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And I had this special sense there, when
I was with them, the esprit de corps, and
we want to thank them for their courage.

I want to thank all those who are helping
making the effort work here. People are
working long hours, and the citizens of this
part of the world really, really thank you
for it.

I want to thank the Boy Scouts. We’ve
got three scouts here who are representa-
tive of a bunch of scouts who are working
on the Healthy Forest Initiative and are
helping make sure these firefighters are—
don’t have to deal with some of these hot
blazes the way they have in the past.

And finally, I’d like to just let the people
out here know that we’re paying attention
in Washington, DC, we care about you,
and that we’ll respond as best as we pos-
sibly can.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4 p.m. at the
Northern Operations Command Center. In
his remarks, he referred to Sen. Dianne
Feinstein. The transcript released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also included the
remarks of Gov. Schwarzenegger; and Mark
Hendrick, Jake Wellman, and Alex Braden,
members, Order of the Arrow, Boy Scouts
of America.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Review of Title III of the Cuban
Liberty and Democratic Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1996
July 17, 2008

Dear lllll :
Consistent with section 306(c)(2) of the

Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 (Public Law
104–114)(the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby determine
and report to the Congress that suspension
for 6 months beyond August 1, 2008, of
the right to bring an action under title III
of the Act is necessary to the national inter-
ests of the United States and will expedite
a transition to democracy in Cuba.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Joseph
R. Biden, Jr., chairman, and Richard G.
Lugar, ranking member, Senate Committee
on Foreign Relations; Robert C. Byrd, chair-
man, and Thad Cochran, ranking member,
Senate Committee on Appropriations; How-
ard L. Berman, chairman, and Ileana Ros-
Lehtinen, ranking member, House Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs; and David R.
Obey, chairman, and Jerry Lewis, ranking
member, House Committee on Appropria-
tions.

Remarks on Arrival in Houston, Texas
July 18, 2008

Congressional Candidate Pete Olson
It sure is good to be back in Houston,

Texas. I am—I’ve come back to help Pete
Olson win the congressional seat in the 22d
Congressional District. I’m proud to sup-
port him. He’s a Rice University graduate;

he went to the University of Texas Law
School; Navy fighter pilot; proud father,
loyal husband, and a smart guy.

I—our country faces some big issues, one
of which is to make sure we defend our
homeland against coldblooded killers. I’m
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convinced Congressman Olson understands
that. We’ve got to make sure we keep our
taxes low. And one thing is for certain:
We need to explore for more oil and gas
here at home. People are worried about
the high gasoline prices. One way to take
the pressure off gasoline prices is to make
it clear that the United States is going to
be active about finding crude oil and nat-
ural gas right here in our own hemisphere,

in our own country. And I’m convinced
we can do so in environmentally friendly
ways.

No doubt in my mind, Pete Olson will
make a fine United States Congressman,
and I’m proud to be here to support him.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:38 p.m. at
Ellington Field.

Statement on the 90th Birthday of Nelson R. Mandela
July 18, 2008

On behalf of the people of the United
States, Laura and I extend congratulations
to Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela on his 90th
birthday. I applaud the leadership he is

providing on many vital causes in South
Africa and around the world. Mr. Mandela
is a great example of courage, hope, and
the power of freedom.

The President’s Radio Address
July 19, 2008

Good morning. This is a challenging time
for families across our Nation. I know many
families are worried about rising prices at
the pump and declining home values. So
this week, my administration took steps to
help address both these challenges.

To help address the pressure on gasoline
prices, my administration took action to
clear the way for environmentally respon-
sible offshore exploration of key parts of
the Outer Continental Shelf or OCS. Ex-
perts believe that these areas of the OCS
could eventually produce nearly 10 years
worth of America’s current annual oil pro-
duction. So on Monday, I lifted an execu-
tive branch prohibition on exploration in
these areas.

Unfortunately, a full month has passed
since I called on Congress to lift a similar
legislative ban, and Congress has done
nothing. This means that the only thing
now standing between the American people

and the vast oil resources of the OCS is
action from the United States Congress.

Bringing OCS resources on line will take
time, and that means that the need for
congressional action is urgent. The sooner
Congress lifts the ban, the sooner we can
get these resources from the ocean floor
to the gas pump. Democratic leaders need
to show that they have finally heard the
frustrations of the American people. They
should match the action I’ve taken, repeal
the congressional ban, and pass legislation
to facilitate responsible offshore explo-
ration.

In the short term, America’s economy
will continue to depend on oil, but in the
long term, our economic future depends
on promoting alternative energy tech-
nologies. So my administration has worked
to expand the use of alternative fuels and
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