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has worked hard and wants to be able to pur-
chase that first home. They’re business owners
like Alan Givens, who wants his company to sus-
tain itself through bad times as well as the good.
And I was encouraged to hear that Alan’s busi-
ness is going strong on a whole bunch of clean
energy measures that he’s helping to promote
in his area.

For too long, we’ve seen taxes used as a
wedge to scare people into supporting policies
that actually increased the burden on working
people instead of helping them live their
dreams. That has to change, and that’s the work
that we’ve begun. We’ve passed tax cuts that
will help our economy grow. We’ve made a
clear promise that families that earn less than
$250,000 a year will not see their taxes increase
by a single dime. And we have kept to those
promises that were made during the campaign.
We’ve given tax relief to the Americans who
need it and the workers who have earned it.

And we’re helping more Americans move to-
wards their American Dream by going to
school, owning a home, keeping their business,
and raising their family.

So on this April 15th, we’re reminded of the
enormous responsibility that comes with han-
dling peoples’ tax dollars. And we’re renewing
our commitment to a simpler Tax Code that re-
wards work and the pursuit of the American
Dream. And I just again want to personally
thank all of the families and folks who join me
here today, because they inspire me to do what
I do every single day.

All right, thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:02 p.m. in
Room 350 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Exec-
utive Office Building. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Paul A. Volcker, Chairman, Presi-
dent’s Economic Recovery Advisory Board.

Interview With Juan Carlos Lopez of CNN En Espanol
April 15, 2009

The President’s Visit to Mexico/Mexico-U.S. Re-
lations/Border Security

Mr. Lopez. You’re going to Mexico. It’s your
first trip to Latin America, and the White
House already announced that the Mexican car-
tels are being included in the Kingpin Act.
What does this mean, and what message are you
bringing to Mexico?

The President. Well, first of all, the reason
we’re going to Mexico is because it is our neigh-
bor, it is one of our largest trading partners, and
it’s a country that has enormous ties to the Unit-
ed States. And so it was very important for me
to send a message that we are going to continue
to partner with Mexico to accomplish common
goals of lifting up people’s incomes and growing
economic opportunity on both sides of the bor-
ders. And I think that President Calderon has
done an outstanding and heroic job in dealing
with what is a big problem right now along the
borders with the drug cartels.

The Kingpin law allows us to go after the fi-
nances, the financial underpinnings of the car-
tels in a much more aggressive and much more

effective way. And so that’s just part of a broad-
er strategy in which the United States and Mex-
ico will be partnering. We are putting more re-
sources on the border. We are providing addi-
tional surveillance equipment. We are going to
be dealing not only with drug interdiction com-
ing north, but also working on helping to curb
the flow of cash and guns going south.

And so there’s a true partnership that’s devel-
oping. And I want to make sure that the people
of Mexico understand that we are going to do
everything we can on our end to promote more
security and more peace and more prosperity in
the region.

Latin America-U.S. Drug Control Cooperation

Mr. Lopez. One of the issues that is discussed
in Mexico is that that Government spends be-
tween $7 billion and $8 billion in their war on
drugs, while the U.S. destined $1.4 billion for
the Merida Initiative that includes Central
America and is spread out through several
years. It’s not seen as equitable.



Apr. 16 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2009

492

The President. Well, first of all I think it’s
important to recognize that my budget has ac-
tually sought to increase by about 50 percent
the amount of money that we’re spending. We
are already moving forward on, for example,
Black Hawk helicopters to be sent to Mexico
to help in the fight against the drug cartels.

So I want to put as much additional resourc-
es as we can into this effort. I think Mexico has
been very serious about dealing with the prob-
lem. There are a number of Central American
countries who are going to need our assistance
as well. And my commitment is to make sure
that the United States, working in a multilater-
al fashion with all the countries in the region,
are finally putting an end to the power and the
strength of these drug cartels.

Immigration Reform/DHS Assistant Secretary
for International Affairs and Special Represen-
tative for Border Affairs (Border Czar)

Mr. Lopez. Will immigration reform be part
of this whole process? And also, you’ve named
a border czar. Was this consulted with Mexico,
and what is he going to do?

The President. Well, the goal of the border
czar is to help coordinate all the various agen-
cies that fall under the Department of Home-
land Security and—so that we are confident
that the border patrols are working effectively
with ICE, working effectively with our law en-
forcement agencies. So he’s really a coordina-
tor that can be directly responsible to Secre-
tary Napolitano and, ultimately, directly ac-
countable to me.

