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lie in our path, that block our children’s poten-
tial. We want to unlock that potential, carve it
out so that our economy succeeds, so that this
country succeeds, and so that our children and
grandchildren succeed.

So thank you very much for the extraordi-
nary work you’re doing. Thank you all for your
participation. May God bless you, and may
God bless the United States of America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:18 a.m. at
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. In his re-
marks, he referred to Thomas J. Donohue,
president and chief executive officer, U.S.
Chamber of Commerce; former Secretary of
Education Margaret Spellings; and Alma J.
Powell, chair, America’s Promise Alliance, and
her husband, former Secretary of State Colin
L. Powell. He also referred to his sister Maya
Soetoro-Ng.

Remarks at Savannah Technical College in Savannah
March 2, 2010

The President. Hello, everybody. Well,
thank you so much. Everybody, please have a
seat, have a seat. Thank you. It is good to be
back in Georgia. It is good to be back in Geor-
gia, although where’s the Sun, guys? [Laugh-
ter] I was looking forward to——

Audience member. Fired up!
The President. I’m still fired up, but we’ve

been getting a lot of snow in Washington, DC,
so I was looking forward to maybe 60, 70 de-
grees. [Laughter] But I guess I’ll take 50.

I want to first of all just make some ac-
knowledgments of some wonderful leaders
who are here. First of all, I want to thank Pres-
ident Kathy Love and the entire Savannah
Tech community for their hospitality. I want to
thank your Governor, who I just had a chance
to see recently, host him in the White House
with the other Governors, Mr. Sonny Perdue.
Your mayor, Otis Johnson, is in the house.
Congressman John Barrow—you’re in his dis-
trict. [Applause] That’s right. Congressman
Jack Kingston, Congressman Sanford Bishop,
and Congressman Hank Johnson are all in the
house.

Well, thank you so much for taking the time
to be here today. I really appreciate the oppor-
tunity to visit here at Savannah Tech. And I
just took a brief tour of some of the classrooms
where students are learning about clean ener-
gy. They’re learning about solar cells; they’re
learning about efficient heating and cooling
systems. You’ve got young people here who,
through the YouthBuild program, are gaining
job skills that will help them the rest of their

lives. And by the way, they’re building a house
right now while they’re at it.

And so from the instructors to the students,
you saw just an incredible enthusiasm for
America’s future. And I was just talking to
President Love about the focus of Savannah
Tech on clean energy, the idea that this can be
a real model for green energy as a way of link-
ing students to the enormous job opportuni-
ties and business opportunities that exist in the
future. These are the skills that will help our
country transform the way we produce and use
energy.

And that’s so important, especially as fami-
lies in Georgia and across America continue to
experience the painful consequences of the
worst economic crisis that we’ve had in gener-
ations.

Now, I had also had a chance to meet with
some business owners who told me what I’ve
heard time and again, that it’s tough out there.
Unemployment in Georgia is still above 10
percent. That doesn’t include folks who have
had to accept part-time jobs or in some cases
have given up finding a job altogether. And
when it comes to domestic policy, I have no
more important a job as President than seeing
to it that every American who wants to work
and is able to work can find a job and a job that
pays a living wage. That was my focus last year,
and that is my focus this year: to lay a founda-
tion for economic growth that will create jobs,
that raises incomes, that will foster a secure
economic future for middle class families.

Now, this depends on not just spurring hir-
ing, but doing so in the areas that will create
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lasting opportunities and prosperity. That’s why
we’ve invested in roads and railways so that our
economy has room to grow and we’re laying the
infrastructure for the future. In fact, because of
the Recovery Act, there are more than 300
transportation projects underway in Georgia
right now.

That’s why we invested in schools and pre-
vented layoffs of hundreds of thousands of
teachers and public school workers, including
thousands of educators in this State, because we
know we will not be able to compete in new in-
dustries unless we’ve got workers ready to fill
jobs in those industries. And I’d also point out
that I’ve proposed the largest ever investment
in community colleges and technical schools
like this one, to produce millions more gradu-
ates who are ready to meet the demands of a
21st-century economy.

And to spur hiring and sustain growth, we’ve
placed a big emphasis on energy. Now, just a
few weeks ago, I announced a loan guarantee to
break ground on the first new nuclear power
plant in our country in nearly three decades, a
project right here in Georgia—right here in
Georgia—a project that’s going to create more
than 3,000 construction jobs in the next few
years and, ultimately, 800 permanent jobs oper-
ating the plant. We’re on track to create
700,000 jobs across America building advanced
batteries for hybrid cars and modernizing our
electric grid and doubling our capacity to gen-
erate clean energy.

