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offers a number of different, affordable health
insurance options. We’ll provide a tax credit to
small businesses to help make insurance more
affordable. And while there will be a require-
ment for individuals to carry insurance and
businesses to cover their workers, 95 percent
of all small businesses would be exempt from
this requirement. We will make it easier for
them, particularly because a lot of them are al-
ready providing coverage at just exorbitant
rates to their employees. Health insurance
shouldn’t be up to 18 percent more expensive
for small firms than it is for larger firms. And
with these reforms, we’ll help close that gap.

So that’s what health insurance reform will
do to spur business and foster entrepreneur-
ship and jump-start job creation. And here’s
what else reform will mean for our States: It
will mean new jobs in community health cen-
ters; it will mean stemming rising premiums
that cost State governments roughly $95 bil-
lion a year; it will mean reducing drug costs by
increasing the Medicaid drug rebate, a step
that will benefit States and Federal govern-
ments alike; and it will mean curbing the up to
$141 billion we’re expected to spend each year
caring for the uninsured by the end of the next
decade by finally making health insurance af-
fordable for everyone.

That’s what it means for States. That’s what
it’ll mean for business. That’s what it’ll mean
for America. And we are at that rare moment
when we’ve been given the opportunity to re-
make our world for the better; that rare mo-
ment where we have a chance to seize our fu-
ture. And as difficult as it sometimes is, what is
inherent about the American spirit is the fact

that we don’t cling to the past in this country,
we always move forward.

That movement doesn’t begin in Washing-
ton; it often begins in States. It begins in
neighborhoods. It begins in communities. It
happens because the American people decide
that it’s time to bring about a new direction.
Because all of you decide it’s time for change.
And if you do that now, then not only will we
finally pass health insurance reform, not only
are we finally going to make this an economy
that’s not reliant on booms and busts and
maxed-out credit cards, but instead is reliant
on the ingenuity and creativity and hard work
of the American people and maintaining
steady growth. But we’re going to do what ear-
lier generations have done and build some-
thing that’s better for our children and our
grandchildren.

That’s our project. That’s what the DGA is
devoted to doing. That’s what this White
House is devoted to doing. We’re grateful that
all of you are partners in that process. Thank
you very much, everybody. God bless you.
Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:20 p.m. at the
St. Regis Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to
Gov. Brian D. Schweitzer of Montana; Gov.
Martin J. O’Malley of Maryland; Gov. Steven
L. Beshear of Kentucky; Gov. Chester J. Cul-
ver of Iowa; Gov. John P. deJongh, Jr., of the
Virgin Islands; Gov. Jack A. Markell of Dela-
ware; Gov. Jeremiah W. “Jay” Nixon of Mis-
souri; Gov. Mark V. Parkinson of Kansas; and
Gov. Beverly E. Perdue of North Carolina.

Remarks on the Natural Disasters in the South Pacific and Indonesia and the
Situation in Iran
October 1, 2009

Good afternoon. Before I comment on to-
day’s meeting in Geneva, I want to say a few
words about the recent tragic events in the Pa-
cific.

On behalf of the American people, I want to
once again extend my deepest condolences to
the people of American Samoa and Samoa for

the terrible loss of life and the devastation that
took place after the recent earthquake and tsu-
nami. I’ve spoken to the Governor and the
Delegate from America Samoa, and we con-
tinue to provide the full support of the Federal
Government for relief efforts there. I have also
directed the State Department to provide the
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assistance necessary to help Samoa recover as
well.

We’re also deeply moved by the suffering
and the loss of life that’s been caused by the re-
cent earthquake in West Sumatra. Now, my ad-
ministration has been in touch with the Govern-
ment of Indonesia to make it clear that the
United States stands ready to help in this time
of need, and I’ve ordered my administration to
coordinate with the ongoing relief and recovery
efforts there.

Indonesia is an extraordinary country that’s
known extraordinary hardship from natural di-
sasters. I know firsthand that Indonesian people
are strong and resilient and have the spirit to
overcome this enormous challenge. And as they
do, they need to know that America will be their
friend and partner.

Today in Geneva, the United States, along
with our fellow permanent members of the
United Nations Security Council, namely Rus-
sia, China, France, and the United Kingdom, as
well as Germany, held talks with the Islamic
Republic of Iran.

These meetings came after several months of
intense diplomatic effort. Upon taking office, I
made it clear that the United States was pre-
pared to join our P–5-plus-1 partners as a full
participant in talks with Iran. I extended the of-
fer of meaningful engagement to the Iranian
Government. I committed the United States to
a comprehensive effort to strengthen the Nu-
clear Non-Proliferation Treaty, so that all na-
tions have the right to peaceful nuclear power,
provided that they live up to their international
obligations.

And we have engaged in intensive bilateral
and multilateral diplomacy with our P–5-plus-1
partners, and with nations around the world, to
reinforce this point, including a historic U.N.
Security Council resolution that was passed
unanimously last week.

