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critical that we join together around issues that
can’t be solved by any one nation, issues like
climate change, issues like poverty, issues like
terrorism. These are issues in which the Unit-
ed States and Mexico will have to stand side by
side in order to promote common security and
common prosperity.

So it is wonderfully fitting to see the chil-
dren of Mexico, as well as, I suspect, a few
children of the United States here together,
waving flags of both countries, because we are
reminded—[applause]—because we are re-
minded that, ultimately, the reason that we
serve in government, ultimately, the reason
that bilateral relationships like this are so im-
portant, is because it allows us to promote a
better future for our children.

That’s what we’re fighting for, for their
dreams, for their opportunities, for their fu-
tures. And I’m very much looking forward to
developing the kind of relationship between
Mexico and the United States that will allow
all the children here, and all the children in
both countries, to thrive for years to come.

So thank you very much, Mr. President,
Madam First Lady, and to all of you, for wel-
coming me in such a gracious way. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:30 p.m. at Los
Pinos. In his remarks, he referred to President
Felipe de Jesus Calderon Hinojosa of Mexico
and his wife Margarita Esther Zavala Gomez
del Campo.

The President’s News Conference With President Felipe de Jesus Calderon
Hinojosa of Mexico in Mexico City
April 16, 2009 

President Calderon. Ladies and gentlemen
of the press, of the media, I would like to give
the warmest welcome to Mexico, to President
Barack Obama, and to the delegation accom-
panying him. This is an historic event that will
inaugurate a new era, a new relationship be-
tween our two countries.

Today in the meetings that we have held,
we have confirmed the determination of both
Governments to consolidate the very, very
close contacts and links that join and bring to-
gether Mexico and the United States. We have
new projects in important affairs, such as secu-
rity, migration, competitiveness, and global af-
fairs. As never before, we have decided that
the fight against multinational organized crime
must be based on cooperation, shared respon-
sibility, and in trust, a mutual trust.

Both Governments recognize that the Meri-
da Initiative is a very good starting point in or-
der to strengthen cooperation in security. But
we want to go beyond; we want to go further in
order to liberate, to free our societies from the
criminal activities that affect the lives of mil-
lions of people.

We have also agreed to expedite the times
so that we can have available the resources for

this Merida Initiative. And we have also decid-
ed to launch other activities that are in the
hands of our Governments. For example, we
can adopt new measures for preventing illicit
flows at the border, particularly the flow of
weapons and of cash. We will also be strength-
ening our cooperation in information and in-
telligence in order to more efficiently fight
against money laundering.

On the other hand, we have also agreed that
both Governments should produce a—propo-
sitions—proposals for our cooperation so that
we can eventually have reform in the United
States with full respect to the sovereign deci-
sions of both Congresses—of both nations,
that is. Our Governments will work in this
sense to make migration an orderly, respectful
process of human rights, a process in which
human rights will be respected.

In energy and climate change, we have
agreed to work together in order to guarantee
a legal framework of certainty, transparency
for the future, better use of cross-border re-
sources such as gas and energy. And I have
given to President Obama concrete proposals
on climate change. One of them has to do with
the integration of a bilateral market of carbon
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emissions, which coincides a lot with proposals
that he has made to the U.S. audience, and oth-
er cooperation—ways of cooperation in climate
change, such as something that Mexico has pro-
posed called the Green Fund. 

We have also said that in addition to discuss-
ing our goals for carbon emissions that are
linked in the fight against climate change glob-
ally, we must also act very soon in the design of
new instruments, of new tools in order to fight
against climate change. That is really the central
proposal of the Green Fund.

And in a gesture of recognition, of acknowl-
edgment on this topic, we know that President
Obama and his Government have made consid-
erable efforts to provide new arguments to the
discussion of this topic. We would also like to
thank—to welcome the possibility that Mexico
might be the seat of the 16th U.N. conference
on climate change that will be taking place in
2010. 

We have recognized and acknowledged, la-
dies and gentlemen, that Mexico and the Unit-
ed States do not have to compete among them-
selves, but rather they must be able to take ad-
vantage of the complementary nature of their
economies in order to compete as partners with
regard to other parts of the world. We have the
chance to make our region more competitive
and to have greater, more agile production. 

And we will be working in three areas. First,
in the strengthening of the border infrastruc-
ture, I have also given to President Obama a
proposal to facilitate the economic flows be-
tween both countries to improve the quality of
life of the residents in the border areas and to
foster the development of our two nations
through very specific projects with—on infra-
structure at the Mexican-U.S. border. Secondly,
we believe it is essential to increase our cooper-
ation and customs so that we can have a more
efficient trade. And thirdly, we have also pro-
posed to improve our cooperation in regulatory
matters regarding tariffs or nontariffs issues that
very often make difficult our trade between two
countries. 