There has been a lot of interaction between
Mexican officials and officials on our side of
the border. And, you know, Janet Napolitano
has already been there. She and John Bren-
nan, who is part of my national security team,
are currently there. We’re going to continue to
coordinate effectively.

Now, immigration reform has to be part of a
broader strategy to deal with our border is-
sues, and as I’ve said repeatedly, I am a strong
proponent of comprehensive immigration re-
form. I’ve already met with the Congressional
Hispanic Caucus and committed to working
with them to try to shape an agenda that can
move through Congress. And this is something

that I think is important not just because of the
drug cartel issue; it’s important because of the
human costs of a ongoing flow of illegal immi-
grants into this country. It’s something that we
need to solve.

Cuba

Mr. Lopez. You’re going to Trinidad and
Tobago. Most of these countries, it’s the first
time you meet with the leaders. They’ve
been—they want to bring Cuba up as an issue.
You’ve lifted restrictions on Cuban Americans.
How is this issue going to play out?

The President. Well, you know, I have no
problem with them bringing up Cuba as an is-
sue. I think I’ve been very clear about my posi-
tion on Cuba. What I’ve said is, is that we
should loosen up restrictions on travel and re-
mittances. We have now acted on that. We al-
so believe that Cuba can potentially be a criti-
cal part of regional growth in the region.

But Cuba has to take some steps, send some
signals that when it comes to human rights,
when it comes to political rights, when it
comes to the ability of Cubans to travel, that
there is some signs that we’re moving away
from what has been a set of policies that have
really hampered Cuba’s ability to grow.

I mean, I think—think about the irony, the
fact that, you know, on the one hand we’re
loosening up travel restrictions, and yet there
are a lot of Cubans who can’t leave Cuba.
That, I think, is an example of the kinds of
changes that we hope we can promote over
time. And I think that our partners in Central
and South America can be very important in
helping to move away from the past and into
the future.

Latin American Systems of Government

Mr. Lopez. There’s a movement in Latin
America. Countries are resorting to democrat-
ic measures to change the constitution so that
the current leaders can stay in office. It hap-
pened in Venezuela, Bolivia, Ecuador, and it’s
also happening in Colombia. It’s an internal
matter, but how do you feel about those Presi-
dents wanting to stay on, and will you bring it
up at the summit?
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The President. Well, you know, I think it’s
important for the United States not to tell other
countries how to, you know, structure their
democratic practices and what should be con-
tained in their constitution. All I can say is that
one of the strengths of the United States Gov-
ernment and our democracy, the reason it’s
been stable, is I think people have a sense that
through constitutional means they can replace
people who are in power who may not be meet-
ing the interests of their populations.

If I’m not doing a good job, ultimately, in
some way I’m accountable because of elections.
But I’m also accountable in the sense that at
most I’ve got 8 years and there’s going to be
some turnover. So that’s been a strength of our
system. And ultimately, it’s up to the people of
those countries to make a decision about how
they want to structure their affairs.

Meeting Latin American Leaders/Latin Ameri-
ca-U.S. Relations

Mr. Lopez. Now, more than the issues at the
summit, a lot of people are focused on how you
will interact with other leaders, for example,
how you will face Hugo Chavez. Have you
thought about that? Is it going to be any differ-
ent than any other President?

The President. No, look, he’s the leader of his
country, and we’ll—he’ll be one of many people
that I will have the opportunity to meet. And
the whole message that we’ve tried to send
throughout my campaign, throughout my re-
cent travels overseas, at the G–20 for example,
has been that the United States, I think, has a
leadership role to play in dealing with many of
the big problems that we face.

But we also recognize that other countries
have important contributions and insights. We
want to listen and learn, as well as talk. And that
approach, I think, of mutual respect and finding
common interests is one that ultimately will
serve everybody.

Cuba

Mr. Lopez. Fidel Castro reacted to your lift-
ing of sanctions, saying it was a positive move,
but that he expected the lifting of the embargo.

And he said that Cuba won’t beg, but that’s
what eventually they expect from the U.S.

The President. Well, I don’t expect Cuba to
beg. Nobody is asking for anybody to beg. What
we’re looking for is some signal that there are
going to be changes in how Cuba operates that
assures that political prisoners are released, that
people can speak their minds freely, that they
can travel, that they can write and attend
church, and do the things that people through-
out the hemisphere can do and take for granted.
And if there’s some sense of movement on
those fronts in Cuba, then I think that we can
see a further thawing of relations and further
changes.

