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that. But earmarks account for about 1 percent
of the budget.

All right, so even if we eliminated all foreign
aid and all earmarks, it doesn’t solve our prob-
lem. And as far as the arguments that our col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle are mak-
ing, I think it’s important to explain to people
that in order for us to balance the budget
while exempting entitlements, no new reve-
nues, you’d have to cut nondiscretionary de-
fense spending by 60 percent—cut it by 60
percent. That’s everything—student loans,
NASA, veterans programs—you name it, we’d
have to cut by 60 percent. Six-zero. 

That’s just not going to happen. That’s why
we called for the commission, because we’ve
got to look at some tough, long-term policy ob-
jectives. And that’s why we’ve got to—and I
will personally do this, I will say to my Repub-
lican friends, I want to solve it. I don’t want to
play politics on it, but you’ve got to step up,
you’ve got to fill these slots with this commis-
sion that we’re going to set up, put these peo-
ple in a room, and actually solve some of these
problems. And I hope they do.

And maybe I’m naive. I’m still counting, Ev-
an, on the notion that good policy over the

long term is good politics. If you do the right
thing and you explain it clearly and you do it
openly, I’m confident that the American peo-
ple—you can have an adult conversation and
say, this is not going to be easy, this is not go-
ing to be painless, we’re going to be struggling
for a while, but our future is bright. And if we
show the same grit and determination that
previous generations have shown, I have every
confidence that we are going to have a 21st
century that was the American century, just
like the 20th. 

All right? Thank you, everybody. God bless
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:09 a.m. at
the Newseum. In his remarks, he referred to
Sen. Charles E. Schumer; Judge David F.
Hamilton, 7th Circuit, U.S. Court of Appeals;
Martha N. Johnson, Administrator-designate,
General Services Administration; Treasury
Department Senior Adviser for Auto Issues
Ron Bloom, in his capacity as Senior Counsel-
or to the President for Manufacturing Policy;
and Sen. Jeffrey A. Merkley. Sen. Leahy re-
ferred to his wife Marcelle. Sen. Reid referred
to Connie Schultz, wife of Sen. Brown.

Remarks During a Meeting With the Nation’s Governors
February 3, 2010

The President. Well, listen, I just want to
personally welcome all the Governors who are
here today. As I said at the State of the Union
last week, I am convinced that whoever builds
a clean energy economy, whoever is at the
forefront of that, is going to own the 21st-cen-
tury global economy. Last year, we made the
largest investment in clean energy in our histo-
ry. It’s an investment that’s already leading to
new jobs and new businesses across the coun-
try. You’ve got solar panel production in Cali-
fornia. You got advanced batteries in North
Carolina. Every State is starting to take advan-
tage of a lot of what’s already been done.

But if anybody read the story in the New
York Times last Sunday, countries like China
are moving even faster. And they’re very ag-
gressive about wanting to make sure that these
clean energy jobs are in their countries. And as

I said at the State of the Union, I’m not going
to settle for a situation where the United
States comes in second place or third place or
fourth place in what will be the most impor-
tant economic engine in the future. 

Now, there’s no reason that we shouldn’t be
able to work together in a bipartisan way to get
this done. I know that there is some concern
about how energy fits together with climate
change. I happen to believe that climate
change is one of the reasons why we’ve got to
pursue a clean energy agenda, but it’s not the
only reason. So even if you don’t believe in the
severity of climate change, as I do, you still
should want to pursue this agenda. It’s good
for our national security and reducing our de-
pendence on foreign oil. It’s good for our
economy because it will produce jobs. 
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We can’t afford to spin our wheels while the
rest of the world speeds ahead. And that’s why
I’ve asked these Governors, leaders in their own
right and their States around energy issues,
Democrats and Republicans, to meet here to-
day so that we can work through some of these
challenges and opportunities that are presented
by the transition to a clean energy economy.

I want to be clear that my administration is
following a nonideological approach to this is-
sue. We believe in a strategy of more produc-
tion, more efficiency, and more incentives for
clean energy. We’re willing to make some tough
decisions on issues like offshore drilling, so long
as we protect coastlines and communities. We
are moving forward on a new generation of nu-
clear power plants, although we want to make
sure that they are safe and secure.

One of the things that we’re going to be talk-
ing about today is investing in the kind of tech-
nology that will allow us to use coal, our most
bountiful natural resource here in the United
States, without polluting our planet.

It’s been said that the United States is the
Saudi Arabia of coal, and that’s because, as I
said, it’s one of our most abundant energy re-
sources. If we can develop the technology to
capture the carbon pollution released by coal, it
can create jobs and provide energy well into the
future. So today I’m announcing a Carbon Cap-
ture and Storage Task Force that will be
charged with the goal of figuring out how we
can deploy affordable clean coal technology on
a widespread scale within 10 years. And we
want to get up 10 commercial demonstration
projects, get those up and running by 2016. 

