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NOTE: The statement referred to Jake
Brisbin, Jr., executive director, Rio Grande

Council of Governments; and pilot Matthew
Peter Juneau.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Persons Who Commit, Threaten To Commit, or Support
Terrorism
September 18, 2008

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a national
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits
to the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect beyond
the anniversary date. In accordance with
this provision, I have sent to the Federal
Register for publication the enclosed notice,
stating that the national emergency with re-
spect to persons who commit, threaten to
commit, or support terrorism is to continue
in effect beyond September 23, 2008.

The crisis constituted by the grave acts
of terrorism and threats of terrorism com-
mitted by foreign terrorists, including the
terrorist attacks in New York, in Pennsyl-
vania, and against the Pentagon committed
on September 11, 2001, and the continuing

and immediate threat of further attacks on
United States nationals or the United States
that led to the declaration of a national
emergency on September 23, 2001, has not
been resolved. These actions pose a con-
tinuing unusual and extraordinary threat to
the national security, foreign policy, and
economy of the United States. For these
reasons, I have determined that it is nec-
essary to continue the national emergency
declared with respect to persons who com-
mit, threaten to commit, or support ter-
rorism, and maintain in force the com-
prehensive sanctions to respond to this
threat.

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House,
September 18, 2008.

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D
at the end of this volume.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Nasir al-Muhammad
al-Ahmad al-Sabah of Kuwait
September 19, 2008

President Bush. Your Excellency, thanks
for coming. Kuwait is a strategic partner
of the United States, and our discussion
today was befitting of our strategic partner-
ship.

We talked about a lot of issues. One
issue we talked about was Iraq. And I do
want to thank Your Excellency for naming

an Ambassador to Iraq. It’s a recognition
on your part that a stable and peaceful
Iraq is in your interests. And we support
those interests.

I also want to thank you for being such
a good security partner in the region. I
can remember fondly coming to Kuwait
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and going to our base there and how appre-
ciative our commanders and our folks based
there were for the hospitality of your coun-
try.

We talked about the economic situation
here in the United States, and I told His
Highness—His Excellency I’m going to go
give a speech here in a minute.

And all in all, it was a very good discus-
sion. And I thank you for your friendship,
and I welcome you to the United States.

Prime Minister Nasir. Thank you, Mr.
President. On behalf of my delegation, I
want to thank you for the hospitality, the
warm welcome. The discussions that we
have had here, Mr. President, concern all
the international arena. Our people cannot
forget the position that United States
took—the leadership and the coalition
forces—to liberate Kuwait in ’91.

And since United States has become one
of our allies in the region, the discussion
that we have had is the mutual interests
between both countries in all these fields.
And we are happy, we are glad to see that
everything is moving very, very well be-
tween the two countries.

Thank you again, and I bring the best
wishes of the Amir, the Crown Prince, and
the people of Kuwait. Thank you, sir, and
the people of United States.

President Bush. Thank you, sir.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:11 a.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. In his
remarks, Prime Minister Nasir referred to
Amir Sabah al-Ahmad al-Jabir al-Sabah and
Crown Prince Nawaf al-Ahmad al-Jabir al-
Sabah of Kuwait.

Remarks on the National Economy
September 19, 2008

Good morning. I thank the Treasury Sec-
retary, Hank Paulson, Federal Reserve
Chairman Ben Bernanke, and SEC Chair-
man Chris Cox for joining me today.

This is a pivotal moment for America’s
economy. Problems that originated in the
credit markets—and first showed up in the
area of subprime mortgages—have spread
throughout our financial system. This has
led to an erosion of confidence that has
frozen many financial transactions, includ-
ing loans to consumers and to businesses
seeking to expand and create jobs. As a
result, we must act now to protect our Na-
tion’s economic health from serious risk.

There will be ample opportunity to de-
bate the origins of this problem. Now is
the time to solve it. In our Nation’s history,
there have been moments that require us
to come together across party lines to ad-
dress major challenges. This is such a mo-
ment. Last night Secretary Paulson and

Chairman Bernanke and Chairman Cox
met with congressional leaders of both par-
ties, and they had a very good meeting.
I appreciate the willingness of congressional
leaders to confront this situation head on.

Our system of free enterprise rests on
the conviction that the Federal Govern-
ment should interfere in the marketplace
only when necessary. Given the precarious
state of today’s financial markets and their
vital importance to the daily lives of the
American people, Government intervention
is not only warranted, it is essential.

In recent weeks, the Federal Govern-
ment has taken a series of measures to
help promote stability in the overall econ-
omy. To avoid severe disruptions in the
financial markets and to support home fi-
nancing, we took action to address the situ-
ation at Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac. The
Federal Reserve also acted to prevent the
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