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Remarks Following a Briefing on Hurricane Ike Recovery Efforts

September 14, 2008

I want to thank senior members of the
administration for coming in this Sunday
morning to discuss Hurricane Tke. I was
on the phone to—with Secretary Chertoff
before coming into this meeting. The Sec-
retary went down yesterday. He gave me
a briefing from Austin; he’ll be heading
into Houston. This is all part of our efforts
to help Texas and Louisiana with a focused,
effective recovery effort.

Administrator Paulison briefed us on how
we're doing on our priorities. First priority
is search and rescue, and I want to thank
the people at the Federal and State levels
for working so hard to rescue our fellow
citizens from harm’s way. Rescue efforts
continue on as we speak.

I do urge people in the affected areas
to listen closely to local authorities before
they attempt to get back home. There are
people now surveying damage, people re-
porting in to the State as to the conditions
there in the different communities. And it’s
very important for citizens, who I know
are anxious to get home, to take your time
and listen, take the advice of the local folks.

Our priorities, along with the State and
local folks, is to make sure electricity gets
up as quickly as possible. Secretary Bodman
gave us a briefing on the outages. Interest-
ingly enough, some electricity is already
being restored in Houston, I'm told. And
I do want to thank the utility companies
for working hard to get electricity up. And
to the extent that you need help on string-
ing lines, I'm confident other utility compa-
nies from around the country will help pro-
vide manpower.

Secretary Chertoff and David Paulison
tell me that the Federal Government will
be providing 1% million liters of water a
day and 1 million meals a day to help the
people who have been displaced. Thatll of

course be coordinated with Governor

Perry’s office and the State of Texas, as
well as the mayors.

One of the things that's very important
for the city of Houston and the other cities
is to get the water up and running, the
sewage plants running. And that’ll be a pri-
ority of ours to help them. And finally,
debris removal, it’s very important that our
Corps of Engineer, working with local offi-
cials, implements a coordinated debris re-
moval plan.

And so that’s what we discussed this
morning. This is a tough storm, and it’s
one that is going to be—it’s going to re-
quire time for people to recover.

As well, the Secretary of Energy briefed
us on, you know, preliminary reports on
gasoline production, pipeline distribution.
And it’s a little early to fully assess where
we stand, although I can say that, you
know, one of the plant—one of the pipe-
lines coming out of the Gulf Coast area
is running—the Plantation Pipeline. And
we are watching very carefully as to when
the Colonial Pipeline can get up and run-
ning.

In the meantime, as I mentioned yester-
day, in coordination with the Department
of Energy, we suspended—and the EPA—
we suspended reformulated gasoline rules
so it would make it easier to import gaso-
line from abroad so as to take pressure
off of our consumers.

And I repeat what I said yesterday, that
the Federal Government, along with State
governments, will be monitoring very care-
fully as to whether or not consumers are
being mistreated at the pump, in other
words, gouged. It’s very important for our
fellow citizens, during the period of tem-
porary disruption, to be treated fairly.

And so I'm considering—have considered
my plans over the weekend, and I will be
going down to Texas on Tuesday to express
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the Federal Government’s support—sym-
pathy on the one hand and support on the
other to—for this recovery effort and re-
building effort.

Thank you very much.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 7:50 a.m. in
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. In
his remarks, he referred to Gov. J. Richard
Perry of Texas.

Remarks at a Welcoming Ceremony for President John Agyekum Kufuor

of Ghana
September 15, 2008

Good morning. President Kufuor and
Mrs. Kufuor, it is a pleasure to welcome
you back to the White House. The Amer-
ican people are honored to receive Ghana’s
official delegation, and Laura and I are
happy to host two good friends.

The ties of {riendship between the
United States and Ghana are strong, and
they are enduring. Many Americans—citi-
zens trace their ancestry to Ghana. For ex-
ample, the great jazz legend Louis Arm-
strong traced his ancestry back to Ghana.
Centuries ago, Armstrong’s forebears came
to America as slaves. In 1956, Armstrong
returned to Ghana and played a concert
for more than 100,000 people who turned
out to celebrate their country’s march to-
ward freedom.

And when Ghana’s independence was se-
cure, President Eisenhower sent a message
to Ghanaians from the people of the
United States. He said, “We revere in com-
mon with you the great and eternal prin-
ciples which characterize the free demo-
cratic way of life. I am confident that our
two countries will stand as one in safe-
guarding this greatest of all bonds between
us.

Half a century later, we see that Presi-
dent Eisenhower’s confidence was well
placed. Today, Ghana and America are still
bound by our love for liberty, and we stand
as one in our efforts to safeguard freedom.

Ghana and America stand as one as we
work to secure freedom from poverty. Gha-
na’s leaders are governing justly, fighting
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corruption, and investing in their people.
And America is proud to support these ef-
forts through our Millennium Challenge
compact. Together, we work with Ghana
to improve agriculture and infrastructure
and support development in Ghana’s rural
areas and bring prosperity to Ghana’s peo-
ple. We have worked to promote free trade
as a powerful engine of prosperity for both
our countries. Last year, trade between
Ghana and the United States was valued
at more than $600 million, an increase of
more than 55 percent since President
Kufuor and I took office.

Ghana and America stand as one in our
work to free people from illiteracy and ig-
norance. Through the Africa Education Ini-
tiative, Ghana and the United States have
partnered to provide thousands of scholar-
ships to girls. We've trained teachers. And
across that important country, schools are
being renovated, textbooks are being dis-
tributed, and Ghana’s children are looking
toward a brighter future.

Ghana and America stand as one in our
work to free people from disease. Together,
we've protected hundreds of thousands of
people from malaria. Starting this month,
Ghana and the United States will begin
distributing medicines to about 8 million
people as part of a new initiative to combat
neglected tropical diseases.

Ghana and America stand as one in our
work to promote free elections. Ghana is
now in the middle of a lively election sea-
son, marked by spirited debate and close-
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