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of love and longing, hope and heartbreak, pride
and pain. Stories that help us celebrate the
good times and get over the bad times. Stories
that are quintessentially American. After all,
name me any other country that would have
produced a Hank Williams or a Willie Nelson.
[Laughter]

And like all great art, a great country song al-
so has a commitment to truth, to telling the
truth like it is, without pulling any punches.
And generations of performers have honored
that commitment. Harlan Howard proclaimed
country music “three chords and the truth.”
[Laughter] Garth Brooks said it’s “honesty, sin-
cerity, and real life to the hilt.” And Dierks

Bentley called it “the best shrink that 15 bucks
can buy.” [Laughter]

So to all those watching, either here or at
home, here’s a free session with some of the
best storytellers and truthsellers around. We
hope that you have a wonderful time this eve-
ning. Thank you. Enjoy.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:36 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to entertainers Alison Krauss and
Union Station, Brad Paisley, Charley Pride,
Willie Nelson, Garth Brooks, and Dierks Bent-
ley.

The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki of Iraq
July 22, 2009

President Obama. Good afternoon, every-
body. I am very pleased to welcome Prime Min-
ister al-Maliki back to Washington. We’ve just
concluded a very productive discussion about a
wide range of issues.

We meet at an important moment. Substan-
tial progress has been made since Prime Minis-
ter Maliki’s first visit to Washington in 2006 and
since the Prime Minister and I had a chance to
sit down together in Baghdad. Violence contin-
ues to be down, and Iraqis are taking responsi-
bility for their future. This progress has been
made possible by the resilience of the Iraqi peo-
ple and security forces and also because of the
extraordinary service of American troops and ci-
vilians in Iraq.

Now we’re in the midst of a full transition to
Iraqi responsibility and to a comprehensive
partnership between the United States and Iraq
based on mutual interests and mutual respect.
The success of this transition is critically impor-
tant to the security and prosperity of our peo-
ple, and it is a top priority of my administration.

Now, recently, we took an important step
forward by transferring control of all Iraqi cities
and towns to Iraq’s security forces. This transi-
tion was part of our security agreement and
should send an unmistakable signal that we will
keep our commitments with the sovereign Iraqi
Government. As I said before, we seek no bases

in Iraq, nor do we make any claim on Iraq’s ter-
ritory or resources.

Going forward, we will continue to provide
training and support for Iraqi security forces
that are capable and nonsectarian. We’ll move
forward with our strategy to responsibly remove
all American combat brigades from Iraq by the
end of next August and to fulfill our commit-
ment to remove all American troops from Iraq
by the end of 2011.

As we move forward, Prime Minister Maliki
and I have no doubt that there will be some
tough days ahead. There will be attacks on Iraqi
security forces and the American troops sup-
porting them. There are still those in Iraq who
would murder innocent men, women, and chil-
dren. There are still those who want to foment
sectarian conflict. But make no mistake: Those
efforts will fail.

The Iraqi people have already rejected these
forces of division and destruction. And Ameri-
can troops have the capability, the support, and
flexibility they need to stand with our Iraqi part-
ners on behalf of a sovereign, secure, and self-
reliant Iraq. Because we believe that the future
does not belong to those who would destroy; it
belongs to those who would build.

To that end, America strongly supports ef-
forts by the Iraqi Government to promote na-
tional unity, which will help ensure that people
in all parts of Iraq can live in peace and
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prosperity. Prime Minister Maliki and I dis-
cussed issues like the hydrocarbons law and
disputed internal boundaries that will be fun-
damental to the future of a united Iraq. I reit-
erated my belief that Iraq will be more secure
and more successful if there is a place for all
Iraqi citizens to thrive, including all of Iraq’s
ethnic and religious groups. That’s why Ameri-
ca continues to support efforts to integrate all
Iraqis into Iraq’s Government and security
forces, and we have increased our assistance to
help displaced Iraqis return to their homes.

Prime Minister Maliki and I also agreed to
build a broader basis for cooperation between
our nations. The United States and Iraq have
known difficult times together. Now both of us
agree that the bonds forged between Ameri-
cans and Iraqis in war can pave the way for
progress that can be forged in peace. The stra-
tegic framework agreement agreed to last year
helps lay the groundwork for this progress.
America stands ready to help the Iraqi Gov-
ernment build their capacity to provide basic
services and to promote the rule of law. And
together, Americans and Iraqis can expand
economic cooperation and trade that opens
new doors of opportunity. Together, we can
broaden our educational, our cultural, and sci-
entific engagement to make a positive differ-
ence in the lives of our people. And together,
we can take steps to advance security and
prosperity throughout the region and around
the globe. And Prime Minister Maliki and I
are both deeply humbled by the sacrifices that
have been made by Iraqis and Americans to
create this opportunity.

