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June 13 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008

Statement on the Death of Timothy J. Russert
June 13, 2008

Laura and I are deeply saddened by the
sudden passing of Tim Russert. Those of
us who knew and worked with Tim, his
many friends, and the millions of Ameri-
cans who loyally followed his career on the
air will all miss him.

As the longest serving host of the longest
running program in the history of tele-
vision, he was an institution in both news
and politics for more than two decades.

Tim was a tough and hard-working news-
man. He was always well informed and
thorough in his interviews, and he was as
gregarious off the set as he was prepared
on it.

Most important, Tim was a proud son
and father, and Laura and I offer our deep-
est sympathies to his wife Maureen, his
son Luke, and the entire Russert family.
We will keep them in our prayers.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the Deployments of United
States Combat-Equipped Armed Forces Around the World
June 13, 2008

Dear Madam Speaker: (Dear Mr.
President:)

I am providing this supplemental consoli-
dated report, prepared by my Administra-
tion and consistent with the War Powers
Resolution (Public Law 93–148), as part of
my efforts to keep the Congress informed
about deployments of combat-equipped
U.S. Armed Forces around the world. This
supplemental report covers operations in
support of the war on terror and in Kosovo.

THE WAR ON TERROR
Since September 24, 2001, I have re-

ported, consistent with Public Law 107–
40 and the War Powers Resolution, on the
combat operations in Afghanistan against al-
Qaida terrorists and their Taliban sup-
porters, which began on October 7, 2001,
and the deployment of various combat-
equipped and combat-support forces to a
number of locations in the Central, Pacific,
European, and Southern Command areas
of operation in support of those operations
and of other operations in our war on ter-
ror.

I will direct additional measures as nec-
essary in the exercise of the right of the
United States to self-defense and to protect
U.S. citizens and interests. Such measures
may include short-notice deployments of
special operations and other forces for sen-
sitive operations in various locations
throughout the world. It is not possible to
know at this time the precise scope or the
duration of the deployment of U.S. Armed
Forces necessary to counter the terrorist
threat to the United States.

United States Armed Forces, with the
assistance of numerous coalition partners,
continue to conduct the U.S. campaign to
pursue al-Qaida terrorists and to eliminate
support to al-Qaida. These operations have
been successful in seriously degrading al-
Qaida’s training capabilities. United States
Armed Forces, with the assistance of nu-
merous coalition partners, ended the
Taliban regime and are actively pursuing
and engaging remnant al-Qaida and Taliban
fighters in Afghanistan. The total number
of U.S. forces in Afghanistan is approxi-
mately 31,122, of which approximately
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