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President Uribe. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of these remarks.

Statement on the National Economy
September 22, 2008

Over the weekend, members of my ad-
ministration and congressional leaders
worked on legislation to address the crisis
in our Nation’s financial markets. They
made good headway toward a bill that can
pass the House and Senate in a timely
manner, and the American people appre-
ciate their efforts.

Obviously, there will be differences over
some details, and we will have to work
through them. That is an understandable
part of the policymaking process. But it
would not be understandable if Members
of Congress sought to use this emergency
legislation to pass unrelated provisions or
to insist on provisions that would under-
mine the effectiveness of the plan. I appre-
ciate Members of Congress in both parties
resisting the urge to do so and keeping
the rescue bill focused on solving the crisis
in our financial markets.

Americans are watching to see if Demo-
crats and Republicans, the Congress and
the White House, can come together to

solve this problem with the urgency it war-
rants. Indeed, the whole world is watching
to see if we can act quickly to shore up
our markets and prevent damage to our
capital markets, businesses, our housing
sector, and retirement accounts.

Failure to act would have broad con-
sequences far beyond Wall Street. It would
threaten small-business owners and home-
owners on Main Street.

Everyone recognizes that it’s not easy to
write a bill of this magnitude in a timely
manner, and all those who have worked
so hard over the weekend and continue
this morning deserve the thanks and appre-
ciation of every American. Working to-
gether, I am confident we can enact the
legislation necessary to prevent lasting dam-
age to our economy and meet the unique
challenge facing us today.

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language version of this
statement.

Remarks During a Meeting With President Asif Ali Zardari of Pakistan in
New York City
September 23, 2008

President Bush. Mr. President, I thank
you for coming. And I have really been
looking forward to this meeting; after all,
Pakistan is a close and important friend.

First of all, I want to express our deepest
condolences to the victims of those who
died as a result of the terrorist attack in

Islamabad. I know that you—your heart
went out to the families of those who suffer
and so does the collective heart of the
American people; we stand with you.

President Zardari. Thank you.
President Bush. Secondly, I got to know

you a little bit in an interesting way when
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I met your children at the Olympics. And
it reminded me about the great suffering
that they and you have been through with
the loss of your beloved wife. And I thank
you very much for staying involved in pub-
lic service to honor her legacy.

Pakistan is an ally, and I look forward
to deepening our relationship. We’ll be dis-
cussing, of course, how to help spread pros-
perity. We want our friends around the
world to be making a good living. We want
there to be economic prosperity, and we
can work together, and of course we’ll be
talking about security. And your words have
been very strong about Pakistan’s sovereign
right and sovereign duty to protect your
country, and the United States wants to
help.

One of the things I’ve heard here in
my stay thus far in New York is from world
leaders wondering whether or not the
United States has the right plan to deal
with this economic crisis. And I’ve assured
them that the plan laid out by Secretary
Paulson is a robust plan to deal with a
serious problem. And now they’re won-
dering about our Congress, and I’ve as-
sured them as well that having spoken to
the leaders of the Congress from both po-
litical parties, there is the desire to get
something done quickly.

Now, there’s a natural give-and-take
when it comes to the legislative process.
There are good ideas that need to be lis-
tened to in order to get a good bill out
that will address the situation. But I’m con-
fident, Mr. President, and as I’ve told you
and other leaders, that there will be a bi-
partisan bill, that the Republicans and
Democrats will come together to get this
piece of legislation passed, which is nec-

essary to address the financial situation and
provide a rescue plan to make sure that
there’s some stability in the markets.

Anyway, Mr. President, thank you for
coming.

President Zardari. Thank you. Thank you
for your kind words; thank you for your
thoughts. As always, you prove to the world
that your heart is in there for us Pakistanis.
We respect your feelings, we respect the
American ideals. And we bring to this the
whole concept of your promise to the world
of bringing democracy to Pakistan. Democ-
racy has come full circle, and it’s been the
help of all the friends around the world.
And we are thankful to the world for help-
ing democracy.

And democracy is the answer. We will
solve all the problems. We have a situation;
we have issues; we’ve got problems. But
we will solve them, and we will rise to
the occasion. That’s what my wife’s legacy
is all about. That’s what democracy is all
about, to take difficult decisions and do
the right thing for the people of our coun-
try and our two great nations. We should
come together in this hard time, and we
will share the burden and the responsibility
with the world.

President Bush. Thank you, sir.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:30 a.m. at
the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. In his remarks,
he referred to Bilawal, son, and Bakhtawar
and Asifa, daughters of President Zardari and
former Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto of
Pakistan, who was killed in a suicide attack
in Rawalpindi, Pakistan, on December 27,
2007. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of these remarks.
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Remarks to the United Nations General Assembly in New York City
September 23, 2008

Mr. Secretary-General, distinguished del-
egates, ladies and gentlemen: I’m pleased
to be here to address the General Assem-
bly.

Sixty-three years ago, representatives
from around the world gathered in San
Francisco to complete the founding of the
Charter of the United Nations. They met
in the shadow of a devastating war, with
grave new dangers on the horizon. They
agreed on a historic pledge: to reaffirm
faith in fundamental human rights and
unite their strength to maintain inter-
national peace and security.

This noble pledge has endured trying
hours in the United Nations history, and
it still guides our work today. Yet the ideals
of the charter are now facing a challenge
as serious as any since the U.N.’s founding:
a global movement of violent extremists.
By deliberately murdering the innocent to
advance their aims, these extremists defy
the fundamental principles of international
order. They show contempt for all who re-
spect life and value human dignity. They
reject the words of the Bible, the Qur’an,
the Torah, or any standard of conscience
or morality. They imperil the values of jus-
tice and human rights that gave birth to
the United Nations, values that have fueled
an unprecedented expansion of freedom
across the world.

To uphold the world’s—words of the
charter in the face of this challenge, every
nation in this chamber has responsibilities.
As sovereign states, we have an obligation
to govern responsibly, and solve problems
before they spill across borders. We have
an obligation to prevent our territory from
being used as a sanctuary for terrorism and
proliferation and human trafficking and or-
ganized crime. We have an obligation to
respect the rights and respond to the needs
of our people.

Multilateral organizations have respon-
sibilities. For 8 years, the nations in this
assembly have worked together to confront
the extremist threat. We’ve witnessed suc-
cesses and setbacks, and through it all, a
clear lesson has emerged: The United Na-
tions and other multilateral organizations
are needed more urgently than ever. To
be successful, we must be focused and res-
olute and effective. Instead of only passing
resolutions decrying terrorist attacks after
they occur, we must cooperate more closely
to keep terrorist attacks from happening
in the first place. Instead of treating all
forms of government as equally tolerable,
we must actively challenge the conditions
of tyranny and despair that allow terror and
extremism to thrive. By acting together to
meet the fundamental challenge of our
time, we can lead toward a world that is
more secure and more prosperous and
more hopeful.

In the decades ahead, the United Na-
tions and other multilateral organizations
must continually confront terror. This mis-
sion requires clarity of vision. We must see
the terrorists for what they are: ruthless
extremists who exploit the desperate, sub-
vert the tenets of a great religion, and seek
to impose their will on as many people
as possible. Some suggest that these men
would pose less of a threat if we’d only
leave them alone. Yet their leaders make
clear that no concession could ever satisfy
their ambitions. Bringing the terrorists to
justice does not create terrorism; it’s the
best way to protect our people.

Multilateral organizations must respond
by taking an unequivocal moral stand
against terrorism. No cause can justify the
deliberate taking of innocent human life,
and the international community is nearing
universal agreement on this truth. The vast
majority of nations in this assembly now
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