
874

June 25 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008

So with confidence in our vision and
faith in our values, let’s go forward to-
gether. Let’s put Republicans back in con-
trol of the Congress and the Senate. Let’s
make sure Republicans run the statehouse
here in Michigan, and let’s do all we can
to put John McCain in the Oval Office.

May God bless you, and may God bless
our country.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5 p.m. at Lau-
rel Manor. In his remarks, he referred to
Saulius Anuzis, chairman, Michigan Repub-
lican Party; Michigan State Attorney General
Michael Cox; Michael J. Bouchard, sheriff,
Oakland County, MI; Democratic Presi-
dential candidate Barack Obama; Chief Jus-
tice Clifford W. Taylor, Michigan State Su-
preme Court; and Usama bin Laden, leader
of the Al Qaida terrorist organization.

Statement on Senate Confirmation of Judges for the United States Courts
of Appeals and District Courts
June 25, 2008

Yesterday the Senate confirmed Ray-
mond Kethledge and Helene White to the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit
and Stephen Murphy to the U.S. District
Court for the Eastern District of Michigan.
I appreciate the Senate’s work on filling
these important seats, which had been de-
clared judicial emergencies.

For the first time in my administration,
the Sixth Circuit will now have a full court
to address important issues facing the resi-
dents of Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio, and
Tennessee. Unfortunately, too many other

Federal judgeships across America remain
vacant. This is unacceptable and inexcus-
able. Since the beginning of the 110th Con-
gress, the Senate has confirmed only 10
circuit court nominees. In the last 2 years
of the past three administrations, the Sen-
ate has confirmed an average of 17 circuit
court judges. I strongly urge the Senate
to hold hearings and votes on the 28 pend-
ing circuit and district court nominations
to ensure that our Nation has a fully func-
tioning judicial system.

Joint Statement by the United States of America and the Socialist Republic
of Vietnam
June 25, 2008

President George W. Bush welcomed
Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung to the
United States of America and to the White
House yesterday for the fourth bilateral
meeting between leaders of our two coun-
tries in as many years. The President and
the Prime Minister discussed the progress
made since they last met in Vietnam in
2006 and committed to specific efforts to
carry this increasingly robust bilateral rela-

tionship forward. The two leaders agreed
the relationship is based on a positive,
growing friendship, mutual respect, and a
shared commitment to pursuing construc-
tive and multifaceted cooperation on a wide
range of issues that will contribute to the
development of the depth of the relation-
ship, which is in the long-term interests
of both countries. They also shared their
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