We have agreed with President Obama that
we seek agreements to truly improve the eco-
nomic situation not only of the United States,
but of the entire region and the world. We have

stated our cooperation to strengthen the de-
mocracy of the market and of regional security. 

In relation to President Obama’s recent secu-
rity to lift the restrictions for people from the
U.S. to travel to Cuba and to be able to send re-
mittances, Mexico acknowledges that this is a
very constructive, positive step for the hemi-
spheric relations, particularly for the region.

And finally, my friends, ladies and gentle-
men, I want to tell you that I am absolutely con-
vinced that President Obama’s visit is just an
initial step, the beginning of a relationship be-
tween two countries that are friends, neighbors,
and must also be partners and allies. 

Thank you so much. Thank you so much,
President Obama, for your visit. 

President Obama. I want to begin by thank-
ing the people of Mexico for their gracious wel-
come. And I want to thank President Calderon
for the hospitality he has shown us as host. 

You know, this is my first trip to Mexico as
President, and I see this visit, as I know Presi-
dent Calderon does, as an opportunity to launch
a new era of cooperation and partnership be-
tween our two countries, an era built on an even
firmer foundation of mutual responsibility and
mutual respect and mutual interest. We had a
productive and wide-ranging conversation, and
I think we have taken some very important
steps down that path.

It’s difficult to overstate the depth of the ties
between our two nations or the extraordinary
importance of our relationship. It’s obviously a
simple fact of geography that we share a border,
and we’ve always been bound together because
of that geography. But it’s not just that shared
border that links us together. It’s not only geog-
raphy, but it’s also culture, it’s also the migra-
tion patterns that have taken place that have be-
come so important.

Our deep economic ties mean that whenev-
er—whatever steps that we’re going to take
moving forward have to be taken together. And
that’s why we worked hard, hand in hand, at the
G–20 summit. And that’s what we will continue
to do at the Summit of the Americas and be-
yond so that we can jump-start job creation,
promote free and fair trade, and develop a coor-
dinated response to this economic crisis.
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We also discussed our shared interest in
meeting an immigration challenge that has se-
rious implications for both the United States
and for Mexico. My country has been greatly
enriched by migration from Mexico. Mexican
Americans form a critical and enduring link
between our nations. And I am committed to
fixing our broken immigration system in a way
that upholds our traditions as a nation of laws,
but also as a nation of immigrants. And I’m
committed to working with President Calder-
on to promote the kind of bottom-up econom-
ic growth here in Mexico that will allow people
to live out their dreams here and, as a conse-
quence, will relieve some of the pressures that
we’ve seen along the borders. 

We also discussed what our nations can do
to help bring a clean energy future to both
countries. This is a priority for the United
States. I know it’s a priority for President
Calderon. And I want to commend him for the
work that he’s already made in cutting green-
house gas emissions, the commitment that he’s
made even though Mexico is not required to
do so under the Kyoto Protocol. And together,
we’re establishing a new bilateral framework
on clean energy and climate change that will
focus on creating green jobs, promoting re-
newable energy, and enhancing energy effi-
ciency. I look forward to strengthening our
partnership in the upcoming Major Econo-
mies Forum on Energy and Climate and in
next year’s U.N. climate negotiations, which I
hope will be held here in Mexico.

Now, as essential as it is that we work to-
gether to overcome each of these common
challenges, there’s one particular area that re-
quires our urgent and coordinated action, and
that is the battle that’s taking place with re-
spect to the drug cartels that are fueling kid-
napings and sowing chaos in our communities
and robbing so many of a future, both here in
Mexico and in the United States. 

I have said this before; I will repeat it: I
have the greatest admiration and courage for
President Calderon and his entire cabinet, his
rank-and-file police officers and soldiers as
they take on these cartels. I commend Mexico
for the successes that have already been
achieved. But I will not pretend that this is

Mexico’s responsibility alone. A demand for
these drugs in the United States is what is
helping to keep these cartels in business. This
war is being waged with guns purchased not
here, but in the United States. More than 90
percent of the guns recovered in Mexico come
from the United States, many from gun shops
that line our shared border.

So we have responsibilities as well. We have
to do our part. We have to crack down on drug
use in our cities and towns. We have to stem
the southbound flow of guns and cash. And we
are absolutely committed to working in a part-
nership with Mexico to make sure that we are
dealing with this scourge on both sides of the
border.

And that’s why we’re ramping up the num-
ber of law enforcement personnel on our bor-
der. That’s why, for the first time, we are in-
specting trains leaving our country, not just
those entering it. That’s why our Department
of Homeland Security is making up to $59 mil-
lion available to defend our common border
from this threat to both of our countries. 

Now, as we discussed in our meeting, de-
stroying and disrupting the cartels will require
more than aggressive efforts from each of our
nations. And that’s why the United States is
taking the following steps: We’ve begun to ac-
celerate efforts to implement the Merida Ini-
tiative so we can provide Mexico with the mili-
tary aircraft and inspection equipment they
need when they need it. 

