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Thank you very much, everybody. God bless
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:47 p.m. at the
Hilton Stamford Hotel & Executive Meeting
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Center. In his remarks, he referred to Jackie
Clegg Dodd, wife of Sen. Dodd, and their
daughters Grace and Christina.

Statement on the 26th Anniversary of the Terrorist Attack on the United States
Marine Corps Barracks in Beirut, Lebanon

October 23, 2009

We remember today the 241 American ma-
rines, soldiers, and sailors who lost their lives 26
years ago as the result of a horrific terrorist at-
tack that destroyed the Marine barracks in Bei-
rut, Lebanon. The military personnel serving in
Beirut were there to bring peace and stability to
Lebanon after years of internal strife and con-
flict. The murder of our soldiers, sailors, and
marines on this day on 1983 remains a senseless
tragedy.

We pay tribute on this day to the courage and
sacrifice of those whose lives were lost in the
Beirut attack, as well as their families and loved

ones. We also wish to honor the brave service of
all members of the United States military who
are protecting Americans and promoting free-
dom and security around the world, as well as
those international peacekeepers who serve in
harm’s way.

In remembering this terrible day of loss, we
are at the same time hopeful that a new Gov-
ernment in Lebanon will soon be formed. We
look forward to working with a Lebanese Gov-
ernment that works actively to promote stability
in the region and prosperity for its people.

Message to the Congress on the Declaration of a National Emergency With
Respect to the 2009 HIN1 Influenza Pandemic

October 23, 2009
To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to section 201 of the National
Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1621), I hereby re-
port that I have exercised my authority to de-
clare a national emergency in order to be pre-
pared in the event of a rapid increase in illness
across the Nation that may overburden health
care resources. This declaration will allow the
Secretary of Health and Human Services, if
necessary, to temporarily waive certain standard
Federal requirements in order to enable U.S.
health care facilities to implement emergency
operations plans to deal with the 2009 HIN1 in-
fluenza pandemic in the United States. A copy
of my proclamation is attached.

Further, T have authorized the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to exercise the au-
thority under section 1135 of the Social Securi-

ty Act to temporarily waive or modify certain
requirements of the Medicare, Medicaid, and
State Children’s Health Insurance programs
and of the Health Insurance Portability and Ac-
countability Act Privacy Rule as necessary to re-
spond to the pandemic throughout the duration
of the public health emergency declared in re-
sponse to the 2009 HINT influenza pandemic.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
October 23, 2009.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on October 24. The relat-
ed proclamation of October 23 is listed in Ap-
pendix D at the end of this volume.
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The President’'s Weekly Address
October 24, 2009

All across America, even today on a Satur-
day, millions of Americans are hard at work.
They're running the mom-and-pop stores and
neighborhood restaurants we know and love.
They're building tiny startups with big ideas
that could revolutionize an industry, maybe
even transform our economy. They are the
more than half of all Americans who work at a
small business or own a small business. And
they embody the spirit of possibility, the re-
lentless work ethic, and the hope for some-
thing better that is at the heart of the Ameri-
can Dream.

They also represent a segment of our econ-
omy that has been hard hit by this recession.
Over the past couple of years, small businesses
have lost hundreds of thousands of jobs. Many
have struggled to get the loans they need to fi-
nance their inventories and make payroll.
Many entrepreneurs can’t get financing to
start a small business in the first place. And
many more are discouraged from even trying
because of the crushing costs of health care,
costs that have forced too many small busi-
nesses to cut benefits, shed jobs, or shut their
doors for good.

Small businesses have always been the en-
gine of our economy, creating 65 percent of all
new jobs over the past decade and a half, and
they must be at the forefront of our recovery.
That’s why the Recovery Act was designed to
help small businesses expand and create jobs.
It’s provided $5 billion worth of tax relief, as
well as temporarily reducing or eliminating
fees on SBA loans and guaranteeing some of
these loans up to 90 percent, which has sup-
ported nearly $13 billion in new lending to
more than 33,000 businesses.

In addition, our health reform plan will al-
low small businesses to buy insurance for their
employees through an insurance exchange,
which may offer better coverage at lower
costs—and we’ll provide tax credits for those
that choose to do so.

And this past week, I called on Congress to
increase the maximum size of various SBA
loans, so that more small-business owners can
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set up shop and grow their operations. I also
announced that we’ll be taking additional steps
through our financial stability plan to make
more credit available to the small, local, and
community banks that so many small business-
es depend on, the banks who know their bor-
rowers, who gave them their first loan and
watched them grow.

The goal here is to get credit where it’s
needed most: the businesses that support fam-
ilies, sustain communities, and create the jobs
that power our economy. That’s why we enact-
ed the financial stability plan in the first place,
back when many of our largest banks were on
the verge of collapse, our credit markets were
frozen, and it was nearly impossible for ordi-
nary people to get loans to buy a car or home
or pay for college. The idea was to jump-start
lending and keep our economy from spiraling
into a depression. Fortunately, it worked.
Thanks to the American taxpayers, we’ve now
achieved the stability we need to get our econ-
omy moving forward again.

But while credit may be more available for
large businesses, too many small-business
owners are still struggling to get the credit
they need. These are the very taxpayers who
stood by America’s banks in a crisis, and now
it’s time for our banks to stand by creditworthy
small businesses and make the loans they need
to open their doors, grow their operations, and
create new jobs. It’s time for those banks to
fulfill their responsibility to help ensure a wid-
er recovery, a more secure system, and a more
broadly shared prosperity. And we're going to
take every appropriate step to encourage them
to meet those responsibilities, because if it’s
one thing we've learned, it’s that here in
America, we rise and fall together. Our econo-
my as a whole can’t move ahead if small busi-
nesses and the middle class continue to fall be-
hind.

This country was built by dreamers. They're
the workers who took a chance on their desire
to be their own boss; the part-time inventors
who became the full-time entrepreneurs; the
men and women who have helped build the
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