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Aug. 1 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting Budget
Amendments
August 1, 2008

Dear Madam Speaker:
I ask the Congress to consider the en-

closed amendments to my FY 2009 Budget
for the Departments of Agriculture, Com-
merce, Education, Health and Human
Services, Homeland Security, the Interior,
Labor, and State, as well as the Environ-
mental Protection Agency. The amounts re-
quested are fully offset by proposed reduc-
tions to other accounts.

Overall, the discretionary budget author-
ity proposed in my FY 2009 Budget would
not be increased by these proposed re-
quests.

The details of these amendments are set
forth in the enclosed letter from the Direc-
tor of the Office of Management and Budg-
et.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH

The President’s Radio Address
August 2, 2008

Good morning. This weekend marks the
beginning of August, the month when many
Americans take their summer vacation. This
year, however, the high price of gas is tak-
ing a toll on summer travelers. Congress
is now taking a month-long recess of its
own. Unfortunately, Democratic leaders are
leaving town without taking any action to
ease the burden of high gas prices on fami-
lies across America.

The fundamental source of high gas
prices is the fact that supply is not keeping
pace with demand. To reduce pressure on
prices, we need to increase the supply of
oil, especially oil produced here at home.
So, in June, I called on Congress to lift
the legislative ban that prevents offshore
exploration of parts of the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf or OCS. But the leaders of
the Democratic Congress have refused to
allow a vote. Lifting the ban on this off-
shore exploration would benefit our econ-
omy in two important ways.

First, lifting the ban would allow our Na-
tion to take advantage of a large and reli-
able source of domestic oil. Experts believe
that these restricted areas could eventually

produce about 18 billion barrels of oil;
that’s almost 10 years worth of America’s
current oil production.

Second, lifting the ban would create new
opportunities for American workers and
businesses. On Tuesday, I visited the Lin-
coln Electric Company in Cleveland, Ohio,
a business that produces welding products
used for offshore exploration. If Congress
were to permit this exploration, it would
mean new jobs at businesses like Lincoln
Electric. American drivers are counting on
Congress to lift the ban on offshore explo-
ration, and so are American workers.

Bringing these resources on line will take
time, and that means that the need for
congressional action is urgent. I’ve lifted
the executive restrictions on offshore explo-
ration. This means that the only thing now
standing between the American people and
these vast oil resources is the United States
Congress. The sooner Congress lifts the
ban, the sooner we can get this oil from
beneath the ocean floor to your gas tank.

We also need to take other essential
steps to strengthen domestic oil production.
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