And in fact, here at Savannah Tech, the Re-
covery Act provided a grant to YouthBuild to
help provide training in these very fields. Be-
cause I’m convinced that the country that leads
in clean energy is also going to be the country
that leads in the global economy. And I want
America to be that nation. I don’t want us to be
second place or third place or fourth place
when it comes to the new energy technologies;
I want us to be in first.

So we have the potential to create millions of
jobs in this sector. These are jobs building more
fuel-efficient cars and trucks to make us energy
independent. These are jobs producing solar
panels and erecting wind turbines. These are
jobs designing and manufacturing and selling
and installing more efficient building materials,

because 40 percent of the energy we use is used
by our homes and buildings. Think about that.
All of us know that we use a lot of gas in our
cars. But in terms of energy usage, 40 percent
of it goes to our homes and our buildings.

So as we’re looking for additional initiatives
to spur hiring, I think we ought to embrace
what’s happening on this campus. I think we
ought to continue to embrace the incredible po-
tential that awaits us across America in clean
energy. So in my State of the Union Address, I
called on Congress to pass a set of initiatives for
homeowners who make their homes more ener-
gy efficient, to continue the energy transforma-
tion that’s already begun. So today I want to ex-
plain the details of this program. And I also
want to thank the Members of the House and
the Senate who are helping to usher this pro-
posal through Congress.

Now, many of you have heard of ENERGY
STAR. How many people have heard of ENER-
GY STAR? You’ve seen that ENERGY STAR
sticker on a computer or on a microwave? The
ENERGY STAR program was created to pro-
mote energy efficiency by letting consumers
know which appliances, which electronics,
would save electricity and therefore would save
them money over time. The program I’m de-
scribing today applies this concept not to the
appliances, but to the home itself, and it takes it
further. So we’re going to call it Home Star just
to make it easy to remember.

All right, here’s how it would work. We’d
identify the kinds of building supplies and sys-
tems that would save folks energy over time.
And here’s one of the best things about energy
efficiency, it turns out that energy-efficient win-
dows or insulation, those things are products
that are almost exclusively manufactured right
here in the United States of America. It’s very
hard to ship windows from China. [Laughter]
And so a lot of these materials are made right
here in America.

So we take these materials, and if a home-
owner decides to do work on his or her
house—to put in new windows, to replace a
heating unit, to insulate an attic, to redo a
roof—the homeowner would be eligible for a
rebate from the store or the contractor for 50
percent of the cost of each upgrade up to
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$1,500. Now, if you decided to retrofit your
whole house to greatly reduce your energy
use, you’d be eligible for a rebate of up to
$3,000.

Now, these are big incentives. And you’d
get these rebates instantly from the hardware
store or the contractor. So if you went to
Lowe’s or Home Depot’s or wherever you
went, right there when you paid at the cash
register you’d get that money. You wouldn’t
have to mail in a long form, wait for a check to
arrive months later.

Now, we know this will save families as
much as several hundred dollars on their utili-
ties. We know it will make our economy less
dependent on fossil fuels, helping to protect
the planet for future generations. But I want
to emphasize that Home Star will also create
business and spur hiring up and down the
economy.

I was just meeting with a number of busi-
ness leaders in different segments of this in-
dustry. We’ve got some manufacturers making
insulation and windows and other products;
we’ve got folks who are contractors. So—stand
up, guys—the guys I just met with. See,
they’re already—they’re ready to work.
They’re ready to go. So we were just talking
about how they are geared up, and they’ve got
the capacity to guarantee a homeowner that if
they’re willing to do this work on their house,
they will get their money back, not just
through the rebate, but in the energy savings
that you’re seeing each year.

