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We are glad you’re here at the White
House. I thank you for being good cham-
pions on the field. I thank you for being
champs off the field. I’m proud you’re here
at this grand house of the people. May
God bless you, and may God continue to
bless the United States.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:30 p.m. on
the South Lawn at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Patrik Sartz, cocap-
tain, University of Alaska Fairbanks rifle
team; and Steve Detwiler, outfielder, Fresno
State men’s baseball team.

Remarks at the 2008 Bishop John T. Walker Memorial Dinner
November 12, 2008

Thank you, Frank, and thanks for this
great honor. I accept it gratefully, but it
ought to be offered to the American peo-
ple.

Laura and I are thrilled to be with you.
I am always a better man when my wife
is by my side.

I want to thank Jules Coles, the presi-
dent of Africare; Maria Walker, the widow
of Bishop John Walker. I was thinking com-
ing over, ‘‘Let’s see, I’m George Walker
Bush’’—[laughter]. I don’t know, what do
you think? [Laughter] Anyway, Madam—
Ms. Walker, thank you very much for join-
ing us.

I want to thank the members of the
Africare board of directors for this honor,
but more importantly, for the work you do
in Africa.

I thank my friend, Congressman Don
Payne, who’s one of the leading—[ap-
plause]—the leading authorities in the
United States Congress on African affairs.
I’m pleased members of my administration
have joined me and Laura here tonight.

Henrietta Fore, Administrator of USAID;
the head of the Millennium Challenge Cor-
poration, Ambassador John Danilovich; the
U.S. Malaria Coordinator, Rear Admiral
Tim Ziemer—thank you for coming, Admi-
ral.

I’m pleased to be here with Lloyd Pier-
son, President and CEO of African Devel-
opment Foundation; Ron Tschetter, Direc-
tor of the mighty Peace Corps.

Laura and I have the privilege of hosting
Bill Frist and his wife Karyn at the White
House tonight. Make sure you make your
bed, Senator, but we thank you for coming.

I want to thank members of the diplo-
matic corps. We are proud you are here
tonight.

I’m in pretty good company when it
comes to this Humanitarian Service Award.
Jules said, ‘‘Man, you’re hanging out with
some good folks.’’ Last year’s award winner
went to—recipient was President Ellen
Johnson Sirleaf of Liberia, a great woman.
Last year’s dinner speaker was, in fact, my
wife Laura. And frankly, knowing both
women, I am not sure which is a harder
act to follow.

I really am glad Laura is here because
our work in Africa—and I say our collective
work in Africa—is a labor of love for us.
Laura and I have been to Africa a lot.
She has worked in an effective way to help
promote education and health. Our girls
Barbara and Jenna have done a lot of work
to help promote dignity on the continent
of Africa, particularly with those folks living
with HIV/AID. I am proud of their work,
and I’m proud of the work of millions of
our fellow citizens. It is amazing to me
that when you go to Africa, the number
of Americans you meet who are living out
the universal call to love a neighbor like
you’d like to be loved yourself, who are
hearing that admonition that to whom
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much is given, much is required. Amer-
ica—[applause].

I appreciate those who support Africare.
I thank you for your work in caring for
orphans in Uganda or fighting polio in An-
gola or resettling refugees from Sudan. I
thank you for the work you do in 20 nations
on the continent of Africa. And in that
work, you are carrying out the vision of
the man we honor, Bishop John Walker.

When he was a young clergyman in the
sixties, he traveled to Uganda. He was wel-
comed in the homes of people who needed
his message of love. That experience con-
vinced Bishop Walker that Africa’s greatest
treasure is not its spectacular scenery or
natural resources, but it is the determined
spirit of its people.

Bishop Walker understood that disease
and poverty and injustice are great chal-
lenges. But he also knew that the people
of Africa have the talent and ambition and
resolve to overcome them. And frankly, that
has been the heart of our policy toward
Africa. We do not believe in paternalism,
we believe in partnership, because we be-
lieve in the potential of the people on the
continent of Africa.