Yesterday I designated three cartels as
significant foreign narcotics drug traffickers
under U.S. law, clearing the way for our
Treasury Department, working together with
Mexico, to freeze their assets and subject them
to sanctions. My National Homeland Security
Adviser, who is here, General Jim Jones, as
well as my Homeland Security Secretary,
Janet Napolitano, and my top adviser on
homeland security and counterterrorism, John
Brennan, are all meeting with their Mexican
counterparts to develop new ways to
cooperate and coordinate their efforts more
effectively. In addition, as President Calderon
and I discussed, I am urging the Senate in the
United States to ratify an inter-American
treaty known as CIFTA to curb small-arms



Administration of Barack Obama, 2009 / Apr. 16

501

trafficking that is a source of so many of the
weapons used in this drug war.

Now, there are some of the common chal-
lenges that President Calderon and I discussed
in our meeting and that we’re going to be work-
ing on to overcome in the months and years
ahead. It will not be easy, but I am confident
that if we continue to act as we have today, in a
spirit of mutual responsibility and friendship,
we will prevail on behalf of our common securi-
ty and our common prosperity. So I think that
this is building on previous meetings that we’ve
had. In each interaction, the bond between our
Governments is growing stronger. I am confi-
dent that we’re going to make tremendous
progress in the future. Thank you.

Assault Weapons Ban/Border Security

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Thank you, Mr.
President, as well. President Obama, as a candi-
date for your office, you said that you wanted to
see the assault ban weapon—the ban on assault
weapons reinstated. Your Attorney General has
spoken in favor of this. Mexican officials have
also spoken in favor of it. But we haven’t heard
you say that since you took office. Do you plan
to keep your promise? And if not, how do you
explain that to the American people?

President Obama. Oh——
Q. And, President Calderon—I’m sorry—if I

may, would you like to see this ban reinstated?
And have you raised that today with President
Obama? Thank you.

President Obama. Well, first of all, we did
discuss this extensively in our meetings. I have
not backed off at all from my belief that the
gun—the assault weapons ban made sense. And
I continue to believe that we can respect and
honor the second amendment rights in our
Constitution, the rights of sportsmen and hunt-
ers and homeowners who want to keep their
families safe to lawfully bear arms, while deal-
ing with assault weapons that, as we now know,
here in Mexico, are helping to fuel extraordi-
nary violence—violence in our own country as
well.

Now, having said that, I think none of us are
under any illusion that reinstating that ban
would be easy. And so what we’ve focused on is
how we can improve our enforcement of exist-

ing laws, because even under current law, traf-
ficking illegal firearms, sending them across a
border, is illegal. That’s something that we can
stop. 

And so our focus is to work with Secretary
Napolitano, Attorney General Holder, our en-
tire Homeland Security team, ATF, border se-
curity, everybody who is involved in this, to co-
ordinate with our counterparts in Mexico to sig-
nificantly ramp up our enforcement of existing
laws. And in fact, I’ve asked Eric Holder to do a
complete review of how our enforcement oper-
ations are currently working and make sure that
we’re cutting down on the loopholes that are re-
sulting in some of these drug trafficking prob-
lems.

Last point I would make is that there are go-
ing to be some opportunities where I think we
can build some strong consensus. I’ll give you
one example, and that is the issue of gun trac-
ing. The tracing of bullets and ballistics and gun
information that have been used in major
crimes, that’s information that we are still not
giving to law enforcement as a consequence of
provisions that have been blocked in the United
States Congress, and those are the areas where
I think that we can make some significant prog-
ress early. That doesn’t mean that we’re steer-
ing away from the issue of the assault guns ban,
but it does mean that we want to act with ur-
gency, promptly, now. And I think we can make
significant progress.

President Calderon. Thank you for your
question. I want to say that, in effect, on this
topic—not only on this topic, but on many of
the other thorny topics of relations between
U.S. and Mexico, we have had an open, frank,
trusting conversation between President
Obama and myself. We have spoken of assault
weapons. He is well aware of our problems, and
we have described it as it is.

From the moment that the prohibition
of—on the sale of assault weapons a few years
ago, we have seen an increase in the power of
organized crime in Mexico. Only in my adminis-
tration, in the 2 years and 4 months, we have
been able to see—or rather we have seized
more than 16,000 assault weapons. And in the
efforts we have made to track their origin—and
President Obama has referred to that—we have
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seen that nearly 90 percent of those arms
comes from the United States—those weap-
ons come from the United States. There are
about 10,000 sales points in the U.S.-Mexico
border—only at the border.

On the other hand, I do believe that our re-
lationship—the new era we must build in our
relationship between Mexico and the United
States must be one with trust and respect. And
we definitely respect the decision of the U.S.
Congress and of the U.S. people in this regard,
because they are very well aware of President
Obama and his Government’s willingness to
move forward on these issues.

