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challenge. The tens of millions of men and
women who can’t afford their health insurance,
they can’t wait another generation for us to act.
Small businesses can’t wait. Americans with
preexisting conditions can’t wait. State and Fed-
eral budgets can’t sustain these rising costs.

It’s time for us to come together. It’s time for
us to act. It’s time for those of us in Washington
to live up to our responsibilities to the Ameri-
can people and to future generations. So let’s
get this done. 

And thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 5:10 p.m. on February 26 in the Map
Room at the White House for broadcast on
February 27. In the address, the President re-
ferred to Lindsey Vonn, skier, and Apolo Anton
Ohno, short-track speedskater, 2010 U.S.
Olympic team. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
February 26, but was embargoed for release
until 6 a.m. on February 27. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address.

Remarks on the Earthquake in Chile
February 27, 2010

Good morning, everybody. Earlier today a
devastating earthquake struck the nation of
Chile, affecting millions of people. This cata-
strophic event was followed by multiple after-
shocks and has prompted tsunami warnings
across the Pacific Ocean. Earlier today I was
briefed by my national security team on the
steps that we’re taking to protect our own peo-
ple and to stand with our Chilean friends.

Early indications are that hundreds of lives
have been lost in Chile, and the damage is se-
vere. On behalf of the American people, Mi-
chelle and I send our deepest condolences to
the Chilean people. The United States stands
ready to assist in the rescue and recovery ef-
forts, and we have resources that are positioned
to deploy should the Chilean Government ask
for our help. Chile is a close friend and partner
of the United States, and I’ve reached out to
President Bachelet to let her know that we will
be there for her should the Chilean people
need assistance and our hearts go out to the
families who may have lost loved ones.

We’re also preparing for a tsunami that could
reach American shores later today, particularly
in Hawaii, American Samoa, and Guam. A tsu-
nami warning is in place, and people have been
alerted to evacuate coastal areas. I urge citizens

to listen closely to the instructions of local offi-
cials, who will have the full support of the Fed-
eral Government as they prepare for a potential
tsunami and recover from any damage that may
be caused.

I also urge our citizens along the West Coast
to be prepared as well, as there may be danger-
ous waves and currents throughout the day.
Again, the most important thing that you can do
is to carefully heed the instructions of your
State and local officials.

Once again, we’ve been reminded of the aw-
ful devastation that can come at a moment’s no-
tice. We can’t control nature, but we can and
must be prepared for disaster when it strikes. In
the hours ahead, we’ll continue to take every
step possible to prepare our shores and protect
our citizens. And we will stand with the people
of Chile as they recover from this terrible trage-
dy.

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:48 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to President Michelle Bach-
elet Jeria of Chile. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of these remarks.
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Letter to Congressional Leaders on United States Engagement With Iran
February 26, 2010

Dear Madam Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Consistent with section 1241 of the Nation-
al Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2010 (Public Law 111–84), I am providing a
classified report prepared by my Administra-
tion on U.S. engagement with Iran.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Nancy Pe-
losi, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the Sen-
ate. This letter was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on March 1.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Zimbabwe
February 26, 2010

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its decla-
ration, the President publishes in the Federal
Register and transmits to the Congress a no-
tice stating that the emergency is to continue
in effect beyond the anniversary date. In ac-
cordance with this provision, I have sent to the
Federal Register for publication the enclosed
notice stating that the national emergency
with respect to the actions and policies of cer-
tain members of the Government of Zimba-
bwe and other persons to undermine Zimba-
bwe’s democratic processes or institutions is to
continue in effect beyond March 6, 2010.

The crisis constituted by the actions and
policies of certain members of the Govern-

ment of Zimbabwe and other persons to un-
dermine Zimbabwe’s democratic processes or
institutions has not been resolved. These ac-
tions and policies continue to pose an unusual
and extraordinary threat to the foreign policy
of the United States. For these reasons, I have
determined that it is necessary to continue this
national emergency and to maintain in force
the sanctions to respond to this threat.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
February 26, 2010.

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on March 1. The
notice is listed in Appendix D at the end of this
volume.

Remarks at an America’s Promise Alliance Education Event
March 1, 2010

Thank you. Everybody please have a seat.
Let me begin by acknowledging some of the
extraordinary people who are working on this
extraordinary project. First of all, I want every-
body to know, in case you haven’t already met
him, somebody who is working tirelessly on
behalf of the young people of America, my
Secretary of Education, Arne Duncan.

I want to acknowledge Marguerite Kond-
racke, the CEO of America’s Promise, who is
going to be implementing so much of the ter-
rific work that’s been discussed today. Mar-
guerite—there she is, right there.

I want to thank Tom Donohue for your hos-
pitality in this extraordinary venue; thank you
very much, and thanks for the chamber’s sup-
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