The result is clear: The P–5-plus-1 is united,
and we have an international community that
has reaffirmed its commitment to nonprolifera-
tion and disarmament. That’s why the Iranian
Government heard a clear and unified message
from the international community in Geneva:
Iran must demonstrate through concrete steps
that it will live up to its responsibilities with re-

gard to its nuclear program. In pursuit of that
goal, today’s meeting was a constructive begin-
ning, but it must be followed with constructive
action by the Iranian Government.

First, Iran must demonstrate its commitment
to transparency. Earlier this month, we present-
ed clear evidence that Iran has been building a
covert nuclear facility in Qom. Since Iran has
now agreed to cooperate fully and immediately
with the International Atomic Energy Agency,
it must grant unfettered access to IAEA inspec-
tors within 2 weeks. I’ve been in close touch
with the head of the IAEA, Mohamed ElBara-
dei, who will be traveling to Tehran in the days
ahead. He has my full support, and the Iranian
Government must grant the IAEA full access to
the site in Qom.

Second, Iran must take concrete steps to
build confidence that its nuclear program will
serve peaceful purposes, steps that meet Iran’s
obligations under multiple U.N. Security Coun-
cil resolutions. The IAEA proposal that was
agreed to in principle today with regard to the
Tehran research reactor is a confidence-build-
ing step that is consistent with that objective,
provided that it transfers Iran’s low enriched
uranium to a third country for fuel fabrication.
As I’ve said before, we support Iran’s right to
peaceful nuclear power. Taking the step of
transferring its low enriched uranium to a third
country would be a step towards building confi-
dence that Iran’s program is in fact peaceful.

Going forward, we expect to see swift action.
We’re committed to serious and meaningful en-
gagement. But we’re not interested in talking
for the sake of talking. If Iran does not take
steps in the near future to live up to its obliga-
tions, then the United States will not continue
to negotiate indefinitely, and we are prepared
to move towards increased pressure. If Iran
takes concrete steps and lives up to its obliga-
tions, there is a path towards a better relation-
ship with the United States, increased integra-
tion for Iran within the international communi-
ty, and a better future for all Iranians.

So let me reiterate: This is a constructive be-
ginning, but hard work lies ahead. We’ve en-
tered a phase of intensive international negotia-
tions. And talk is no substitute for action. Pledg-
es of cooperation must be fulfilled. We have



Oct. 1 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2009

1474

made it clear that we will do our part to en-
gage the Iranian Government on the basis of
mutual interests and mutual respect, but our
patience is not unlimited.

This is not about singling out Iran. This is
not about creating double standards. This is
about the global nonproliferation regime and
Iran’s right to peaceful nuclear energy, just as
all nations have it, but with that right comes
responsibilities. The burden of meeting these

responsibilities lies with the Iranian Govern-
ment, and they are now the ones that need to
make that choice.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:22 p.m. in the
Diplomatic Reception Room at the White
House. In his remarks, he referred to Gov. To-
giola T.A. Tulafono and Delegate Eni F.H.
Faleomavaega of American Samoa. 

Statement on the Anniversary of the Birth of Mahatma Gandhi
October 1, 2009

On behalf of the American people, I want to
express appreciation for the life and lessons of
Mahatma Gandhi on the anniversary of his
birth. This is an important moment to reflect
on his message of nonviolence, which contin-
ues to inspire people and political movements
across the globe.

We join the people of India in celebrating
this great soul who lived a life dedicated to the
cause of advancing justice, showing tolerance
to all, and creating change through nonviolent
resistance.

Americans owe an enormous measure of
gratitude to the Mahatma. His teachings and
ideals, shared with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
on his 1959 pilgrimage to India, transformed
American society through our civil rights
movement. The America of today has its roots
in the India of Mahatma Gandhi and the non-
violent social action movement for Indian in-
dependence which he led.

Tomorrow, as we remember the Mahatma
on his birthday, we must renew our commit-
ment to live his ideals and to celebrate the dig-
nity of all human beings.

Remarks to the International Olympic Committee in Copenhagen, Denmark
October 2, 2009

President Rogge, ladies and gentlemen of
the International Olympic Committee: I come
here today as a passionate supporter of the
Olympic and Paralympic Games, as a strong
believer in the movement they represent, and
as a proud Chicagoan. But above all, I come as
a faithful representative of the American peo-
ple, and we look forward to welcoming the
world to the shores of Lake Michigan and the
heartland of our Nation in 2016.

To host athletes and visitors from every cor-
ner of the globe is a high honor and a great re-
sponsibility. And America is ready and eager to
assume that sacred trust. We’re a nation that
has always opened its arms to the citizens of
the world—including my own father from the
African Continent—people who have sought

something better, who have dreamed of some-
thing bigger.

I know you face a difficult choice among
several great cities and nations with impressive
bids of their own. So I’ve come here today to
urge you to choose Chicago for the same rea-
son I chose Chicago nearly 25 years ago, the
reason I fell in love with the city I still call
home. And it’s not just because it’s where I
met the woman you just heard from, although
after getting to know her this week, I know
you’ll all agree that she’s a pretty big selling
point for the city.

You see, growing up, my family moved
around a lot. I was born in Hawaii. I lived in
Indonesia for a time. I never really had roots
in any one place or culture or ethnic group.
And then I came to Chicago. And on those
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