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Message on the Observance of the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration’s Day of Remembrance
January 29, 2010

For more than a half century, NASA has ex-
plored our final frontier and transformed hu-
mankind’s understanding of our planet and its
place in the universe. These extraordinary
achievements have required great sacrifice. 

On this day of remembrance, we pause to re-
flect on the Apollo 1, Challenger, and Columbia
crews, as well as others who lost their lives sup-
porting NASA’s mission of exploration and
study of the Earth, the planets, and the stars. All

of humanity has benefited from their courage
and devotion. 

We mourn their loss while celebrating their
spirit of discovery. May their sacrifice be an in-
spiration as we continue our Nation’s work to
explore our universe.

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language version of this mes-
sage. An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this message.

The President’s Weekly Address
January 30, 2010

At this time last year, amidst headlines about
banks on the verge of collapse and job losses of
700,000 a month, we received another troubling
piece of news about our economy. Our econo-
my was shrinking at an alarming rate, the largest
6-month decline in 50 years. Our factories and
farms were producing less, our businesses were
selling less, and more job losses were on the ho-
rizon.

One year later, according to numbers re-
leased this past week, this trend has reversed it-
self. For the past 6 months, our economy has
been growing again. And last quarter, it grew
more quickly than at any time in the past 6
years.

This is a sign of progress. And it’s an affirma-
tion of the difficult decisions we made last year
to pull our financial system back from the brink
and get our economy moving again.

But when so many people are still struggling,
when 1 in 10 Americans still can’t find work and
millions more are working harder and longer
for less, our mission isn’t just to grow the econo-
my. It’s to grow jobs for folks who want them
and ensure wages that are rising for those who
have them. It’s not just about improvements we
see in quarterly statistics, but ones people feel
in their daily lives: a bigger paycheck, more se-
curity, the ability to give your kids a decent shot
in life and still have enough to retire one day.

That’s why job creation will be our number-
one focus in 2010. We’ll put more Americans
back to work rebuilding our infrastructure all
across the country. And since the true engines
of job creation are America’s businesses, I’ve
proposed tax credits to help them hire new
workers, raise wages, and invest in new plants
and equipment. I also want to eliminate all cap-
ital gains taxes on small-business investment
and help small businesses to get the loans they
need to open their doors and expand their oper-
ations.

But as we work to create jobs, it is critical
that we rein in the budget deficits we’ve been
accumulating for far too long, deficits that won’t
just burden our children and grandchildren, but
could damage our markets, drive up our inter-
est rates, and jeopardize our recovery right now.

There are certain core principles our families
and businesses follow when they sit down to do
their own budgets. They accept that they can’t
get everything they want, and they focus on
what they really need. They make tough deci-
sions and sacrifice for their kids. They don’t
spend what they don’t have, and they make do
with what they’ve got.

It’s time their Government did the same.
That’s why I’m pleased that the Senate has just
restored the pay-as-you-go law that was in place
back in the 1990s. It’s no coincidence that we
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ended that decade with a $236 billion surplus.
But then we did away with PAYGO, and we
ended the next decade with a $1.3 trillion defi-
cit. Reinstating this law will help us get back
on track, ensuring that every time we spend,
we find somewhere else to cut.

I’ve also proposed a spending freeze so that
as we increase investments in things we need,
like job creation and middle class tax cuts, we
cut spending on those we don’t, like tax cuts
for oil companies and investment fund manag-
ers and programs that are redundant, obsolete,
or simply ineffective. Spending related to
Medicare, Medicaid, and Social Security will
not be affected, and neither will national secu-
rity, but all other discretionary Government
programs will.

Finally, I’ve called for a bipartisan fiscal
commission, a panel of Democrats and Re-
publicans who would sit down and hammer
out concrete deficit reduction proposals by a
certain deadline. Because we’ve heard plenty
of talk and a lot of yelling on TV about deficits,
and it’s now time to come together and make
the painful choices we need to eliminate those
deficits.

This past week, 53 Democrats and Republi-
cans voted for this commission in the Senate.
But it failed when seven Republicans who had
cosponsored this idea in the first place sud-
denly decided to vote against it.

Now, it’s one thing to have an honest differ-
ence of opinion about something. I will always
respect those who take a principled stand for
what they believe, even if I disagree with
them. But what I won’t accept is changing po-
sitions because it’s good politics. What I won’t
accept is opposition for opposition’s sake.

We can’t have a serious discussion and take
meaningful action to create jobs and control
our deficit if politicians just do what’s neces-
sary to win the next election instead of what’s
best for the next generation. I’m eager and
ready to work with anyone who’s serious about
solving the real problems facing our people
and our country. I welcome anyone who
comes to the table in good faith to help get our
economy moving again and fulfill this coun-
try’s promise. That’s why we were elected in
the first place. That’s what the American peo-
ple expect and deserve. And that’s what we
must deliver.

Thanks so much.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 6:10 p.m. on January 29 in the Library
at the White House for broadcast on January
30. The transcript was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary on January 29,
but was embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on
January 30. The Office of the Press Secretary
also released a Spanish language transcript of
this address.

Remarks on the Federal Budget
February 1, 2010

Good morning, everybody. This morning I
sent a budget to Congress for the coming year.
It’s a budget that reflects the serious challeng-
es facing the country: We’re at war, our econo-
my’s lost 7 million jobs over the last 2 years,
and our Government is deeply in debt after
what can only be described as a decade of
profligacy.

Now, the fact is, 10 years ago, we had a bud-
get surplus of more than $200 billion, with
projected surpluses stretching out toward the
horizon. Yet over the course of the past 10
years, the previous administration and previ-
ous Congresses created an expensive new drug

program, passed massive tax cuts for the
wealthy, and funded two wars without paying
for any of it, all of which was compounded by
recession and by rising health care costs. As a
result, when I first walked through the door,
the deficit stood at $1.3 trillion, with projected
deficits of 8 trillion over the next decade.

Now, if we had taken office during ordinary
times, we would have started bringing down
these deficits immediately. But 1 year ago, our
country was in crisis: We were losing nearly
700,000 jobs each month, the economy was in
a free fall, and the financial system was near
collapse. Many feared another great depres-
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