There are many important meetings that
will take place over the course of the Prime
Minister’s visit. I am especially pleased that he
intends to visit Arlington National Cemetery.
That hallowed ground is the final resting place
for so many young Americans who have paid
the ultimate price to help forge this hard-
earned progress. They’ve set an example of
selfless sacrifice that all of us must strive to
meet, as do the Americans serving in Iraq to-
day. And I want to thank Ambassador Chris
Hill, who’s here and is doing outstanding
work. Under the most difficult circumstances
imaginable, they have completed every mis-

sion they’ve been given, and they have forged
countless partnerships and friendships with
the Iraqi people.

I know that this story is one that can be told
by people in both our countries and that the
Iraqi people have endured extraordinary hard-
ship in their pursuit of a brighter day. So many
Iraqis and Americans have made so many sac-
rifices on behalf of a better future. Now, as we
work to end this war and to look beyond it, we
must live up to their example and live up to
our own responsibilities to see that their legacy
is truly one of greater peace and prosperity.

I thank you. And with that, I’d like to wel-
come Prime Minister Maliki and give him the
opportunity for some remarks.

Prime Minister Maliki. In the name of God,
the most merciful, the passionate, thank you. I
thank the President of the United States, Mr.
Obama, for your warm hospitality and regard-
ing all the issues that related to the positive re-
lationship as well as the aspiration to deepen
that relationship.

My meeting with the President was a posi-
tive and constructive meeting. It reflected the
deep conviction on the part of both sides to es-
tablish a strategic friendship and in order to
continue the successes that we have achieved,
and perhaps we referred to the security suc-
cesses that led to the stability in Iraq.

We have also referred to the sacrifices by
our sons and daughters on both sides to con-
front Al Qaida members, those who are out-
lawed and those who voice sectarian wars. If
they succeeded in their efforts, they would not
have been killing only Iraq but the entire re-
gion through the danger of sectarianism. Our
sons and daughters succeeded both—on both
sides, which led to stability and the return of
the strength of the Iraqi Government under
full sovereignty.

And we can—among the things that we can
refer to in a positive way is the positive com-
mitment in following up with the commit-
ments that were signed by both sides, either
those are related to the status of forces, or
those are related to the strategic framework
agreement that will govern the relationship in
the future.
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I have discussed today with President Obama
about ways in order to activate the strategic re-
lationship on the economic front, cultural front,
educational front, commercial front, and in ev-
ery possible area where the United States can
play a role in supporting the Iraqi Government
and the efforts of the Iraqi Government to build
a state of law, a state based on constitution and
federalism that works for the aspiration of its
own people, using the wealth of that country
and that nation.

We are about to activate such a strategic
framework agreement. Efforts on both sides are
there in order also to convene an investment
conference in October of this year that will
combine all foreign investors and all companies
that would like and wish to work in Iraq.

All of this comes as a natural reaction to the
stability and to the direction of the Iraqi Na-
tional Unity Government to provide what is
needed for rebuilding, reconstruction of a
country that was destroyed by wars, by dictator-
ship, and by adventures, affected its infrastruc-
ture, affected the services that should have
gone to the Iraqi people. Therefore, the rela-
tionship between the two sides, as it did see and
witness progress on the security front and in
combating terror, it will see great cooperation
in the areas of economic, commercial, and cul-
tural activities.

Our forces, as it proves its successful role and
as it proves when it received the security file,
that these forces proved to be capable of per-
forming. And those who thought that the Iraqi
forces, if the American forces can leave, will be
incapable of imposing peace and security, these
people proved to be wrong. Our forces benefit-
ed from working closely with the American
forces and the multinational forces. Our forces
became now highly capable, and they will con-
tinue to do their role and their part to provide
the opportunity needed for reconstruction, re-
building, and developing Iraq.

