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Statement on the Situation in Zimbabwe

June 28, 2008

On Friday, the Mugabe regime held a
sham election that ignored the will of the
people of Zimbabwe. The international
community has condemned the Mugabe re-
gime’s ruthless campaign of politically moti-
vated violence and intimidation with a
strong and unified voice that makes clear
that yesterday’s election was in no way free
and fair. Any legitimate Government of
Zimbabwe must represent the interests of
all its citizens and the outcome of the
March 29 elections.

Given the Mugabe regime’s blatant dis-
regard for the Zimbabwean people’s demo-
cratic will and human rights, I am instruct-
ing the Secretaries of State and Treasury
to develop sanctions against this illegitimate
Government of Zimbabwe and those who
support it. We will press for strong action

by the United Nations, including an arms
embargo on Zimbabwe and travel ban on
regime officials. We will continue to work
closely with the African Union, Southern
African Development Community, and
other world leaders to resolve this crisis.

The United States stands ready to sup-
port a legitimate government through a ro-
bust package of development assistance,
debt relief, and normalization with inter-
national financial institutions. In the mean-
time, we will continue to support the peo-
ple of Zimbabwe by providing food assist-
ance to more than 1 million people and
AIDS treatment to more than 40,000 peo-
ple.

NOTE: The statement referred to President
Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe.

Remarks on Signing the Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2008

June 30, 2008

Good morning. A few moments ago, I
signed legislation that funds our troops who
are in harm’s way. Our Nation has no
greater responsibility than supporting our
men and women in uniform, especially
since we're at war. This is a responsibility
all of us in Washington share, not as Re-
publicans or Democrats, but as Americans.
And I want to thank leaders of the House
and Senate for getting this bill to my office.

America remains a nation at war. There
are enemies who intend to harm us. Stand-
ing in their way are brave men and women
who put on the uniform, who raised their
right hand and took an oath to defend our
freedom. They volunteered to deploy in
distant lands, far from their families, far
from their homes, and far from comfort
of America. And every day, they risk their

lives to defeat our adversaries and to keep
our country safe.

We owe these brave Americans our grati-
tude; we owe them our unflinching sup-
port. And the best way to demonstrate that
support is to give them the resources they
need to do their jobs and to prevail. The
bill I signed today does exactly that. It pro-
vides necessary funds to support our troops
as they conduct military operations in Iraq,
in Afghanistan, and in other theaters in the
war on terror.

I appreciate that Republicans and Demo-
crats in Congress agreed to provide these
vital funds without tying the hands of our
commanders and without an artificial time-
table of withdrawal from Iraq. Our troops
have driven the terrorists and extremists
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