We’re also going to be talking about some de-
velopments we’re making on biofuels, so that
more folks can start filling up their cars and
trucks with cleaner, American-grown fuels. By
2022, we will more than double the amount of
biofuels we produce to 36 billion gallons, which
will decrease our dependence on foreign oil by
hundreds of millions of barrels per year. We’re
also working to make sure that we can start
turning things like plants and wood chips into
heat, power, and biofuels, and that’ll create new
economic opportunities for rural communities.

And our biofuels working group is releasing its
first report that details the Government’s strate-
gy for supporting the biofuels industry.

The bottom line is this: I am convinced that
America can win the race to build a clean ener-
gy economy, but we’re going to have to over-
come the weight of our own politics. We have to
focus not so much on those narrow areas where
we disagree, but on the broad areas where we
agree. 

And I also think it’s important for us to un-
derstand that in order for us to move forward
with a robust energy policy, we’ve got to have
not an either-or philosophy, but a both-and phi-
losophy, a philosophy that says traditional
sources of energy are going to continue to be
important for a while so we’ve got to just use
technologies to make them cleaner and more
efficient, that we’re going to have to pursue an
energy efficiency agenda across our economy. 

We’re going to also have to develop new
sources of energy that allow us to take advan-
tage of sun, wind, our coastlines, and in ways
that, over time, can actually enhance our stan-
dards of living, create jobs, and also protect our
environment. 

That’s the agenda I want to pursue. I am con-
fident that’s the agenda that these Governors
want to pursue as well. And so I’m grateful to
have them here, and I’m looking forward to
hearing their ideas. 

I should point out, obviously, that we also
have our key Cabinet members here—Steven
Chu, Tom Vilsack, Ken Salazar, Lisa Jack-
son—who are here, as well as Nancy Sutley at
our Council of Environmental Quality and Car-
ol Browner, who’s doing a lot of our coordina-
tion in the White House, so that we’ve got our
top people on energy and the environment in
the room to have this discussion. 

Now, with that, I want to give Joe just a brief
chance to speak, and then we’ll open it up. 

[At this point, Vice President Joe Biden made
brief remarks.]

The President. And let’s get it done. Thank
you very much, everybody.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 2:06 p.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House. The
transcript released by the Office of the Press

Secretary also included the remarks of Vice
President Joe Biden. 

Statement on National Girls and Women in Sports Day
February 3, 2010

National Girls and Women in Sports Day is
a time for us all to commemorate the partici-
pation of women and girls in sports and athlet-
ics and celebrate their achievements. Women
compete at all levels today, in large part due to
the foundation laid by title IX, which has done

much to advance the number of women taking
part in collegiate athletic programs and has in-
creased access to the classroom. Today, as we
celebrate, we must also recognize that more
needs to be done, and we should recommit
ourselves to achieving true equality for all.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on North Korea
February 3, 2010

Dear Madam Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Pursuant to section 1255 of the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2010 (Public Law 111–84), and in order to
keep the Congress fully informed, I am pro-
viding a classified report prepared by my Ad-
ministration. This report includes information
on our examination of the conduct of the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
(DPRK) from June 26, 2008, through Novem-

ber 16, 2009, and concludes that the DPRK
does not meet the statutory criteria to again be
designated as a state sponsor of terrorism.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Nancy Pe-
losi, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the Sen-
ate.

Remarks at the National Prayer Breakfast
February 4, 2010

Thank you so much. Heads of state, Cabinet
members, my outstanding Vice President,
Members of Congress, religious leaders, dis-
tinguished guests, Admiral Mullen: It’s good
to see all of you. Now, let me begin by ac-
knowledging the cochairs of this breakfast,
Senators Isakson and Klobuchar, who embody
the sense of fellowship at the heart of this
gathering. They’re two of my favorite Sena-
tors. Let me also acknowledge the Director of
my faith-based office, Joshua DuBois, who is
here. Where’s Joshua? He’s out there some-
where. He’s doing great work.

I want to commend Secretary Hillary Clin-
ton on her outstanding remarks and her out-
standing leadership at the State Department.

She’s doing good every day. I’m especially
pleased to see my dear friend Prime Minister
Zapatero, and I want him to relay America’s
greetings to the people of Spain. And, Johnny,
you are right, I am deeply blessed, and I thank
God every day for being married to Michelle
Obama.

Now, I’m privileged to join you once again,
as my predecessors have for over half a centu-
ry. And like them, I come here to speak about
the ways my faith informs who I am as a Presi-
dent and as a person. But I’m also here for the
same reason that all of you are, for we all share
a recognition—one as old as time—that a will-
ingness to believe, an openness to grace, a
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