But we took an important first step. I think
it’s a signal of our good faith that we want to
move beyond the cold war mentality that has
existed over the last 50 years. And hopefully,
we’ll see some signs that Cuba wants to recipro-
cate.

U.S. National Security/Spaniards in U.S. Custo-
dy

Mr. Lopez. Spanish judge Baltasar Garzon is
considering a lawsuit filed by attorneys repre-
senting six Spaniards who were at one point
held at Guantanamo. And that lawsuit wants to
go after President Bush’s legal team. What is
your reaction to that?

The President. Well, you know, obviously,
I’ve been very clear that Guantanamo is to be
closed, that some of the practices of enhanced
interrogation techniques, I think, ran counter to
American values and American traditions. So
I’ve put an end to these policies.

I’m a strong believer that it’s important to
look forward and not backwards and to remind
ourselves that we do have very real security
threats out there.

So I have not had direct conversations with
the Spanish Government about these issues.
My team has been in communications with
them. I think that we are moving a process for-
ward here in the United States to understand
what happened, but also to focus on how we
make sure that the manner in which we operate
currently is consistent with our values and our
traditions.
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And so my sense is, is that this will be
worked out over time.

Latin America-U.S. Relations/U.S. Foreign
Policy in Latin America

Mr. Lopez. There is a sense of mistrust in
the region towards the U.S. You inherit-
ed—you said you inherited the economic cri-
sis. Did you inherit this from previous admin-
istrations? And how are you going to convince
Latin Americans that the U.S. is sincere and
that you really want to——

The President. Well, you know, I don’t want
to overstate the degree of anti-American senti-
ment. I mean, I think that these things go in
ups and downs. But there are an awful lot of
people in Latin America who are inspired by
traditions of equal opportunity and entrepre-
neurship. And there’s a reason why there are
consistently so many immigrants to our coun-
try from Latin America. I think people still see
America as a place full of hope.

But what is also true is there has always
been a tradition of concern that the United
States has been heavy-handed when it comes
to foreign policy in Latin America. And that’s
not something that just arose during the Bush
administration. That’s something that dates
back to the Monroe Doctrine and a long histo-
ry of U.S. involvement in Latin America.

So the important thing—the important
message I think I have to send is that we live in
the 21st century now. Times have changed. A
country like Brazil is a economic powerhouse
and is a big player on the world stage. My rela-
tionship with President Lula is one of two
leaders who both have big countries, that
we’re trying to solve problems and create op-
portunities for our people, and we should be

partners. There’s no senior partner or junior
partner.

When I sit down with President Calder-
on—you know, he’s a very capable person, and
Mexico is very important to the United States
just as the United States is important to Mexi-
co. And so we have this interdependence.

And if we have an attitude of partnership,
then—there are going to be times where
countries disagree, but that’s not just true be-
tween the United States and Latin American
countries, between Latin American countries
there are disagreements. That’s the nature of
foreign policy. But I think that we can put our
foreign policy on a solid footing so that moving
forward it’s constructive, and ultimately, we’re
making lives better for ordinary people in all
countries.

Mr. Lopez. Muchas gracias.
The President. De nada.

NOTE: The interview was taped at 1:54 p.m. in
the Library at the White House. In his re-
marks, the President referred to President Fe-
lipe de Jesus Calderon Hinojosa of Mexico; Ja-
net A. Napolitano, Secretary, and Alan Bersin,
Assistant Secretary for International Affairs
and Special Representative for Border Affairs,
Department of Homeland Security; Assistant
to the President for Homeland Security and
Counterterrorism John O. Brennan; and Presi-
dent Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva of Brazil. Mr.
Lopez referred to President Hugo Chavez
Frias of Venezuela; former President Fidel
Castro Ruz of Cuba; and Judge-Magistrate
Baltasar Garzon Real of the National Court of
Spain. The transcript was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on April 16. Por-
tions of this interview could not be verified be-
cause the audio was incomplete.

Remarks on Transportation Infrastructure
April 16, 2009

Thank you very much. That is a wonderful
reception, and I want to, in addition to Ray La-
Hood and Joe Biden, Rahm Emanuel, all of
who have worked on this extensively, I also

want to acknowledge Jim Oberstar and Rob
Andrews, two of our finest Members of Con-
gress, both people who understand that invest-
ing in our infrastructure, investing in our
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