Iraq has suffered a great deal from being
marginalized, from the policies of sectarianism,
and from wars. We will work very hard in order
not to allow any sectarian behavior an opportu-
nity to flourish. We will work on a national plan
where all sons of Iraq and all daughters of Iraq
are equal in their contribution and in their ser-

vices. They will be unified by Iraq; they will not
be divided by other elements. We will be
strengthening the relationship between the
people of Iraq.

This is the direction of the Iraqi National
Unity Government, and that made us work very
closely in meeting all the challenges that we are
facing. It helped us on the security front. It will
help us in reconstruction. And we will benefit
from the strategic relationship with the United
States.

Thank you very much.
President Obama. Okay. Mark Smith of AP

Radio [Associated Press Radio].

Progress in Iraq/U.S. Role in Iraq

Q. Thanks, Mr. President. I’d like to ask
about the flexibility that you spoke about that
you said U.S. forces still have in Iraq. Since the
handover of control in the cities, the Iraqi Gov-
ernment has imposed new limits on how U.S.
troops can operate. They can’t patrol on their
own; they can’t conduct raids on their own. Did
you raise this with Prime Minister Maliki? Did
you object to this, or do you think this is just a
great sign of increasing Iraqi sovereignty?

President Obama. Well, I think that we have
seen both improved capacity and greater confi-
dence on the part of the Iraqi security forces.
We’re very pleased with that. I’m in communi-
cations with General Odierno on a regular ba-
sis. He provides me a weekly report of how this
transition has proceeded. He has been extreme-
ly positive about the progress that has been
made.

Now, what we’ve seen is, is that there are go-
ing to be, at times, differences in strategy, in the
interest of the Iraqi security forces in setting up
a checkpoint at some point, and our Armed
Forces suggesting that from our experience a
checkpoint might create a target for AQI, and
so it’s better to be more mobile and to go after
them. There are going to be those kinds of stra-
tegic and tactical discussions that are continual-
ly taking place between the two sides. But over-
all, we have been very encouraged by the prog-
ress that’s been made.

It doesn’t mean that there aren’t still dangers
in Iraq, and obviously, we’ve seen that in some
circumstances, those who want to sow sectarian
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division inside of Iraq are going to still resort
to the killing of innocents and the senseless
bombings that plagued Iraq for such a long
time after Saddam Hussein was deposed.

But what we’ve seen is, is that the violence
levels have remained low, the cooperation be-
tween U.S. forces and Iraqi forces has re-
mained high, and we have every confidence
that we will continue to work together cooper-
atively and make adjustments where necessary
to assure that, as we move into the national
elections, that Iraq continues on the progress
of stability and that Iraqi security forces are
continually ramping up their capabilities, so
that, ultimately, we are going to be able to ful-
fill our commitment to pull out our troops en-
tirely and interact with Iraq as a full, sovereign
country that it is.

Prime Minister Maliki. First of all, excuse
me, regarding—the relationship between the
Iraqi forces and the Iraqi forces after the with-
drawal from cities and towns are good, con-
stant cooperation. There are the support com-
ing from the American forces next to the Iraqi
forces that are operating. It is normal that the
responsibility is bigger and the role is bigger as
a result of the security agreement, but also
based on the agreement of the withdrawal.

If the Iraqi forces would require the sup-
port from the American forces, they will ask
the American side through coordinating com-
mittees that organize these operations. And I
believe what’s happening is organizing the
roles between the two sides and cooperation.
It is not to marginalize the role of any side.
Based on the agreement, we are still under a
joint responsibility to face any threats the Iraq
is facing.

[At this point, a reporter asked a question in
Arabic.]

President Obama. My translation is not
coming through here, guys, and my Arabic is a
little shaky. [Laughter] Here we go. 

[The interpreter translated the question into
English.]

Status of Iraq Under United Nations Charter

Q. Based on the agreement, the security
agreement between the United States and
Iraq, the United States should help Iraq to get
out of chapter 7. What steps will you be doing
in order to help Iraq to get out of chapter 7?

President Obama. Well, this is an area that
Prime Minister Maliki emphasized, and we
have made a strong commitment to work with
Iraq to get out of the chapter 7 constraints that
were imposed after the gulf war. As I stated
before, it, I think, would be a mistake for Iraq
to continue to be burdened by the sins of a de-
posed dictator.

