
Jan. 16 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2010

30

Remarks on Earthquake Relief Efforts in Haiti
January 16, 2010

Good morning, everybody. In times of great
challenge in our country and around the
world, Americans have always come together
to lend a hand and to serve others and to do
what’s right. That’s what the American people
have been doing in recent days with their ex-
traordinary generosity and contributions to the
Haitian people.

At this moment, we’re moving forward with
one of the largest relief efforts in our history,
to save lives and to deliver relief that averts an
even larger catastrophe. The two leaders with
me today will ensure that this is matched by a
historic effort that extends beyond our Gov-
ernment, because America has no greater re-
source than the strength and the compassion
of the American people.

We just met in the Oval Office, an office
they both know well. And I’m pleased that
President George W. Bush and President Bill
Clinton have agreed to lead a major fundrais-
ing effort for relief, the Clinton Bush Haiti
Fund. On behalf of the American people, I
want to thank both of you for returning to ser-
vice and leading this urgent mission.

This is a model that works. After the terrible
tsunami in Asia, President Bush turned to
President Clinton and the first President Bush
to lead a similar fund. That effort raised sub-
stantial resources for the victims of that disas-
ter, money that helped save lives, deliver aid,
and rebuild communities. And that’s exactly
what the people of Haiti desperately need
right now.

Every day that goes by, we learn more
about the horrifying scope of this catastrophe,
destruction and suffering that defies compre-
hension: entire communities buried under
mountains of concrete, families sleeping in the
streets, injured desperate for care, many thou-
sands feared dead. That’s why thousands of
American personnel, civilian and military, are
on the scene working to distribute clean drink-
ing water and food and medicine, and thou-
sands of tons of emergency food supplies are
arriving every day.

It will be difficult. It is an enormous chal-
lenge to distribute this aid quickly and safely in
a place that has suffered such destruction.
That’s what we’re focused on now, working
closely with our partners, the Haitian Govern-
ment, the United Nations, and many organiza-
tions and nations, friends from Argentina and
France, from Dominican Republic and Brazil,
and countries all around the world.

And Secretary Hillary Clinton will be in
Haiti today to meet with President Preval and
continue our close coordination with his Gov-
ernment. But we also know that our longer-
term effort will not be measured in days and
weeks; it will be measured in months and even
years. And that’s why it’s so important to enlist
and sustain the support of the American peo-
ple. That’s why it’s so important to have a
point of coordination for all the support that
extends beyond our Government.

Here at home, Presidents Bush and Clinton
will help the American people to do their part,
because responding to a disaster must be the
work of all of us. Indeed, those wrenching
scenes of devastation remind us not only of
our common humanity, but also of our com-
mon responsibilities. This time of suffering
can and must be a time of compassion.

As the scope of the destruction became ap-
parent, I spoke to each of these gentlemen,
and they each asked the same simple question:
How can I help? In the days ahead, they’ll be
asking everyone what they can do: individuals,
corporations, NGOs, and institutions. And I
urge everyone who wants to help to visit
www.clintonbushhaitifund.org.

We’re fortunate to have the service of these
two leaders. President Bush led America’s re-
sponse to the Asian tsunami, aid and relief that
prevented even greater loss of life in the
months after that disaster. And his administra-
tion’s efforts to fight against HIV/AIDS in Af-
rica treated more than 10 million men, wom-
en, and children.

As President, Bill Clinton helped restore
democracy in Haiti. As a private citizen, he has
helped to save the lives of millions of people
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around the world. And as the United Nations
Special Envoy to Haiti, he understands inti-
mately the daily struggles and needs of the Hai-
tian people.

And by coming together in this way, these
two leaders send an unmistakable message to
the people of Haiti and to the people of the
world: In these difficult hours, America stands
united. We stand united with the people of Hai-
ti, who have shown such incredible resilience,
and we will help them to recover and to rebuild.

Yesterday we witnessed a small but remark-
able display of that determination—some of
you may have seen it—Haitians with little more
than the clothes on their back marched peace-
fully through a ruined neighborhood, and de-
spite all their loss and all their suffering, they
sang songs of faith and songs of hope.

These are the people we’re called upon to
help. Those are the hopes that we’re committed
to answering. That’s why the three of us are
standing together today. And with that, I would
invite each President to say a few words. I’m go-
ing to start with President Bush.

[At this point, former Presidents George W.
Bush and William J. Clinton made brief re-
marks.]

Well, these gentlemen are going to do an ex-
traordinary job, but really what they’re going to
be doing is just tapping into the incredible gen-
erosity, the ingenuity, the can-do spirit of the
American people in helping our neighbors in
need. So I want to thank each of them not only
for being here today, but what I know is going
to be an extraordinary effort.

I want to make sure that everybody got that
web site one more time. Obviously, we’re just
standing it up, but it will immediately give peo-
ple a means to contact our offices: www.clinton-
bushhaitifund.org.

And I just want to amplify one thing that was
said—we were talking in the back. In any ex-
traordinary catastrophe like this, the first sever-
al weeks are just going to involve getting imme-
diate relief on the ground. And there are going
to be some tough days over the next several
days. People are still trying to figure out how to
organize themselves. There’s going to be fear,
anxiety, a sense of desperation in some cases.

I’ve been in contact with President Preval.
I’ve been talking to the folks on the ground. We
are going to be making slow and steady prog-
ress, and the key now is to—for everybody in
Haiti to understand that there is going to be
sustained help on the way.

But what these gentlemen are going to be
able to do is when the news media starts seeing
its attention drift to other things but there’s still
enormous needs on the ground, these two gen-
tlemen of extraordinary stature, I think, are go-
ing to be able to help ensure that these efforts
are sustained. And that’s why it’s so important
and that’s why I’m so grateful that they agreed
to do it.

Thank you, gentlemen.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:02 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. The tran-
script released by the Office of the Press Secre-
tary also included the remarks of former Presi-
dents George W. Bush and William J. Clinton.
The Office of the Press Secretary also released
a Spanish language transcript of these remarks.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Ordering the Selected Reserve and Certain
Individual Ready Reserve Members of the Armed Forces to Active Duty
January 16, 2010

Dear Madam Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Effective today, pursuant to sections 121 and
12304 of title 10, United States Code, I have au-
thorized the Secretary of Defense and the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security with respect to the

Coast Guard when it is not operating as a ser-
vice in the Navy, to order to active duty any
units, and any individual members not assigned
to a unit organized to serve as a unit, of the Se-
lected Reserve, or any member in the Individu-
al Ready Reserve mobilization category and
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