We know that it is a politically delicate topic
because Americans truly appreciate their con-
stitutional rights, and particularly those that
are part of the second amendment. I personal-
ly believe that as long as we are able to explain
clearly what our problems in Mexico are, then
we might also be able to seek a solution
that—respecting the constitutional rights of
the Americans, at the same time, will pre-
vent—or rather avoid that organized crime be-
comes better armed in our country. But we
have to work on it. We have to work on it. But
we fully respect the opinion of the U.S. Con-
gress, and we know that there’s a great deal of
sensitivity regarding this topic.

But there are many, many things that we
can definitely move forward in. For example,
in armament, it is not only a matter of seeing
whether we can change the legislation on as-
sault weapons—we have already said what our
position is—but we might also be able to see
whether they can apply existing legislation in
Mexico and the United States on armament.
For example, in Mexico it’s a matter of en-
forcement with the Export Control Act. For
example, the Export Control Act—this is in
the United States; I’m sorry—prohibits the ex-
port of weapons to those countries where
those weapons are prohibited. And that is the
case of Mexico. If we actually comply with the
U.S. law—or rather if everybody complies
with the U.S. law that prohibits the sale of
these weapons and their export to Mexico, we
can move a great deal forward. 

President Obama has made recent decisions
in the last few weeks, and we value them and

appreciate them, for example, to reinforce the
operational capability of U.S. border agencies
in order to comply with this legislation and
with other laws, in order to review the flows of
entry not only into the United States, but also
the outgoing flows, outgoing from the U.S., to
make sure that there is no illicit money, in
strict compliance with United States legisla-
tion. I think these are very important steps.

But there is a problem, and only as long as
we build on this trust and we clearly explain to
citizens of both countries how we must find a
solution, we will be able to achieve one. We do
so respectfully, presenting our position, know-
ing full well how the U.S. people feel about
this and being fully respectful of the sovereign
decisions that the United States might make or
that any other country might make.

One more thing I forgot to mention: One
other thing we can do is to track the weapons
that we have in Mexico. If we manage to de-
tect weapons sold illegally in the United States
in violation of this law on the control of weap-
ons exports, or if, in the United States, they
can have—probably move forward on a good
registry of armament or on the prohibition of
certain massive sales of weapons, for example,
to a hunter or to a common citizen—we know
that these people do not usually buy hundreds
of rifles or assault weapons or of grenades—if
we can move forward in those areas, I do be-
lieve that security both of Mexico—both of the
United States and Mexico will improve, be-
cause those weapons are pointing against Mex-
ican people and Mexican officials today. 

But crime is not only acting in Mexico; it is
also acting in the United States. Organized
crime is acting in both countries. And I do
hope that those weapons that are sold today in
the United States and are being used in Mexi-
co, I hope the day will never come in which
they will also be used against the North Amer-
ican society or against U.S. officials, just like
they are now being used in Mexico.

Mexico-U.S. Relations and Drug Control Co-
operation

Q. Good afternoon, Presidents. You are go-
ing to share 4 years of an administration, and
there can be an in-depth change in this fight
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against organized crime in these 4 years. As of
today, how can we establish the concrete objec-
tives that in 2012 will allow us to say, fine, a new
era began between Mexico and the United
States back then?

Particularly I’m addressing this to you, Presi-
dent Obama. In addition to the chance that you
will invest your political capital in being able to
stop the flow of these weapons to Mexico, what
can we hope for? How—what can we expect to
see in terms of arresting the drug lords, the
kingpins in the U.S.? Because there are laws
against corruption, but this is enabling now; in
other words, the U.S. market is now the biggest
for drugs. And a former President of Mexico,
ex-President Fox, said that in the back they
have only gotten little pats in the back from his
predecessors. Can we hope for more from your
administration?

And to you, President Calderon, with this
new era, how can you measure the detention,
the arrest of drug lords in the United States and
also putting a stop to the flow of weapons? How
can you measure this?

President Obama. Well, I think that we can
measure this in terms of the reduction in vio-
lence, in the interdiction of drugs, in the inter-
diction of weapons coming south, in the dis-
mantling of the financial structures that facili-
tate these drug cartels, in the arrest of major
drug kingpins.

So I think we know how to measure progress.
The challenge is maintaining a sustained effort.
And as I said, something that President Calder-
on and myself absolutely recognize is that you
can’t fight this war with just one hand. You can’t
just have Mexico making an effort but the Unit-
ed States not making an effort. And the same is
true on the other side.

I think both our efforts have to be coordinat-
ed; both of our efforts have to be strengthened.
I’ve made some very concrete commitments, al-
ready sending additional resources, already
making additional investments. These are mea-
surable in millions and, ultimately, billions of
dollars over several years. And I believe that
President Calderon has used enormous political
capital to deal with this issue. 

Obviously, the Mexican people, particularly
along the borders, have suffered great hardship.