I’ve had a lot of uplifting experiences
as the President. And one of the most up-
lifting experiences has been to witness a
new and more hopeful era dawning on the
continent. Over the past 8 years, it’s been
moving to watch courageous Africans root
out corruption and open up their econo-
mies and invest in the prosperity of their
people. The United States stands with these
leaders as partners and friends and allies
in hope through the work of the Millen-
nium Challenge Account.

On my trip to Africa this February, I
joined President Kikwete of Tanzania to
sign a 5-year, nearly $700 million Millen-
nium Challenge compact, which will help
build up Tanzania’s infrastructure. And as
part of this compact, Africare is helping
to extend electricity to homes and busi-
nesses in some of the most remote areas
of the country. My fellow citizens need to

hear what President Kikwete said. He said
that the Millennium Challenge program is
a ‘‘source of pride, making it possible for
the people of Tanzania to chart a brighter
future.’’

Notice he didn’t say, making it possible
for the American people to chart a brighter
future for Tanzania. He said, making it pos-
sible for the citizens of Tanzania to chart
their own future.

It is uplifting to see people freed from
hunger and thirst. And I’m proud of the
fact that the American people have sup-
ported programs to help feed tens of mil-
lions of people on the continent. And I
appreciate the work of people here in
Africare for helping on that work. Your or-
ganization has partnered with our govern-
ment to address the lack of clean and safe
drinking water. This is one of the greatest
challenges to development in African na-
tions, and through your efforts this evening,
you’re helping to overcome it.

On a way—one way our country is work-
ing with African governments is to provide
safe water through private-public partner-
ships, and one such innovative program is
called the PlayPumps Alliance. Mr. Dale
Jones of PlayPumps International is with
us today. You probably may not have heard
of PlayPumps Alliance—it’s kind of hard
for me to say. [Laughter] But here’s the
way it works: PlayPumps are children’s
merry-go-rounds attached to a water pump
and a storage tank, and so when the wheel
turns, clean water is produced. Laura and
Jenna helped to get one of these new
pumps moving during their visit to a Zam-
bian school. As the wheel spun, children
on the merry-go-round shouted and
laughed with joy. At the same time, they
helped to keep their friends in good health.

There are innovative ways to express the
compassion of the American people on the
continent of Africa. And I want to thank
PlayPumps International for being one of
the innovators.

On my trips to Africa, it has been uplift-
ing to see people fulfilling their God-given
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potential, thanks to a good education. The
African Education Initiative was mentioned,
but a part of that initiative is the fact that
we’ve trained 700,000 teachers, distributed
more than 10 million textbooks, and pro-
vided hundreds of thousands of scholarships
to help girls go to school.

In Liberia, I met a woman named
Deddeh Zaizay, who told me that her hus-
band had abandoned her and her three
children because she was illiterate. Deddeh
is learning to read. She proudly declared
in front of the President of Liberia that
she plans to go to college. And she has
set her sights high; she wants to be the
President of Liberia one day.

I do not see how you can have a hopeful
life if your mother and father is dying of
HIV/AIDS or your baby is dying needlessly
because of a mosquito bite. And so we
have taken a strong stand against deadly
disease. Through the malaria initiative,
we’ve partnered with African nations to
dramatically reduce infection rates and save
lives. Laura and I saw the good work of
the American people and the good work
of Africare at firsthand in Tanzania’s Meru
District Hospital. New mothers bring their
babies into the hospital; they have them
tested for malaria and HIV. Nurses dis-
tribute bed net vouchers, where mothers
can use to buy insecticide-treated bed nets.

Laura and I met the mothers. I cannot
tell you the expression of pride they had
on their face when they held their babies
up and said, ‘‘My baby is healthy.’’ Nothing
more hopeful than to see the joy on a
mother’s face, realizing that her baby has
escaped the scourge of the deadly disease
of malaria. I thank all those in this audience
and around our Nation who have helped
this malaria initiative become robust and
effective.

And then, of course, there’s the extraor-
dinary story—stories related to PEPFAR.
We launched the initiative in 2003; only
50,000 people in sub-Sahara Africa were
receiving antiretroviral treatment. Today, as
was mentioned, we support treatment for

nearly 1.7 million people in the region.
Africare is making vital contributions to this
effort. And with your help, people across
Africa now speak of a Lazarus effect: Com-
munities once given up for dead are being
brought back to life.

