
Administration of Barack Obama, 2009 / Apr. 21

533

Netanyahu of Israel; Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Ali Hoseini-Khamenei and President Mahmud
Ahmadi-nejad of Iran; and Attorney General

Eric H. Holder, Jr. A reporter referred to jour-
nalist Roxana Saberi.

Remarks on Presenting the Commander in Chief’s Trophy to the United
States Naval Academy Midshipmen
April 21, 2009

Good afternoon, everybody. Please have a
seat. Well, welcome to the White House for
your sixth straight—[laughter]—Commander in
Chief Trophy. By now, you guys know your way
around here better than I do. [Laughter]

I want to thank everybody who is here. Obvi-
ously, we want to thank the superintendent,
Vice Admiral Jeffrey Fowler. Coach Ken, thank
you. We were just talking—he’s another local
boy from Hawaii. [Laughter] He’s 4 years
younger than me, but apparently we’ve got
some mutual friends.

Congratulations to the cocaptains, Clint and
Jarod, for your outstanding season. A few other
acknowledgements here, we’ve got Congress-
man Dutch Ruppersberger, where’s Dutch?
There he is right there. Good to see you. Con-
gressman Eric Massa—good to see you, Eric.
Congressman John Sarbanes, right here; we
have B.J. Penn, the Acting Secretary of the Na-
vy. Good to see you, sir.

And I want to extend a special welcome to
Lieutenant Commander Wesley Brown, class of
1949. There he is, right here. Please stand.
Wesley was the Academy’s first African Ameri-
can graduate. He served his country for 25
years. And the brand new, state-of-the-art Wes-
ley Brown Field House will ensure that class af-
ter class of Midshipmen know his legacy for de-
cades to come. So we are very proud of you, sir.
Thank you so much for your attendance here
today.

The Midshipmen, they’ve got a lot to be
proud of, as we know, six straight bowl games,
six consecutive wins over Air Force, most im-
portantly, seven straight wins over Army.
[Laughter] What can I—I’m not saying any-
thing. [Laughter]

You showed incredible perseverance against
Temple when you trailed by 20 with 9 minutes
to go, tied it, won it in overtime. You won an in-

credible upset over Wake Forest, even if they
got you back at the EagleBank Bowl. We won’t
talk about that. [Laughter] Often overshadowed
by your fearsome offense is the most improved
defense in the Nation.

And these seniors who are behind us should
especially be proud: four straight NCAA rush-
ing titles—team rushing titles, something no
team has ever done before, in 4 years, 33 wins,
and again, no losses to Army or Air Force.

I understand your unofficial motto is “No Ex-
cuses, Nobody Cares”—[laughter]. That is my
wife Michelle’s motto for me also. [Laughter]
But I know that’s what makes Navy football so
special; you suit up and you play each week
against some of the top teams in the country,
and you refuse to let that excuse you from tak-
ing the coursework or your military training se-
riously.

And that’s why I’m so proud of this team for
leading the NCAA in graduation rates for 4
straight years—the most important statistic of
the Midshipmen. In fact, I want to congratulate
the entire Navy athletic department, because,
as a whole, Navy athletics has led the Nation in
graduation rates 4 years in a row. And that’s an
extraordinarily, extraordinary accomplishment.

So I want to congratulate Coach Ken—as I
said, from my original home State, also the first
Samoan American head coach in the history of
Division I–A, just the third Navy coach since
World War II to have a winning record in his
first season.

Your starting quarterback is also Hawaiian.
Where is he? Kaipo—where is he? This guy
right here? [Laughter] I hear Kaipo is a pretty
easygoing guy. He doesn’t get rattled easily,
performs under pressure. That’s the Hawaiian
spirit. That’s how we roll. [Laughter]

I’ve been watching Mel Kiper getting ready
for this weekend’s NFL draft. Where is he?
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Mel? I understand that Eric Kettani—where is
Eric—right here? One of the top-rated full-
backs in the Nation, he’s a big guy. [Laughter]
Shun White and Tyree Barnes are serious pro
prospects as well. Where are they? These
guys? Okay, they look good also. [Laughter]

But, like all 32 seniors on this team, they’re
preparing to trade one proud uniform for an-
other, and that’s the United States of Ameri-
ca’s uniform. And even though all of you have
won 13 straight against the guys at West Point
and Colorado Springs, you’re all joining the
same team now.

Football, it’s said, makes boys into men. But
the Academy makes men and women into
leaders. And the bonds that you’ve built and
the lessons that you’ve learned on that field
and in your 4 years by the Bay have prepared
you to join and lead the finest fighting force in
the history of the world.

I want all of you to know that I have no
greater honor or greater responsibility than
serving as your Commander in Chief. I’m
proud of you. And I promise you this: From
the minute you put on that uniform to the
minute you take it off, and for all the days of
your life, this country will stand behind you
and will be there for you, because we know
that you will be there for us.

So God bless you, and God bless the United
States of America. Let’s—let’s give me a hel-
met.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:01 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Ken Niumatalolo, head
football coach, Clint Sovie and Jarod Bryant,
cocaptains, Kaipo-Noa Kaheaku-Enhada,
quarterback, Eric Kettani, fullback, Shun
White, slot back, and Tyree Barnes, wide re-
ceiver, U.S. Naval Academy football team; and
Mel Kiper, Jr., football analyst, ESPN.

Remarks on Signing the Edward M. Kennedy Serve America Act
April 21, 2009

Thank you. Please be seated. Thank you.
Well, what an extraordinary day. It is good to
be here with all of you. 

I want to, first of all, thank President Bill
Clinton for joining us here today—where’s
President Clinton?—[applause]—for his life-
time of service to our country, but also the fact
that he created AmeriCorps, and that not only
made this day possible, it has directly enlisted
more than half a million Americans in service
to their country, service that has touched the
lives of millions more.

Now, it just so happens that one of those
people who have been touched by Ameri-
Corps was FLOTUS, otherwise known as First
Lady of the United States—[laughter]—Mi-
chelle Obama, who ran a AmeriCorps-spon-
sored program, Public Allies, in Chicago. 

I also want to thank former First Lady Ro-
salynn Carter for being here—[applause]—for
her advocacy on behalf of those with mental
illness, and for her husband’s continued good
works that inspire us all. I am thrilled to have

Caroline Kennedy here—[applause]—for car-
rying on her family’s long legacy of service.

To my congressional colleagues who did
such a fantastic job on a bipartisan basis usher-
ing this through, starting with the two leaders
of the House and the Senate, Nancy Pelosi
and Harry Reid, I’m grateful to them, and ob-
viously, to Barbara Mikulski and Orrin Hatch,
George Miller, the entire delegation who
helped to shepherd this through. Please give
them a huge round of applause. 

To my outstanding Vice President, Joe
Biden; to Dr. Jill Biden; a couple of outstand-
ing public servants in their own right, please, a
warm welcome for General Colin Powell and
his wonderful wife, Alma; for the outstanding
mayor of the New York City, Michael Bloom-
berg; and I’ve got to give some special props to
my fellow Illinoisan, a great friend, Dick
Durbin. 

Finally, and I know that I’ve got some pre-
pared remarks, but I just want to go ahead and
say it now. There are very few people who
have touched the life of this Nation in the
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