And as a consequence, if we partner effective-
ly—and that’s why I brought many of my top of-
ficials on this trip to interact with their counter-
parts—I’m confident that we’re going to make
progress. Now, are we going to eliminate all
drug flows? Are we going to eliminate all guns
coming over the border? That’s not a realistic
objective. What is a realistic objective is to re-
duce it so significantly, so drastically, that it be-
comes once again a localized criminal problem
as opposed to a major structural problem that
threatens stability in communities along those
borders and that increases corruption and
threatens the rule of law. That’s the kind of
progress that I think can be made.

And so we’re going to work as hard as we can
and as diligently as we can on these issues, al-
ways mindful, though, that the relationship be-
tween Mexico and the United States cannot just
be defined by drugs. Sometimes there’s a ten-
dency for the media to only report on drug in-
terdiction or immigration when it comes to
U.S.-Mexican relations. And one of the things
that we talked about is the extraordinary oppor-
tunities for us to work together on our commer-
cial ties, on strengthening border infrastructure
to improve the flow of goods, on working on
clean energy, which can produce jobs on both
sides of the border.

So we’re going to stay very focused on this.
We’re going to make this a top priority, but we
just always want to remember that our relation-
ship is not simply defined by these problems;
it’s also defined by opportunities. And that’s
what we want to take advantage of as well.

President Calderon. Thank you, President. I
agree a great deal with you, and I fully thank
you for your support and understanding in this
very difficult topic. I think the question is very
relevant. I see a big opportunity for President
Obama and myself, since we are going to be
sharing the next 4 years as heads of our admin-
istrations; I see a big opportunity here. 

And on this issue, what I hope to see at the
end of my administration is, actually, many
things. One is a reduction in the levels of
criminal activities in our countries related to
organized crime, which is also related to drug
trafficking; they go hand in hand. We have a
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strategy with short-, mid-term, and long-term
objectives. 

In the short term, for example, we have set
out to recuperate the security and tranquility
of our citizens, particularly in those areas that
have been harder hit by the crime. And this is
where we have the joint operations where we
are mobilizing not only our federal police but
also the army; and this, regardless of the fact
that it is not an easy matter and it hasn’t been
and it can change as—in the course of time,
but at least we begin to see fruitful results in
some areas.

For example, in the last quarter—or rather
compared to the last quarter of last year, our
first quarter of this year, there is already a
drop of 27 percent in criminal activities. That
is as an average for the entire country. Only in
Ciudad Juarez—as of the joint operation that
we launched in February—between February
and March, violent deaths in Ciudad Juarez,
crime-related—violence related to crime
dropped by 80 percent.

Of course, I understand that the spectacular
nature of some of these operations has really
attracted worldwide attention. But with a very
difficult crime rate that we had last year, de-
spite them, crime in Mexico was 10.7 deaths
because of crime for every 100,000 inhabit-
ants. It is less than what it is in Guatemala, El
Salvador, Colombia, Venezuela, or Brazil in
Latin America, and it is also a lower number
than the crime rates of many U.S. cities.

I believe one issue has to be, of course, that
we have to cut down on crime in Mexico, for
sure, but, number two, I hope, in the course of
time, to be a safer border and a more efficient
border. As long as—if we are able to stop the
flow of drugs, illicit money, and weapons, we
will have greater progress both in the United
States and Mexico. And one way to measure
this is by appreciating and valuing the techno-
logical capabilities, particularly of nonintrusive
detection at the border, so that for those who
do want to make business and do want to
trade, that the border is open, and those who
want to commit crime, the border will be a
closed area. One way to measure this—and
here U.S. cooperation is essential—is to have
the right technology, particularly nonintrusive

technology that will enable us to have safe bor-
ders. And the initiative—the Merida Initiative
is very much focused on this.

Now, in the midterm, we would like a re-
newal of our police forces in Mexico. At the
end of my administration, I would like to be
able to have a new federal police that will be
worthy of the citizens’ trust and that will be ef-
ficient. And here U.S. cooperation is also fun-
damental. Why? Well, because on our side we
are cleaning our house; we are sweeping ev-
erything from top to bottom so that all the po-
lice forces at the—from the top officials at the
Attorney General’s office, the army, the navy,
that all officials in Mexico, all police officials,
that we can truly trust in their honesty, and
that at the same time, technologically, they
will be top-notch as the rest of the world in in-
vestigation, in databases. We want a scientific
police, one that is very well-trained in technol-
ogy, and U.S. help will be very welcome and it
will be essential.

We also have a judicial plan for oral trials.
And I think that as we fulfill these objectives,
many of them have already—are part of our
agreement on safety, security, and protection.
With a shared responsibility that we now have
with President Obama and his team, we are
certain that we will reach these objectives, and
that our strategy, which is the correct one, will
have many more possibilities of achieving suc-
cess, and that at the end of our administration
we will have a Mexico, a United States, that
are much safer and freer of violence—violence
free, rather. 