Laura and I have seen this miracle with
our own eyes. I’m sure many of you have
as well. She traveled to South Africa in
2005; Laura visited a PEPFAR-supported
clinic for HIV-positive pregnant women.
There she met Kunene Tantoh. When
Kunene first arrived at the clinic, she vir-
tually had no immune system left. But with
the treatment she received, Kunene sur-
vived. Not only did she survive, 2 years
later she was in the Rose Garden at the
White House. She brought with him—she
brought with her her son Baron. She want-
ed Laura and me to see an HIV-free baby.
Baron is a reminder of the many lives that
have been touched and saved by the com-
passion of the American people. And he
represents the bright and promising future
awaiting the folks in Africa.

In our visits to the continent, we have
been overwhelmed by the affection and
gratitude that the African people show to
the American people. Oh, a lot of people
are out there saying: ‘‘Why should I care
about Africa? What good does it do me,
Mr. President, for our Government to sup-
port Africa?’’ Well, I’ll tell you what good
it does. One, it is in our national security
interest that we defeat hopelessness. It is
in our economic interest that we help
economies grow. And it is in our moral
interest that when we find hunger and suf-
fering, the United States of America re-
sponds in a robust and effective way.

I thank Africare for being on the leading
edge of this transformative series of initia-
tives. I hope you feel as good about your
contribution as I feel as good about our
Government’s contribution to doing what’s
right. I’m honored to receive this award.
I am honored to be the President of the
most compassion, greatest nation on the
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face of the Earth. God bless you, and God
bless the people of America and Africa.

Thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:19 p.m. at
the Washington Hilton Hotel. In his remarks,

he referred to W. Frank Fountain, chairman,
Africare; former Sen. William H. Frist; and
Dale E. Jones, chief executive officer,
PlayPumps International.

Remarks to the United Nations High-Level Debate on Interfaith Dialogue
in New York City
November 13, 2008

Mr. Secretary-General, distinguished
guests, ladies and gentlemen: Laura and I
are pleased to be back here at the United
Nations, and I am grateful for the oppor-
tunity to once again address the General
Assembly.

I want to thank King Abdallah of Saudi
Arabia for his leadership and for convincing
us all to come together to speak about
faith. I appreciate the participants who rec-
ognize the transformative and uplifting
power of faith.

One of my core beliefs is there—that
there is an Almighty God and that every
man, woman, and child on the face of this
Earth bears His image. Many years ago,
faith changed my life. Faith has sustained
me through the challenges and the joys of
my Presidency, and faith will guide me for
the rest of my days.

I know many of the leaders gathered in
this assembly have been influenced by faith
as well. We may profess different creeds
and worship in different places, but our
faith leads us to common values. We be-
lieve God calls us to love our neighbors
and to treat one another with compassion
and respect. We believe God calls us to
honor the dignity of all life and to speak
against cruelty and injustice. We believe
God calls us to live in peace and to oppose
all those who use His name to justify vio-
lence and murder.

Freedom is God’s gift to every man,
woman, and child. And that freedom in-

cludes the right of all people to worship
as they see fit. Sixty years ago, members
of the United Nations General Assembly
acknowledged this truth when we adopted
the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights. The declaration proclaims that ev-
eryone has the right to choose or change
religions and the right to worship in private
or in public.

The United States strongly supported the
adoption of the Universal Declaration. In
fact, the American delegation was led by
a former First Lady, Eleanor Roosevelt.
When we voted for the Universal Declara-
tion, the American people reaffirmed a
conviction that dates back to our earliest
days. Our Nation was founded by people
seeking haven from religious persecution.
The first amendment of our Constitution
guarantees the free exercise of religion for
all. And through the generations, our Na-
tion has helped defend the religious liberty
of others, from liberating the concentration
camps of Europe to protecting Muslims in
places like Kosovo, Afghanistan, and Iraq.

Today, the United States is carrying on
that noble tradition by making religious lib-
erty a central element of our foreign policy.
We’ve established a Commission on the
International Religious Freedom to monitor
the state of religious liberty worldwide. We
strongly encourage nations to understand
that religious freedom is the foundation of
a healthy and hopeful society. We’re not
afraid to stand with religious dissidents and
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