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once the market recovers. It is likely that
many of the assets would go up in value
over time. Ultimately, we expect that much,
if not all, of the tax dollars we invest will
be paid back.

As much as we might wish the situation
were different, our country is not facing
a choice between Government action and
the smooth functioning of the free market.
We’re facing a choice between action and
the real prospect of economic hardship for
millions of Americans. And for the financial
security of every American, Congress must
act.

My administration will continue to work
closely with leaders of both parties on Cap-
itol Hill. I appreciate their determined ef-
forts. While Congress is out today for the
Jewish holiday, my administration will be

talking to congressional leaders today about
how we can move legislation forward when
Members begin returning to the Capitol
tomorrow. Our economy is depending on
decisive action from the Government. The
sooner we address the problem, the sooner
we can get back on the path of growth
and job creation. This is what elected lead-
ers owe the American people, and I am
confident we’ll deliver.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:45 a.m. in
the Diplomatic Reception Room at the
White House. In his remarks, he referred to
H.R. 3997. The Office of the Press Secretary
also released a Spanish language transcript
of these remarks.

Statement on Signing the Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistance, and
Continuing Appropriations Act, 2009
September 30, 2008

Today I have signed into law H.R. 2638,
the ‘‘Consolidated Security, Disaster Assist-
ance, and Continuing Appropriations Act,
2009.’’ The Act, consisting of five divisions,
consolidates into a single Act several appro-
priations bills. It provides through emer-
gency supplemental appropriations addi-
tional Fiscal Year (FY) 2008 resources
needed for relief and recovery from hurri-
canes, floods, and other disasters, and other
supplemental appropriations.

The Act also includes full-year FY 2009
appropriations for the Department of De-
fense and the Department of Homeland
Security and for Military Construction and
Veterans Affairs. Furthermore, the Act pro-
vides FY 2009 appropriations to continue
operations of the Federal Government
through March 6, 2009, for projects and
activities not otherwise covered in the full-
year bills. This Act lifts the legislative mora-

toria on oil and gas leasing on significant
portions of the Outer Continental Shelf and
the prohibition on the completion of regu-
lations for commercial leasing of oil shale,
which will allow us to reduce our depend-
ence on foreign oil.

I am disappointed that the Congress
passed a long-term continuing resolution.
There is much work to be done, and the
Congress should not adjourn for the year
without finishing important business on
spending, taxes, and free trade agreements.

Finally, this legislation contains certain
provisions similar to those found in prior
appropriations bills passed by the Congress
that might be construed to be inconsistent
with my Constitutional responsibilities. To
avoid such potential infirmities, the execu-
tive branch will interpret and construe such
provisions in the same manner as I have
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previously stated in regard to similar provi-
sions.

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House,

September 30, 2008.

NOTE: H.R. 2638, approved September 30,
was assigned Public Law No. 110–329.

Message on the Observance of Eid al-Fitr
September 30, 2008

I send greetings to Muslims everywhere
celebrating Eid al-Fitr, the Festival of
Breaking the Fast.

During the three-day festival of Eid al-
Fitr, Muslims celebrate the completion of
their fast and the blessings of a renewed
faith. On this special occasion, families and
friends around the globe gather to share
traditional foods and congratulate each
other on meeting the test of Ramadan.

Our Nation has millions of citizens who
practice Islam, and our country benefits

from their many contributions. This holiday
is also an opportunity for Muslims to reflect
on Islam’s vibrant culture, which has en-
riched civilization for centuries.

Laura and I send our best wishes. Eid
Mubarak.

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Remarks Following a Briefing on the Security Situation in Afghanistan
October 1, 2008

I want to thank General McKiernan for
giving me a briefing on Afghanistan.

Economic Stabilization Legislation
Before I talk about our visit, I do want

to say this: I appreciate Senator Harry
Reid’s leadership in the United States Sen-
ate when it comes to the financial rescue
plan. I also appreciate Mitch McConnell’s
leadership as well. The Senate will be vot-
ing on a very important measure tonight.
It’s a—the rescue plan—the bill has been
improved by raising—well, by other things,
raising—temporarily raising the cap of—on
FDIC insurance.

It’s very important for Members to take
this bill very seriously. It’s important to get
credit flowing again so that small businesses
in our communities will be able to finance

their operations, so that local municipalities
will be able to get the money they need
to take care of the needs of local citizens,
so that States will be able to meet their
needs.

It’s very important for us to pass this
piece of legislation so as to stabilize the
situation so that it doesn’t get worse and
that our fellow citizens lose wealth and
work.

The Senate is going to take this bill up
tonight. I’m hopeful they’ll pass it, and then
the House will have a chance to vote on
it Friday morning. As I say, the bill is dif-
ferent, it’s been improved, and I’m con-
fident it will pass.

General, thank you for coming. I appre-
ciate your service to the country. General
McKiernan is briefing me on the situation
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