Of course, drug trafficking cannot be ended
by decree. As long as there is a supply, a
high—or rather, is high demand, there will be
a high supply. But what we can control is the
effect of criminal activities in society to stop
the actions of organized crime. And we can al-
so act preventively in order to bring down the
consumption of drugs in the United States and
in Mexico too, which also begins to be a prob-
lem of great concern to us.

Cuba

Q. Mr. President, thank you. Mr. President.
President Obama, you said in an op-ed that

was out today that your new Cuba policy was



Administration of Barack Obama, 2009 / Apr. 16

505

part of an effort to move beyond the frozen dis-
putes of the 20th century. Why then is it so lim-
ited? Why not open the door for all Americans
to visit Cuba? And what will you say to your col-
leagues at the Summit of the Americas who
want you to do more?

And, President Calderon, what do you think
the United States should do more and—on Cu-
ba in order to improve relations with the re-
gion? Thank you. 

President Obama. Okay. Well, first of all, I
don’t think that we should dismiss the signifi-
cance of the step that we took. We eliminated
remittance restrictions and travel restrictions
for Cuban Americans who have family mem-
bers in Cuba. For those families, this is extraor-
dinarily significant. For the people in Cuba who
will benefit from their family members being
able to provide them help and to visit them, it’s
extraordinarily significant. We took steps on
telecommunications that can potentially open
up greater lines of communication between Cu-
ba and the United States.

And so I think what you saw was a good-faith
effort, a show of good faith on the part of the
United States that we want to recast our rela-
tionship. Now, a relationship that effectively has
been frozen for 50 years is not going to thaw
overnight. And so having taken the first step, I
think it’s very much in our interest to see
whether Cuba is also ready to change. We don’t
expect them to change overnight. That would
be unrealistic. But we do expect that Cuba will
send signals that they’re interested in liberaliz-
ing in such a way that not only do U.S.-Cuban
relations improve, but so that the energy and
creativity and initiative of the Cuban people can
potentially be released.

I mean, we talk about the ban on U.S. travel
to Cuba, but there’s not much discussion of the
ban on Cuban people traveling elsewhere and
the severe restrictions that they’re under. I
make that point only to suggest that there are a
range of steps that could be taken on the part of
the Cuban Government that would start to
show that they want to move beyond the pat-
terns of the last 50 years.

I’m optimistic that progress can be made if
there is a spirit that is looking forward rather
than backward. My guidepost in U.S.-Cuba pol-

icy is going to be how can we encourage Cuba
to be respectful of the rights of its people: polit-
ical speech, political participation, freedom of
religion, freedom of the press, freedom to—of
travel. But, as I said before, I don’t expect
things to change overnight. What I do insist on
is that U.S.-Cuban relationships are grounded
with a respect not only for the traditions of each
country but also respect for human rights and
the people’s—the needs of the people of Cuba.

And so I hope that the signal I’ve sent here is,
is that we are not trying to be heavy-handed.
We want to be open to engagement, but we’re
going to do so in a systematic way that keeps fo-
cus on the hardships and struggles that many
Cubans are still going through.

President Calderon. I would not pretend to
give advice or suggestions to President Obama
on this matter or any other. Let me just say
what I personally believe—or rather, what I be-
lieve about the Cuban reality. The question that
has to be posed, rather, is whether the U.S. em-
bargo on Cuba has worked. The reality is that
the embargo has been there long before we
were even born, and yet things have not
changed all that much in Cuba. I think we
would have to ask ourselves whether that isn’t
enough time to realize that it has been a strate-
gy that has not been very useful to achieve
change in Cuba.

I do think—I share fully the idea—we do not
believe that the embargo or the isolation of Cu-
ba is a good measure for things to change in Cu-
ba. On the contrary, the reality that we see
there is that the reality has not changed. And it’s
because of internal factors, mostly, of course,
but also because of external reasons, such as the
embargo. Because of that, the Cubans have be-
come impoverished.

I greet—I welcome the measures that Presi-
dent Obama has taken in order to change this
attitude and to try to attempt—and the attempt
must be appreciated—to change the policy to-
wards Cuba little by little. But what is clear to
me is that we both share the same ideals. I think
we would both like to see the world living at
some point under a full democracy, a world
with full respect for human rights, with no ex-
ceptions whatsoever. We would like to see a
world working, with people being able to take
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care of their families, to live in peace, and
those principles that must protect humanity.
That we do share.

We also share the idea that each nation
must be respected in its own decisions. It’s like
we were saying a moment ago when we were
talking about the prohibition of assault weap-
ons. Of course, we do not want those weapons
to be out in the streets, but at the same time,
we want those decisions to come from the peo-
ple themselves and to be self-determinant.
And it’s the same for Cuba. But I believe that
the steps President Obama has taken are very
positive.

