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Provincial Reconstruction Teams are help-
ing rebuild war-torn communities and re-
vive local economies and restore basic gov-
ernment services. On the continent of Afri-
ca, millions are receiving lifesaving treat-
ment, thanks to America’s Emergency Plan
for AIDS Relief. And around the world,
countries that govern wisely and open up
their economy and invest in the health and
education of their people are receiving
strong support through Millennium Chal-
lenge grants.

And finally, we leave behind an unprece-
dented commitment to extending the reach
of liberty and democracy. Key organizations
devoted to supporting freedom enjoy
stronger government support than ever be-
fore. Official U.S. policy now requires our
diplomats to seek out and support dis-
sidents and democratic reformers in unfree
nations. And it is now the stated policy
of the United States to seek the end of
tyranny in all nations, for all time.

Until that day comes, the United States
will not rest in our fight against oppression
and terror. As President, I’ve had no higher
responsibility than waging this struggle for
the security and liberty of our people. After
9/11, I vowed that I would never forget
the wounds from that day, and I’m not.
That day defined my Presidency, and that
day changed the course of history. And
while we cannot know the path ahead, we
can be confident in the destination: a world
where the American people are safe and

children around the world grow up with
hope and peace.

We can be confident because freedom
is universal. I strongly believe there’s an
Almighty, and a gift of that Almighty to
every man, woman, and child on the face
of the Earth is freedom. We can be con-
fident because we’re blessed with men and
women who willingly put the welfare of
their nation before themselves. As long as
we have defenders of such character and
courage, our Nation will always be in good
hands and the future will always be bright.

So I thank you for inviting me today.
I thank you for having given me the honor
of a lifetime to serve as your Commander
in Chief. God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:58 p.m. In
his remarks, he referred to Maj. Gen. Robert
M. Williams, USA, commandant, U.S. Army
War College, who introduced the President;
and Command Sgt. Maj. Jose M. Powell,
USA, U.S. Army War College; Gen. H. Nor-
man Schwarzkopf, Jr., USA (Ret.), former
commander, and Gen. Tommy R. Franks,
USA (Ret.), former commander, U.S. Cen-
tral Command; Gen. Raymond T. Odierno,
USA, commanding general, Multi-National
Force—Iraq; Usama bin Laden, leader of the
Al Qaida terrorist organization; and President
Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan. The Office of
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish
language transcript of these remarks.

Remarks at a Reception Honoring the United States-Afghan Women’s
Council
December 18, 2008

Well, thank you for inviting me. [Laugh-
ter] A couple of things: One, Jack, thanks
very much for lending the prestige of
Georgetown to advance a noble cause that
I agree is in our Nation’s national security
interests and our moral interests, and that

is the empowerment of women in Afghani-
stan.

Ambassador, thank you for coming; thank
you for working with our Government.

And I’m so proud of Laura. She could
have come in and said, ‘‘Oh, why did you
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drag me into this?’’ [Laughter] But instead
chose to use her position to take on some
important causes. And the advancement of
women’s rights in Afghanistan or freedom
in Burma are noble causes that are essen-
tial to the peace of the world. And so I
thank you for your leadership on this.

I just came back from Afghanistan, Am-
bassador, and I told the people there that
the United States will not forget them, that
it’s essential that the people in Afghanistan
realize that even though the Presidents
have changed, our commitment to Afghani-
stan remains very strong at the govern-
mental level, as well as in the private sec-
tor. And I am confident that the Afghan
Women’s Council sends that same signal
that you can take a risk for peace and free-
dom, that your courage won’t be really iso-
lated in the face of thugs who can’t stand
the idea of women having freedom.

And so I take great heart in knowing
that the Afghan Women’s Council will sur-
vive beyond our time. Having said that,
I can assure you that Laura is going to

be involved, and so will I if she lets me.
[Laughter]

Anyway, I’m off to give a little talk here,
but I did want to come by and thank you
all very much. I thank you for representing
the best of America, and I thank you for
recognizing that sometimes hard things re-
quire a lot of effort. It is really hard to
go from tyranny to freedom. But it’s going
to happen. It is inevitable, because freedom
is universal.

And so I’m glad to come by, and thanks
for letting me butt in.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:15 a.m. in
the Yellow Oval Room at the White House.
In his remarks, he referred to John J.
DeGioia, president, Georgetown University;
and Afghanistan’s Ambassador to the U.S.
Said Tayeb Jawad. The transcript released by
the Office of the Press Secretary also in-
cluded remarks by the First Lady, Ambas-
sador Jawad, and Dr. DeGioia. A tape was
not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Remarks to the American Enterprise Institute and a Question-and-Answer
Session
December 18, 2008

Christopher DeMuth. Mr. President,
what’s on your mind this morning?

The President. First, thanking you for
being the leader that you’ve been, and
thanking AEI for generating good thought.
People in the public arena need to have
support for philosophy, and that’s what you
provide. So I appreciate all your hard work.

I thought I’d share some thoughts about
the Presidency; you could call it ‘‘reflections
on a—by a guy who’s headed out of town.’’
[Laughter] And then I’d be glad to answer
questions—and foreign policy, if you want
to.

First, I have found that—and by the way,
every President is going to conduct their

own way of doing business there in the
White House. So mine is just mine. I have
found that in order to have good decision-
making and a White House that functions
well, that the President needs to articulate
a set of principles from which he will not
defer. In other words, a set of principles
that are inviolate, such as the universality
of freedom. That’s part of my foreign pol-
icy. A cornerstone of my foreign policy is
my firm belief that freedom is universal.
And freedom applies to Methodists and
Muslims, men and women.

I’ve just come from an Afghan Women’s
Council that Laura was hosting. I believe
that Afghan women have a right to be free
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