So let’s say you decide to use this rebate to
seal up and insulate your attic, because you
want to save electricity, but also because
you’re tired of a drafty house. Think about all
the ways in which that will stimulate jobs and
growth. Now, if you really knew what you were
doing, you might do it yourself, but you’re
probably going to have somebody come to the
house to carry out the installation work, be-
cause you did the smart thing, and you refused
to let your husband do it himself. [Laughter]
That’s the smart thing. He’ll be stubborn.
He’ll tell you he can do it, but don’t listen to
him. [Laughter]

So that creates work for small businesses
and contractors like some of the folks who are

here today. And obviously, construction work
is—that’s been as hard hit as anything during
this recession, so you’ve got a lot of skilled con-
tractors ready to go. And that in turn means
that the contractors start hiring some of these
folks who may have been laid off. Some of
them may have been trained right here at Sa-
vannah Tech. Now, you also have to buy the
insulation and the other materials, and that
means you’re producing business for your lo-
cal retailer. And that retailer has to purchase
those supplies from manufacturers, as I said,
most of them located right here in the United
States of America. And I mentioned these do-
mestic manufacturers who are in the crowd,
they would benefit from this program. And
then there’s this huge amount of capacity—ex-
cess capacity—in construction and related in-
dustries to meet any surge in demand that was
out there.

So the fact is that there’s nearly 25 percent
unemployment in the construction industry so
far, so construction companies, hardware
stores, contractors, manufacturers, they faced
a rapid decline in demand in the wake of the
mortgage crisis. And to make matters worse,
these businesses have seen the same decline in
credit that has hurt every sector of our econo-
my.

So these are companies ready to take on
new customers, their workers eager to do new
installations and renovations, factories ready to
produce new building supplies. All we’ve got
to do is create the incentives to make it hap-
pen. And this is not a Democratic idea or a Re-
publican idea, this is a commonsense approach
that will help jump-start job creation while
making our economy stronger.

So ultimately, that’s what we’re called to do.
Just like a responsible homeowner will invest
in their homes in the near term to fortify their
economic security in the long term, we’ve got
to do the same as a country. It will have some
costs on the front end. You know, you buy a
new boiler or you get some insulation or you
get some new windows, that’s going to have an
initial cost, and the same is true from a govern-
ment perspective. And it’s going to be politi-
cally difficult to do some of this, but it’s what’s
right to plan for our future.
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The same is true when it comes to reforming
our education system. The same is true when it
comes to trying to make our health care system
more affordable. The same is true when it
comes to energy. Each of these things are hard.
Some of them have some costs on the front end,
and working stuff through Congress is more
than a notion. [Laughter] But by taking these
steps we’ll help foster the kind of broadly
shared growth that will serve us in the years and
the decades to come.

That’s how we’ll create the conditions for
businesses to expand and hire. That’s how we’ll
truly grow our middle class again. That’s how

we’ll not only rebuild our economy, but
we’ll rebuild it stronger than it was before this
crisis.

I am confident that we can do it. Savannah
Tech is leading the way, a whole bunch of folks
in this room are leading the way, and I just hope
that Washington stands alongside you in making
sure that we’ve got the kind of energy future
that we need.

Thank you very much, everybody. God bless
you. God bless the United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:31 p.m. 

Remarks Following a Tour of Meddin Studios and an Exchange With
Reporters in Savannah
March 2, 2010

Q. Mr. President, what has impressed you
about Meddin Studios? What do you see here
that——

The President. Well, look, the—if you think
about the two businesses we just visited, on the
one hand you’ve got old-line manufacturing at a
steel company that is in its third generation, but
they’ve been able to adapt to a tough manufac-
turing environment and succeed, mainly around
customer service, being able to turn around or-
ders very quickly, specialized orders.

These guys here at Meddin, I think, are do-
ing a similar concept, which is that whatever the
customer needs in terms of film production,
digital production, sound, you name it, they’ve
got it all under one roof. And what it means is
that anybody who comes here is going to be
able to, from soup to nuts, do what they need to
do very effectively.

The main reason that we wanted to highlight
what they’re doing is they took advantage of an

SBA loan to get this thing started. And I was
just finding out how that experience was. I’m
sort of doing a customer satisfaction survey
here—[laughter]—with our SBA loans, and it
sounds like it really was helpful in terms of mak-
ing sure that these guys could get started with
the business idea that they had, and it doesn’t
sound like, without it, they would have been
able to get moving as quickly as they did.

So it’s a testimony, I think, to the good work
that the SBA is doing. It’s an example of the
kinds of additional capital we want to get out to
small businesses and medium-sized businesses
as part of the jobs package that hopefully will be
working its way through Congress in the next
several weeks.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:46 p.m. Audio
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Statement on Senate Passage of Legislation Temporarily Extending
Unemployment Insurance and Other Programs
March 2, 2010

During these difficult economic times, sup-
porting American workers, their families, and
our small businesses must be everyone’s focus.

The bill passed tonight by the Senate will ex-
tend access to health care benefits for workers
who have lost their jobs, help small businesses
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