Now, in order to do that, we’re going to
have to obtain cooperation from various mem-
bers of the United Nations. I think that there
are going to have to be some specific disputes
that are resolved between Iraq and some of its
neighbors. We intend to be very constructive
in that process, but we have said clearly, and
I’ve repeated today to the Prime Minister, that
we will work diligently with Iraq so that, in
fact, Iraq is no longer within chapter 7. Okay?

Prime Minister Maliki. President Obama
and the American administration agree with us
that Iraq is no longer representing a threat to
international peace and security because there
is a democracy in Iraq, not a dictatorship. Iraq
is looking forward to positive, constructive re-
lationship with its Arab neighbors and with the
international community and to deal
in—through a law internally and injustice in-
ternally.

I have seen a clear commitment from the
President and the administration to support
Iraq and to be committed to all elements of
the agreement and to help Iraq to get out of
chapter 7 and international sanctions which
were imposed as a result of the ventures and
the wars that were led by Saddam’s regime, in-
cluding occupying the neighboring state of
Kuwait.

Iraq has gone a long way, and it will contin-
ue to solve all problems. And there are so
many problems that we are paying the price
for from the previous regime in order to have
friendly relations with all members of the in-
ternational community.
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President Obama. Okay. Thank you very
much, everybody. Shukran.

Prime Minister Maliki. Shukran jazeelan.
Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 3:21 p.m. in the Rose Garden at the White

House. In his remarks, the President referred
to U.S. Ambassador to Iraq Christopher R. Hill;
and Gen. Raymond T. Odierno, USA, com-
manding general, Multi-National Force—Iraq.
Prime Minister Maliki and a reporter spoke in
Arabic, and their remarks were translated by an
interpreter.

Statement on House of Representatives Action on Pay-As-You-Go Legislation
July 22, 2009

With this vote, the House of Representatives
demonstrated strong support for fiscal disci-
pline. I appreciate the House’s quick response
to my call for pay-as-you-go (PAYGO) legisla-
tion, a central budget-reform priority. 

Let me be clear: All new mandatory initia-
tives and all new tax cuts must be paid for. It is
time to stop the practice of passing today’s costs
onto future generations. PAYGO was a driving
principle behind the move from deficit to sur-
plus in the 1990s, and must be so again today.

For several years, the Federal Government
was stalled in a pattern of fiscal irresponsibili-

ty—no more. We are making tough decisions
on funding priorities. We are tackling the big-
gest threats to our long-term fiscal stability. And
we are restoring greater discipline to how we
spend taxpayers’ dollars. 

I thank Speaker Pelosi and Leader Hoyer,
Chairman Spratt and Chairman Miller, Repre-
sentatives Hill, Cooper, Boyd, and Welch, the
Blue Dog coalition, and all of the 167 cospon-
sors of the PAYGO legislation. We will continue
to work together to strengthen fiscal discipline.
I urge the Senate to approve PAYGO so I can
sign this bill into law this year.

The President’s News Conference 
July 22, 2009

The President. Good evening. Please be seat-
ed. Before I take your questions, I want to talk
for a few minutes about the progress we’re
making on health insurance reform and where
it fits into our broader economic strategy. Now,
6 months ago, I took office amid the worst re-
cession in half a century. We were losing an av-
erage of 700,000 jobs per month, and our finan-
cial system was on the verge of collapse.

As a result of the actions we took in those
first weeks, we’ve been able to pull our econo-
my back from the brink. We took steps to stabi-
lize our financial institutions and our housing
market. And we passed a Recovery Act that has
already saved jobs and created new ones, deliv-
ered billions in tax relief to families and small
businesses, and extended unemployment insur-
ance and health insurance to those who’ve been
laid off.

Of course, we still have a long way to go, and
the Recovery Act will continue to save and cre-

ate more jobs over the next 2 years, just like it
was designed to do. I realize this is little com-
fort to those Americans who are currently out of
work, and I’ll be honest with you, new hiring is
always one of the last things to bounce back af-
ter a recession.

And the fact is, even before this crisis hit, we
had an economy that was creating a good deal
of wealth for those folks at the very top, but not
a lot of good-paying jobs for the rest of America.
It’s an economy that simply wasn’t ready to
compete in the 21st century, one where we’ve
been slow to invest in clean energy technologies
that have created new jobs and industries in
other countries, where we’ve watched our grad-
uation rates lag behind too much of the world,
and where we spend much more on health care
than any other nation but aren’t any healthier
for it. And that’s why I’ve said that even as we
rescue this economy from a full-blown crisis, we
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