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Oct. 23 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008

other group, organization, citizen, or resi-
dent of Iraq, meeting the requirements set
forth in subsection 1228(c) of the NDAA,
has been established.

Specifically, I certify that the registration
and monitoring system herein referenced
includes:

1. the registration of the serial numbers
of all small arms to be provided to the
Government of Iraq or to other groups,
organizations, citizens, or residents of Iraq;

2. a program of end-use monitoring of
all lethal defense articles provided to such
entities or individuals; and

3. the maintenance of a detailed record
of the origin, shipping, and distribution of
all defense articles transferred under the
Iraq Security Forces Fund or any other
security assistance program to such entities
or individuals.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Carl
Levin, chairman, and John McCain, ranking
member, Senate Committee on Armed Serv-
ices; Joseph R. Biden, Jr., chairman, and
Richard G. Lugar, ranking member, Senate
Committee on Foreign Relations; Chris-
topher J. Dodd, chairman, and Richard C.
Shelby, ranking member, Senate Committee
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs; Ike
Skelton, chairman, and Duncan Hunter,
ranking member, House Committee on
Armed Services; and Howard L. Berman,
chairman, and Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, ranking
member, House Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.

Remarks Following a Briefing at the National Security Agency at Fort
Meade, Maryland
October 24, 2008

I want to thank General Alexander for
his hospitality to me and the Vice President
and Director McConnell. We have been
here at NSA, which is on the frontline of
protecting the American people. Every time
I come out here, I’m impressed by the
caliber of people who work here, the
amount of energy that goes into their jobs,
and their deep desire to find an enemy
and bring them to justice before they hurt
us again.

Ever since 9/11, the people in this build-
ing have done what the country expects
them to do, and that is to work as hard
as necessary to help protect the United
States of America. The work here at the

NSA is absolutely vital, and I wish all our
citizens could meet the folks that work here
and realize how smart they are, how capa-
ble they are, and how enthusiastic they are
in doing their duty.

So, General, thank you for your hospi-
tality. We’ve enjoyed coming out here, and
appreciate the efforts you’re putting into
protecting the homeland.

Thank you all very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:50 p.m. in
the Operations Building. In his remarks, he
referred to Lt. Gen. Keith B. Alexander,
USA, Director, National Security Agency.
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Remarks at a Signing Ceremony for North Atlantic Treaty Organization
Accession Protocols for Albania and Croatia
October 24, 2008

President Bush. Welcome. Please be
seated. Mr. Secretary General, it’s good to
have you here in the White House.

Secretary General Jakob Gijsbert ‘‘Jaap’’
de Hoop Scheffer of the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent.

President Bush. Thank you for your
steadfast leadership and your courage. Am-
bassadors, thank you for joining us. The
Ambassador of Croatia and Albania are
here for a special reason. Congressman
Engel, I think he’s here—[laughter]—right
in front of us. Congressman, we are so
honored you have taken time to be here.
Deputy Secretary England; Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Admiral Mullen,
thank you for coming. Ambassadors, mem-
bers of the administration, members of the
diplomatic corps, friends of freedom: Wel-
come, we are glad you’re here. This is a
special moment in the hopeful story of
human liberty, as America formally declares
its support for Albania and Croatia’s entry
into NATO.

With today’s ceremony, we celebrate two
young and vigorous democracies seeking to
assume new responsibilities in a time of
terrorism and a time of war. We strengthen
America’s partnership with nations that
once found themselves in the shackles of
communism. We rejoice in taking a major
step toward welcoming the people of Alba-
nia and Croatia into the greatest alliance
for freedom the world has ever known.

The United States is proud to have sup-
ported the NATO aspirations of these na-
tions from the beginning. Laura and I fond-
ly remember our visits to Tirana and Za-
greb, where we met people who are show-
ing the world the potential and the promise
of human freedom. The citizens of Albania
and Croatia have overcome war and hard-
ship, built peaceful relations with their

neighbors, and helped other young democ-
racies build and strengthen free societies.
And the people of Albania and Croatia are
helping move the world closer to a great
triumph of history: a Europe that is whole,
a Europe that is free, and a Europe that
is at peace.

The invitation to join NATO is recogni-
tion of the difficult reforms these countries
have undertaken on the path to prosperity
and peace. In return, NATO membership
offers the promise of security and stability.
The United States and our NATO allies
will stand united in defense of our fellow
members. Once Albania and Croatia for-
mally join NATO, their people can know:
If any nation threatens their security, every
member of our alliance will be at their
side.

The road of reform does not end with
acceptance into NATO. Every member of
the alliance has a responsibility to enhance,
promote, and defend the cause of democ-
racy. I’m confident that Albania and Croatia
will deliver on their commitments to
strengthen their democratic institutions and
free market systems.

Albania and Croatia’s entry into NATO
is an historic step for the Balkans. In the
space of a single decade, this region has
transformed itself from a land consumed
by war to a contributor to international
peace and stability. America looks forward
to the day when the ranks of NATO in-
clude all the nations in the Balkans, includ-
ing Macedonia. I thank Macedonia’s
Ambassador for joining us today. We’re
proud of the steps you’re taking to
strengthen your democracy. The great
NATO alliance is holding a place for you
at our table. And we look forward to your
admission as a full NATO member as soon
as possible.
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