Mexico is a good friend of Cuba, and Mexi-
co is also a good friend of the United States.
We want to be a good friend of Cuba and of
the United States. We want both things. And
we know that one day, the day that these prin-
ciples we believe in prevail, that day we will be
able to be neighbors, the three of us, the Unit-
ed States, Cuba, and Mexico.

What are the principles we believe in? De-
mocracy, human rights, but also liberty, prop-
erty, trade—free trade, free economy. And I
think as long as those principles can function
and bring benefits to the Cuban economy,
then things can begin to change. We cannot
change anything that has already taken place
in the past, but I am certain that as heads of
state, we can do a lot to try to make a different
future, both for the world, both for our coun-
tries, and also in relation to Cuba.

I told President Obama—that the best of
luck in this panorama that is now so totally dif-
ferent from what U.S. policy has been in the
past. I hope for the best, and I hope that more
expeditious steps could be taken so that we
can move forward in this regard, and that ev-
erything will be done with good understand-
ing. And as Mexico can contribute in any way
for two of our friends to work out what they
have between themselves, I hope that we can
contribute. And if our best contribution is just
to maintain our respect and our—that is fine.

Immigration Reform/Trade

Q. Good afternoon. For President Obama:
Mr. President—[inaudible]—as U.S. Senator
in 2006, voted in favor of the approval of the

construction of the border wall. I would like to
know, and I think Mexicans would like to
know, what is your real commitment of your
administration to present a new migratory—a
comprehensive migratory reform? What
would be its scope? And when would you ap-
prove this reform?

And on free trade, on NAFTA, it seems that
because of the last events there’s not a great
deal of interest in the U.S. to apply or to com-
ply with all the items in NAFTA. I would like
to ask President Calderon whether you spoke
of some of those issues during your conversa-
tions, whether you addressed the migratory is-
sue and some of the NAFTA issues?

President Obama. Well, first of all, with re-
spect to the immigration issue, I think you—it
would be useful to point out that I also voted
twice for comprehensive immigration reform
that would have provided a pathway for legal-
ization and an improvement of the orderly
process of migration into the United States.

I’ve said before that we have to have a com-
prehensive approach, recognizing that the
United States has a very legitimate concern. If
you’ve got hundreds of thousands of people
from other countries coming into the United
States without anybody knowing who they are,
who, when they arrive, can often be exploited
and, because they’re not protected by various
laws, undermine the wages of U.S. workers,
those are legitimate concerns on the part of
the United States people and the United
States Government. And so working effective-
ly with the Mexican Government to create an
orderly border is very important, and there are
a whole host of strategies that we need to pur-
sue.

What I’ve also said is that for those immi-
grants who are already in the United
States—and by the way, we focus a lot on
Mexicans who have come into the United
States, but the number of immigrants from
Central America, from Ireland, from Poland
are substantial as well; it’s not—this is not just
an issue with respect to Mexico—with—for
those immigrants who have put down roots,
may have come there illegally, I think they
need to pay a penalty for having broken the
law. They need to come out of the shadows,
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and then we have to put them through a process
where, if they want to stay in the United States,
they have an opportunity over time to earn that
opportunity for a legal status in the United
States.

Now, we came close to getting that kind of
reform done several years ago, and then it be-
came politicized. And my whole goal is to re-
move the politics of this and take a very practi-
cal, commonsense approach that benefits peo-
ple on both sides of the border and creates a se-
cure and safe border so you don’t have people
who are dying in the deserts as a consequence
of a disorderly and illegal migration process. I
think that’s a goal that President Calderon and I
share and one that we discussed during our bi-
lateral meeting.

With respect of trade, Mexico is one of our
largest trading partners. The amount of com-
merce that flows back and forth creates wealth
in Mexico, and it creates wealth in the United
States. I have said repeatedly that I’m in favor
of free trade. I know that there has been some
concern about a provision that was placed in
our stimulus package related to Mexican truck-
ing. That wasn’t a provision that my administra-
tion introduced, and I said at the time that we
need to fix this, because the last thing we want
to do at a time when the global economy is con-
tracting and trade is shrinking is to resort to
protectionist measures.

My team is working with President Calder-
on’s team to resolve this issue. I’m hopeful that
we can resolve it in an effective way. It’s not
helpful to a number of U.S. producers who are
interested in selling into Mexico and are fearful
that they may be subject to countervailing tar-
iffs or retaliation. So we’re going to see if we can
get this fixed. But I can tell you that President
Calderon and I are entirely on the same page in
believing that we can create greater opportuni-
ties for trade and strengthen our commercial
relationships between our two countries. 

I have said before in the past, and I will con-
tinue to say, that as part of the NAFTA frame-
work, that it would make sense for labor and en-
vironmental provisions to be enforceable within
that agreement, rather than just be viewed as a
side agreement. But I recognize that we are in a
very difficult time right now economically on

both sides of the border, and that those kinds of
negotiations are going to need to proceed in a
very careful and deliberate way, because we
don’t want to discourage trade; we want to en-
courage trade right now. So I’m confident that
our administrations are going to be able to work
together, and it’s going to be to the benefit both
of Mexico and the United States.

