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of HIV becomes a vital part of their coun-
tries” efforts to combat the pandemic.

With this legislation, America is showing
its tremendous regard for the dignity and
worth of every human being. This after-
noon I want to speak directly to those
around the world who have or think they
may have HIV. A positive diagnosis does
not have to be a reason for shame. So
don’t let shame keep you from getting test-
ed or treated. Your life is treasured by the
people who love you. It is precious in the
eyes of God. It matters to the people of
the United States.

Defeating HIV/AIDS once and for all
will require an unprecedented investment
over generations. But it is an investment
that yields the best possible return: save
lives. One of these lives belongs to Agnes
Nyamayarwo. Agnes lost her husband and
son to AIDS and is HIV-positive herself.
Yet with the support from PEPFAR, Agnes
has turned her grief into action. She has
traveled the world educating others about
this disease. I want to thank you for com-
ing, Agnes. Thank you for coming all the
way from Uganda. I appreciate you being
here.

Mohamed Kalyesubula is with us—not
yet, Mohamed. [Laughter] Hold your ap-
plause. [Laughter] Stay right there. No, you
stay—[laughter]. By the time Mohamed
was diagnosed, he had been bedridden for
an entire year with HIV/AIDS. His immune
system was almost wiped out. Yet

antiretroviral treatment he received at a
clinic supported by PEPFAR has helped
his health improve. He now supports six
children with money he earns at the clinic
caring for others with HIV. I met him my
first trip to Africa shortly after his diag-
nosis. He told me he had a dream, which
was to come to the White House. [Laugh-
ter] Here you are, brother. Welcome.

Agnes and Mohamed are proof of what
many in Africa call the Lazarus effect:
Communities once given up for dead are
brought back to life. Today we pray that
God will comfort those who suffer and
mourn. We pray that He will guide those
who carry out this initiative’s lifesaving
work. And we ask for His blessings on each
of you here today and the United States
of America.

And now it is my pleasure to sign the
United States Global Leadership Against
HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis, Malaria Reau-
thorization Act of 2008. And I do so in
the memory of Henry Hyde and Tom Lan-
tos.

NoTE: The President spoke at 2:57 p.m. in
the East Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to President Jakaya
Mrisho Kikwete of Tanzania. H.R. 5501, ap-
proved July 30, was assigned Public Law No.
110-293. The transcript released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also included the
remarks of the First Lady.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Comprehensive
Nuclear Threat Reduction and Security

July 30, 2008

Dear Madam Speaker: (Dear Mr.
President:)

I am pleased to transmit to the Congress,
consistent with the provisions of section
699M of the Consolidated Appropriations

Act, 2008 (Public Law 110-161), the en-

closed report entitled, “Comprehensive Nu-
clear Threat Reduction and Security Plan.”

This report, compiled by the Depart-
ments of State, Defense, Energy, and
Homeland Security, details Federal plans
to ensure that all weapons and weapons-
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usable material at vulnerable sites are se-
cure from terrorist threats. As required, the
report includes information on sustainability
plans, interagency  cooperation,  pro-
grammatic and budgetary requirements,
and international engagement related to
these vital national security efforts.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH

NoTE: Identical letters were sent to Nancy
Pelosi, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Richard B. Cheney, President of
the Senate.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to the Actions of Certain Persons To Undermine the Sovereignty
of Lebanon or its Democratic Processes and Institutions

July 30, 2008

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a national
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits
to the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect beyond
the anniversary date. In accordance with
this provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice to the Federal Register for publication
stating that the national emergency and re-
lated measures blocking the property of
persons undermining the sovereignty of
Lebanon or its democratic processes and
institutions and certain other persons are
to continue in effect beyond August 1,
2008.

The actions of certain persons to under-
mine Lebanon’s legitimate and democrat-
ically elected government or democratic in-
stitutions, to contribute to the deliberate
breakdown in the rule of law in Lebanon,

including through politically motivated vio-
lence and intimidation, to reassert Syrian
control or contribute to Syrian interference
in Lebanon, or to infringe upon or under-
mine Lebanese sovereignty contribute to
political and economic instability in that
country and the region and constitute a
continuing unusual and extraordinary threat
to the national security and foreign policy
of the United States. For these reasons,
I have determined that it is necessary to
continue the national emergency and re-
lated measures blocking the property of
persons undermining the sovereignty of
Lebanon or its democratic processes and
institutions and certain other persons.

GEORGE W. BusH
The White House,
July 30, 2008.

NotE: The notice is listed in Appendix D
at the end of this volume.

Interview With Foreign Print Journalists

July 30, 2008

The President. Thanks. Looking forward
to my trip. As you all know, the itinerary
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is South Korea, Thailand, and then China.
China will be a mix of—South Korea will
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