be with you. Your Highness, thank
you very much. I appreciate you picking
this particular location, because it is a fan-
tastic view of your—of Dubai.

First of all, just a couple of impressions:
I’m most impressed with what I’ve seen
here. The entrepreneurial spirit is strong
and, equally importantly, the desire to
make sure that all aspects of society are—
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