President Calderon. We spoke at length on
migration and on trade, and particularly on the
economy in general between both nations.
President Obama is well aware, is very knowl-
edgeable about the problem, and his position in
favor of a comprehensive migratory reform is
well known. I would simply repeat the idea—or
refrain the idea that we share the objective of
achieving an orderly, legal, productive migra-
tion between both countries.

I have said, and I maintain, that as a Mexican,
as President of Mexico, it doesn’t make me par-
ticularly happy to see our people risk their lives
going across a border, because I know that with
every migrant that leaves, we have the best of
our people leaving; the youngest, the most cou-
rageous, the strongest, the hardest working,
they are the ones that are leaving. Because I
have seen in many communities here in Mexico,
and particularly the state I come from, Michoa-
can, where there are phantom towns now,
where there are only the elderly, children,
women, and no one else is left there.

So I am working hard to create in Mexico the
conditions, the opportunities of work, of em-
ployment for our people here in Mexico. That is
really the only way out that can put a stop to mi-
gration. I think that is the best way out, to cre-
ate opportunities and employment in our coun-
try. But in the meantime, President Obama is
very clear on what the problem consists of, and
it’s very important to establish those instru-
ments that will enable people to come out of
the shadows, as he himself has said, and
to—that our region can gradually become more
orderly, more legal, and better migration flows. 

I think the two of us share the idea that trade
produces benefits on both sides of the border.
Not only are there many Mexican workers that
depend on their exports to the United States
today—by the way, in a very delicate situation
that we’re going through because of the
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economic situation, the drop in the U.S.
industry is very co-related to the drop in our
Mexican industry—but there are also many
workers in the United States that depend on
the purchases that we make of U.S. products.
Today, Mexican consumers are among the
best buyers of U.S. products. Few consumers
in the world buy as many U.S. products as we
do here in Mexico. 

So we must protect trade. And the best way
of doing so is to allow it to flow naturally, with
no restrictions. So beyond—going beyond the
autonomous decisions that every country can
take and the legitimate exercise of the rights
that are part of the pacts and agreements that
we have in order to protect free trade, I agree
with President Obama, we have to go further.
We have to go beyond in order to improve
trade between both our countries. And we do
not want to restrict it. We can come to agree-
ments. We might have certain differences. I
believe that we can move a great deal forward
in labor and environmental issues, but it con-
cerns me that to reopen those things that have
been proven to work well can merely create
further obstacles and worsen the situation we
have today.

Our focus today on practical matters, and
this is why—let me just mention three things
that I believe we can work on. One is infra-
structure at the border. I have talked to Presi-
dent Obama; I have shown him a list of 200 in-
frastructure projects of a larger or smaller
scale that can generate employment both in
the U.S. and Mexico at the border and im-
prove our competitiveness at the border. So
we have focused on six projects of border
bridges, border crossing points that can lead to
further employment and prosperity for our
people.

The second item is customs cooperation
that will enable us to have better cooperation,
more expeditious cooperation, with no drop in
productivity, to maybe have one single cus-
toms form—whether we’re talking about ex-
ports or imports from one country to anoth-
er—to have one single form that will allow us

to reduce bureaucracy and make trade more
expeditious.

And then also, third, concrete measures to
have a harmonization of standards. Certain
U.S. products, for example, need to have the
units measured in pounds, and here we need
them measured in kilos or in grams; we need
to be able to have standards. If certain re-
quirements differ from—in our two countries,
I think we have to work towards a harmoniza-
tion of these requirements. So these practical
matters that seem to be minor are actually
quite important. And I think they can truly
help us. 

And let me wrap up by saying that one of
the things we emphasize is that both of us are
going through economic problems because of
this international crisis that we’re undergoing.
But if we act intelligently, we will understand
that if we improve the North American com-
petitiveness as a region that entails Canada,
United States, and Mexico, if we improve the
competitive conditions of our entire region,
vis-a-vis other regions such as Asia or Eastern
Europe or the rest of Latin America, then I do
believe we will be able to come out of this
problem much, much faster. Trade means op-
portunities; it equal opportunities of employ-
ment and of prosperity for our peoples always,
always, and particularly today in these times of
crisis and economic difficulties.

President Obama is undergoing tremen-
dous efforts to improve things in the United
States, and he is exercising in international
leadership to face this economic situation. We
firmly support on our side this situation, doing
everything we can in order to revert this criti-
cal situation. And I do believe one way to do it
is by strengthening trade not restricting it. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 4:29 p.m. at Los Pinos. In his remarks, the
President referred to Secretary of Homeland
Security Janet A. Napolitano; and Attorney
General Eric H. Holder, Jr. President Calder-
on and some reporters spoke in Spanish, and
their remarks were translated by an interpret-
er.
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