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July 4 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008

Statement on the Death of Senator Jesse Helms
July 4, 2008

Laura and I are deeply saddened by the
passing of our good friend and a great
American, Senator Jesse Helms. Our
thoughts and prayers are with his wife Dot
and all the members of the Helms family.

Throughout his long public career, Sen-
ator Jesse Helms was a tireless advocate
for the people of North Carolina, a stalwart
defender of limited government and free
enterprise, a fearless defender of a culture
of life, and an unwavering champion of
those struggling for liberty. Under his lead-
ership, the Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee was a powerful force for freedom.
And today, from Central America to Cen-
tral Europe and beyond, people remember,

in the dark days when the forces of tyranny
seemed on the rise, Jesse Helms took their
side.

Jesse Helms was a kind, decent, and
humble man and a passionate defender of
what he called ‘‘the miracle of America.’’
So it is fitting that this great patriot left
us on the Fourth of July. He was once
asked if he had any ambitions beyond the
United States Senate. He replied, ‘‘The
only thing I am running for is the Kingdom
of Heaven.’’ Today Jesse Helms has fin-
ished the race, and we pray he finds com-
fort in the arms of the loving God he strove
to serve throughout his life.

The President’s Radio Address
July 5, 2008

Good morning. This weekend, Americans
are celebrating the anniversary of our Na-
tion’s independence. Two hundred and
thirty-two years ago, our Founding Fathers
came together in Philadelphia to proclaim
that all men are created equal and that
they are endowed by their Creator with
unalienable rights to life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness.

The man who wrote those immortal
words was Thomas Jefferson. Yesterday I
celebrated the Fourth of July at Monticello,
Jefferson’s home in Virginia. While there,
I witnessed an event that would have made
the author of the Declaration of Independ-
ence proud. On Monticello’s lawn, more
than 70 men and women from dozens of
countries raised their right hands to take
the oath of American citizenship. They
swore their allegiance to the Constitution.
They promised that they would defend the
laws of the United States. And they re-

minded everyone in attendance that the
promise of America is open to all.

These new citizens come from countries
as diverse as Burma, Afghanistan, Norway,
and Iraq. These new citizens are proof that
there is no American race, just an Amer-
ican creed. In the United States, we believe
in the rights and dignity of every person,
we believe in equal justice, limited govern-
ment, and the rule of law, and we believe
in personal responsibility and tolerance to-
wards others. This creed of freedom and
equality has lifted the lives of millions of
Americans, whether citizens by birth or citi-
zens by choice.

This creed of freedom has required brave
defenders, and every generation of Ameri-
cans has produced them. From the soldiers
who fought for independence at Bunker
Hill and Yorktown to the Americans who
broke the chains of slavery, liberated Eu-
rope and Asia from tyranny, and brought
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